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Introduction

This report presents an historical view of changes in the
demographic, social, and economic characteristics of the
Black population in the United States. The historical profile
is the distinguishing feature of this report, which is the ninth
in the series on Black Americans. The study focuses on
changes which have occurred in population distribution, in-
come levels, labor force, employment, education, family
composition, mortality, fertility, housing, voting, public
officeholding, Armed Forces personnel, and other major
aspects of life.

Most of the data presented in this report are from the
Bureau of the Census with the decennial censuses and Current
Population Surveys as the primary sources. In addition, sta-
tistics are presented from other Federal agencies and from
private sources. The study assembles in one report data
which have been published previously in many different
volumes; in order to achieve historical comparability, some
of the census statistics have been adjusted from those pre-
viously published. Still other data from the Census Bureau
and other Federal and private agencies were specially tabu-
lated or prepared for inclusion in this report.

The report is divided into two parts: Part One features
historical trends covering the period from 1790 to 1975;
Part Two covers recent trends from 1975 to 1978.

Each of the eight chapters in Part One contains a descrip-
tive discussion of the major changes relating to a particular
aspect of life for the Black population. The key years se-
lected for data presentation in Part One, which covers a
186-year span, were 1790, 1870, 1890, 1910, 1940, 1960,
1970, and 1975. However, consistency in the years shown
was difficult to achieve because of the unavailability of the
data. Statistics for some subjects, such as income, have be-
come available only within the past three to four decedes
and, therefore, are shown for different years and for a much
shorter time period. In general, the earliest available data
for each topic are included in the chapters.

The most current information available has been pre-
sented in Part Two of the report.

A view of the characteristics of the Black population in
the 18th and 19th centuries is provided by census statistics
suppiemented by historical accounts. These data sources
reveal that during most of the 1700’s and 1800°s, the pre-
valence of slavery was a major influence on the historical
development of Black Americans. In the first census of 1790,
about 757,000 persons were reported as Black. Seventy
years later, just prior to the Emancipation Proclamation, the
1860 census showed the Black population had grown almost
sixfold to 4.4 million. This large increase was due to the
importation of slaves and high fertility levels. In each census

during the pre-Civil War period, 86 percent or more of the
Blacks were slaves. In addition, both the 1790 and 1860
censuses showed that 9 of every 10 Blacks lived in the South.

The last 30 years of the 19th century (the Reconstruction
Period) brought unprecedented numbers of Blacks into
public office in both the U.S. Congress and State govern-
ments of the South. Following the Civil War, the growth
rate of the Black population turned downward.

In 1890, census results indicated that most Blacks lived
in rural areas and continued to live in the South. Moreover,
illiteracy was widespread, as only a small number of Blacks
received formal educational training. At this time, the
majority of Black men were agricultural workers, while
Black women were employed primarily in domestic and
personal service occupations.

Modest improvements in the living conditions of Black
Americans began to take place during the latter part of the
19th century and continued into the 20th century, when
profound changes occurred. Developments and events such
as the transformation of the Nation from an agricultural to
an industrialized one, the Depression, the World Wars, the
Korean and Vietnam wars, Federal government programs,
the migration of Blacks from the South to the North, civil
rights movements, and voter-education programs have all had
an impact upon the socioeconomic status of Black Americans
in the 20th century.

In the early decades of the 20th century, the overwhelm-
ing majority of Blacks continued to live in the South, although
relatively large numbers ( a net outmigration of 748,000)
left the South during the 1920s. During the early part of
this century, the growth rate for the Black population
showed a general downward movement, with only a few
interruptions, as a result of general declines in fertility
levels.

Progress was made in education, health, and employment
in the beginning decades of the 20th century. llliteracy was
reduced substantially as a consequence of increased avail-
ability of schooling; between 1890 and 1910, the illiteracy
rate dropped from 61 to 33 percent. Health conditions im-
proved and important gains were made in life expectancy
for Blacks, especially in the decade between 1909-11 and
1919-21 when life expectancy at birth increased 13 years
for Black males and over 9 years for Black females.

The 1930 census showed that 5.5 million Blacks were in
the labor force. The labor force had experienced some
growth since the 1890 census, primarily as a result of a
national population increase and the expansion of unskilled
jobs during and immediately after World War 1. The occupa-
tional distribution for Blacks from the 1930 census reflected
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substantial declines in agricultural employment and the
movement of Blacks out of the Southern agricultural areas
to unskilled factory jobs in the North. in 1930, however, 37
percent of Blacks were still working in farming and related
occupations.

In contrast to the gains mentioned above, for the first
three decades of this century, the advances made in political
representation during the Reconstruction Period were almost
obliterated.

The Great Depression substantially diminished some of
the gains made in the first three decades of the 20th century.
For example, during the 1930’s, the growth of the Black
labor force was severely curtailed.

The 1940's marked the beginning of the predominantly
one-way migration stream of Blacks from the South to the
North; this movement continued to the 1970 decade. (The
South lost close to 1.5 million Blacks in each of the three
decades.) One of the major factors contributing to this mi-
gration was that World War |l accelerated the movement of
Blacks from the South to job opportunities in the industrial-
ized areas of the North. As a further consequence, the
geographical distribution of the Black population changed;
by 1970, only 53 percent of Blacks lived in the South and 81
percent lived in urban areas.

A large increase in average life expectancy at birth for
Blacks was recorded during the World War || period: 7 years
for both Black males and females. As the major diseases of
the early 1900’s—childhood and infectious diseases—were
brought under control by an improved standard of living,
expanded public health programs, etc., progress was made
in reducin? mortality levels among Blacks. Fertility levels
for Black women began to increase again in the late 1940’s
and reached an apex in the 1950's.

Progress in educational attainment was most impressive
for the Black population, especially for young Black adults.
Most of the change has occurred since 1960. For instance,
in 1940 (the first census in which information on years of
school completed was collected) 1 out of 10 Blacks 25 to
34 years old had completed high school; two decades later,
in 1960, the proportion was 3 out of 10; and only one
decade later, in 1970, about 5 out of every 10 Blacks 25 to
34 years old were high school graduates.

Information on the composition of Black families, avail-
able only since 1940, indicates a trend of declining propor-
tions of families with both a husband and a wife present and
increasing proportions maintained by a woman. Specifically,
in 1940, 77 percent of Black families had a husband and wife
present; by 1970, the figure was reduced to 68 percent.
Concomitant to the trend of declining proportions of families
with a husband and wife present has been a decline in the
proportion of own Black children living with both parents.

In 1940, Blacks were greatly concentrated in the lowest
paying, least-skilled jobs; few had white-collar or craft
positions. By 1970, advances had been made, with the pro-
portion of Blacks in white-collar jobs quadrupling from 6
percent in 1940 to 24 percent in 1970.

The Census Bureau began collecting income information
by race on a continuing basis in 1947. Since then, there has

been overall moderate income growth for Black families,
interrupted by several recessions. From 1947 to 1969 (after
accounting for inflation in terms of 1974 dollars), the most
pronounced upgrading (36-percent increase) in the income
levels for Blacks occurred during the period 1964 to 1969.!
Increases were noted during the 1947-63 and 1959-64
periods; however, little or no progress was made during the
period from 1953 to 1959 as a result of the 1953-54 and
1957-58 recessions.

Unemployment rates for Blacks have fluctuated since
1948 (the first year these data were available by race from
the Current Population Survey). The rates were lowest during
the Korean war years (1951 to 1953). After the Korean war,
rates began to rise and reached high levels between 1958 and
1963, reflecting the effects of the 1957-58 and 1960-61
recessions. Declines were recorded in the mid- and late
1960's, but by 1970, jobless rates had begun to creep upward
again.

In examining the trends from 1940 to 1970, of particular
note is the 1960 decade, especially the mid- and late 1960’s,
when Blacks made major social and economic advances in
income, employment, education, voter registration and par-
ticipation, home ownership, and election to public office,
and the number of Blacks in poverty were reduced. It has
been suggested that expanded government programs, the
civil rights movements, and efforts to reduce segregation
and discrimination were some of the factors which con-
tributed to the progress.

Unlike the patterns noted for the 1960 decade, the 1970’s
(presented in both Part One and Part Two of this report)
portray a mixed picture for Black Americans. Blacks con-
tinued their progress in the areas of education, home owner-
ship, and election to public office. Nevertheless, the pro-
longed dual impact of the recessions and inflation continued
to adversely affect income and employment. For instance,
the 1977 median income for Black families ($9,560) showed
no improvement over the 1974 level; the number of Blacks
in poverty in 1977 (7.7 million) rose by over one-half million
from the 1974 level; and unemployment levels remained
high despite slight improvement in mid-1978.

The 1970 decade has been further distinguished by
changes in migration patterns, family composition, fertility
levels, and the work experience patterns of family members.
Undoubtedly, these factors and their interrelationships have
had, and will have in the future, an imprint upon the demo-
graphic, social, and economic characteristics of the Black
community.

In summary, significant advances have been made by
Black Americans since the first census was taken in 1790.
However, in 1978, the 25.4 million Blacks in this country
remained far behind Whites in almost every social and
economic area.

Detailed information on these ‘and other measurable
aspects of the living conditions of Blacks from 1790 to
1978 are presented in the 10 chapters of this report.

!The difference in the rate of increase in income levels during the
1964-69 and the 1947-53 period is statistically significant at the 1.6
level of significance. See appendix C, “Source and Reliability of the
Data.”
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I. Population: Growth, Distribution,

and Composition

Growth

At the time of the first census in 1790, the Black population
numbered about 757,000. A century later the Black popu-
lation had grown nearly tenfold, to 7.5 million. By the
mid-1970’s, the number of Blacks in the United States was
over 24 million, more than 30 times the number in 1790.

Limited information is available on the size of the Black
population living in this country prior to the first census. In
1650, just a few years after the importation of Black slaves
began, it is estimated that the colonies contained about
1,600 Blacks. Estimates of the Black population around the
time of the birth of our Nation are 462,000 for 1770 and
562,000 for 1780."

The growth rate of the Black population has varied
considerably since the first decennial census. The Black
population grew at a rapid rate—in excess of 2.0 percent per
year—between the first census and the 1860 census, the
census preceding the Civil War. The sustained growth can be
attributed to two factors—the continued importation of
slaves and the natural increase (excess of births over deaths)
of the resident population (table 1). The importation of
slaves into the United States was forbidden by law after
January 1, 1808, but illicit slave traffic continued until the
Civil War.?

Following the Civil War, the growth rate of the Black
population experienced a downward trend as a result of the
complete cessation of the slave trade and declines in fertility.
This trend appears to have continued, with only a few
interruptions, through the depression years 1930 to 1940
(tables 1 and 2).

A pattern of more rapid growth developed after World
War 11; the growth rates in the 1950-60 decade (the height of
the post-war ‘‘baby boom’’) approached a level close to that
of the pre-Civil War years. The average rate of growth in the
1970’s showed a decline from the peak rate of the 1950's;

' U.S. Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce and Labor,
A Century of Population Growth in the United States: 1790-1900,
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1909, p. 8.

2 According to the Encyclopedia of American History, Richard B.
Morris, Editor, New York: Harper and Brothers, 1961, p. 544, ‘‘one
estimate of the slaves brought into the U.S. iliegally, 1808-60, places
the total at 250,000."
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lowered fertility was the major factor contributing to this
drop.?

Blacks constituted a much larger proportion (19.3 per-
cent) of the total population in the first census (1790) than
in any succeeding census year. For the 140-year period
extending from 1790 to 1930, the proportion of Blacks in
the Nation declined, reflecting the more rapid growth rate of
the White population which resulted from the waves of
immigration from Europe. The proportion of Blacks began to
rise after 1940 and reached 11.5 percent in 1975 (tables 1
and 2).

Slave Population—Growth and Distribution

The first census in 1790 showed that almost all (92 percent)
Blacks were slaves. The proportion was only slightly lower
(89 percent) in 1860, 5 years prior to the issuance of the
Emancipation Proclamation. During the time span from 1790
to 1860, the proportion of Blacks who were slaves showed
little variation, ranging from a low of 86 percent in 1810 and
1830 to a high of 92 percent in 1790.

The legal prohibition of the African slave trade in 1808
had little effect upon the growth of the slave population. As
shown by the figures in table 3, the increase in the slave
population was fairly stable during the 70-year period from
1790 to 1860, partly because slaves continued to be
imported illegally into the Nation and rates of natural
increase were high.

During the pre-Civil War period (1790 to 1860), the slave
population was highly concentrated in the Southern States
(over 90 percent lived there). In 1790, four States—
Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia
(which included West Virginia)—contained most of the slave
population. By 1850, the slave population had spread, and
concentrations were also found in Alabama, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee (table 4).

3 Census Bureau studies have shown that there is net undercount of
the population in the decennial censuses. Estimates of the Black
population (and growth rate) corrected for net undercoverage have
been-developed for the census years 1900 to 1970 and are presented

in table 2. The discussion on growth patterns since 1900 is based on
these corrected estimates.



Migration

In 1790, most of the free Blacks and a small proportion of
slaves resided in the North; however, until recent decades,
the vast majority of Blacks continued to live in the South.
The movement of large numbers of Blacks from the South to
the North began during World War | and gained momentum
after the war. During the 1820's, for example, the net out-
migration of Blacks from the South was about 749,000;
during the previous decade the figure was only about
450,000. In the 1930's, there was continued net outmigra-
tion from the South, but at a much diminished pace from
the 1920’s.

During the last three decades (1940 to 1970) Blacks left
the South in very large numbers; the South lost close to 1.5
million Blacks in each of the three decades. This movement
resulted in the profound changes in the distribution of the
Black population, which are discussed in the next section.
Analysts have provided a number of reasons for the exodus
from the South, such as the pursuit of economic benefits in
the North, which had become highly industrialized; a desire
to elude racial discrimination, segregation, and injustice; and
agricultural depression in some parts of the South. At first
the North was the destination of most Blacks; however,
substantial numbers later migrated to the West Coast,
primarily to California, as reflected in the sharp rise in the
proportion of Blacks in the West during the 1940-75 period
(tables 5 and 8).

In the 1970s, a new pgttern of migration appears to be
emerging; the South has been experiencing a decline in the
volume of Black outmigration and, at the same time, an
increase in Black inmigration. In fact, during the 5-year period
from 1970 to 1975, the number of Blacks 5 years old and
over moving to the South closely approximated the number
moving from the South—302,000 inmigrants versus 288,000
outmigrants (table 9).

Distribution -

Each census from 1790 to 1910 indicated that about 9 out
of every 10 Black Americans lived in the Southern region.
After 1910, this proportion began to decline and its
downward movement accelerated during the 1940-70 period,
due to the predominately one-way migration stream from the
South to the North (noted above). In 1940, 3 out of 4 Blacks
were residents of the South; by 1970 only one-half (53
percent) were in the South. This downward trend, however,
appears to have halted in the 1970's, and in 1975, the
proportion of Blacks who lived in the South was about the
same as the 1970 level (table 5).

As a consequence of Blacks moving out of the South, the
proportion of Blacks in both the North and West have shown
substantial increases over the years. The proportion of Blacks
in the North was 39 percent in 1975, almost four times the
percentage in 1910. The West, which had only 1 percent of
the Blacks in 1910, contained about 9 percent in 1975.

Throughout the census history, the geographic residential
distribution of the Black population has been less diversified
than that for the White population (table 5).
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In 1890 (the first census for which urban-rural data for
Blacks were available), most Blacks (80 percent) resided in
rural areas. Eighty years later, the situation had completely
reversed; Blacks had become a highly urbanized population.
Most of the urbanization occurred in the years after 1940,
fed by the large influx of Blacks to northern cities from
southern rural areas (table 6). )

The most recent census indicated that Blacks were more
urbanized than Whites. Of the Black population, 81 percent
lived in urban areas in 1970 compared with 72 percent of
Whites. Urban Blacks have concentrated in the central cities
of the largest metropolitan areas and continue to comprise an
increasing proportion of the population in these cities. The
proportion of Blacks of the total central city population rose
from 16 percent in 1960 to 23 percent in 1975, as a result of
modest increases in the Black population and the exodus of
Whites to the suburbs. The proportional increases of Blacks
in the large metropolitan areas (1 million or more) were even
greater during this period (tables 6 and 7).

The proportion of Blacks in the total suburban population
(outside central cities of metropolitan areas) showed a slight
decline from 1960 to 1970. Since 1970, there is some
evidence that the proportion has risen slightly, as a result of a
higher annual rate of growth among Blacks than among Whites
in the suburbs (table 7).

Age and Sex Composition

The age distribution of the Black population has shown
substantial change over the past 100 years. In 1870, the
Black population was relatively young, as reflected in a
median age of 18.5 years. Over the next seven decades (1870
to 1940), the median age increased by 6.6 years to 25.1
years. This marked increase in the median age of the Black
population was primarily a result of declines in fertility over
this period (table 10).

The median age in 1960 and 1970 implied a drop from
the 1940 level—a drop which reflected the impact of
increased fertility during the baby boom era. Between 1970
and 1975, this pattern reversed itself; the median age rose
from 22.4 in 1970 to 23.4 years in 1975. The latter figure
was almost identical to the 1960 figure.

The proportion of the Black population below the age of
15 has varied from census to census, also reflecting changes
in fertility levels. The proportion declined from 38 to 30
percent between 1910 and 1940, then climbed to 37 percent
in 1960, and by 1975, had dropped again to 32 percent
(table 10).

Black persons 65 years old and over have constituted an
increasing share of the total Black population since 1910. By
1975, 7 percent of the Black population, or double the
corresponding proportion in 1910, was in this age group. The
growth in the relative number in this age category has
resuited primarily from declines in fertility.

An excess of females over males in the Black population
has appeared consistently in the census returns for over 100
years. In the last census, there were over 1 million more
females than males in the Black population. The sex ratio
(the number of males per 100 females) of the Black
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population during the last six censuses has varied from 98 to
91 (table 10). The preponderance of females over males may
be overstated because of the relatively greater undercoverage
of males than females in the decennial census. For example,
the estimated 1970 sex ratio, corrected for undercoverage, is

95, compared with the figure of 91 shown by the decennial
census returns.*

4 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Evaluation and Ressarch Program of
Estimates of Coverage of Population by Sex, Rsce, and Age:
Demographic Analysis, PHC (E) - 4, 1973, p. 28.



Table 1. Total Resident Population for Selected Years: 1790 to 1975

Millions of persons Percent Aver:fgemacn;u:; lrate
Year Black
Total Black of total Total Black
1790, cccceceaceccasconsscnansas 3.9 0.8 19.3 (xX) (xX)
1860..cccoceceecencocnccnssnnne 31.4 4.4 14.1 2.97 2,53
18702, .. ctiveereacccnoccncoans 39.8 5.4 13.5 |. 2.36 1.9
1890...0c0vvvccococenccnssncacs 62.9 7.5 11.9 2.29 1.64
1900....cceceeccccascscccscnnns 76.2 8.8 11.6 1.91 1.79
1910..cccesoccaccoscocncsonnans 92.2 9.8 10.7 1.91 1.07
1920, .c0ceeveecnnnccocsosccnnas 106.0 10.5 9.9 1.39 0.94
1930, ccvecceccnncocecnnonnsaas 123.2 11.9 9.7 1.50 1.28
1940.000cenacencocrnncccncansas 132.2 12.9 9.7 0.70 0.79
1950. . c00eecocnccnceecnconannne 151.3 15.0 9.9 1.35 1.56
1960, . c0cevencacecccrancncoces 179.3 18.9 10.5 1.70 2.29
1970, .ccceevanecccacocncscanaes 203.2 22.6 11.1 1.25 1.77
1971, .. 00iecencescacencncannans 205.7 23.0 11.2 1.21 1.78
1972, . cceeiccencncsscacesanneas 207.8 23.4 11.3 1.03 1.69
1973, . iieeeesneccncansonncencns 209.5 23.7 11.3 0.80 1.43
1974, . i iiieeecacencacansssnnns 211.0 24.0 11.4 0.74 1.36
1975, . cciieeenecsacarsncennnsaas 212.6 24.4 11.5 0.76 1.34

X Not applicable. r
lComputed by the formula for continuous compounding, P1=¥°e

2Revised to include adjustment of 1,260,078 persons (512,163 Black and 747,915 White) for underenumeration
in the Southern States. Unrevised census count is 38,558,371 for the total population and 4,880,009 for the
Black population. Unadjusted data are used in subsequent tables because revised figures for States, age,
etc., are not available.

t

NOTE: The 1930 census and subsequent decennial censuses were conducted as of April 1 of the respective
year; prior to 1930, the month of enumeration varied.

In this section, the data for 1975 are from different sources. The 1975 data shown in tables 1, 10, 11,
and 12 are estimates of the population; 1975 data shown in tables 5, 7, and 9 are from the Current Popula-
tion Survey.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 2. Decennial Census Counts and Corrected Estimates of the Black Popuiation: 1900 to 1970

(Numbers in thousands.

Corrected figures adjusted for census underenumeration)

Difference Average annual :ate
Decennial of increase
census Corrected
Year Black Decennial
Black opulatio cens Corrected
population | POPY n Number Percent! Bel ac‘:: Black
population population
COALE-RIVES ESTIMATES
1900....cc0eeeesconcoccnssanans 8,834 9,921 1,087 11.0 (X) (X)
1910cceeeecccocccesncescscannes 9,829 11,182 1,353 12.1 1.07 1.20
1920..c0cececccceccoscccncncnns 10,464 12,340 1,876 15.2 0.9 0.99
1930..c.cceevecocecooascccnscnss 11,892 13,586 1,694 12.5 1.28 0.96
1940, . 000ceercecanscnccnascnans 12,866 14,735 1,869 12.7 0.79 0.81
1950. . ccccececenscecacoccncance 15,045 16,749 1,704 10.2 1.56 1.28
1960...ccecceenccccecacccacnaas 18,872 20,684 1,812 8.8 2.29 2.11
1970. . c0eveececcaccoansaccaneas 22,580 24,388 1,808 7.4 1.77 1.65
CENSUS BUREAU ESTIMATES

1960....cc00vvecncccercascnnnes 18,872 20,503 1,630 8.0 2.29 (xX)
1970. . ceveeeecenseroascnnacasas 22,580 24,453 1,873 7.7 1.77 1.76

X Not applicable.

lgase is corrected population. rt

2Computed by the formula for continuous compounding, P.=P e

NOTE:

Source:

1l o
Demographic analysis was used to develop the corrected population estimates.
explanation of the methods used, see sources listed in "References for Tables.

For a detailed

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; and A.J. Coale, and N.W. Rives, Jr., "A

Statistical Reconstruction of the Black Population of the United States, 1880-1970," Population Index, Vol.

39, No. 1, January 1973,
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Table 3. Black Population by Free-Slave Status and Change in Slave Population, by Region: 1790 to 1860
(Numbers in thousands.

Minus sign (~) denotes decrease)

Slave
Total Change over precedin
Area and year Black Free Percent of g datep g
population Number total Black
population Number Percent

UNITED STATES
1790, .. ieiveivrereneccnscncacasnss 757 60 698 92 (X) (Xx)
1800, ..cc0evreecravsccncesconcnnones 1,002 108 894 89 196 28
1810. . c.0veevaconrascrcosnssnconeas 1,378 186 1,191 o 86 298 33
1820..0cvvvunvesvesoescnscensensans 1,772 234 1,538 87 347 29
1830, 0ccievcavscnccessssannnsesces 2,329 320 2,009 86 471 31
T I 2,874 386 2,487 87 478 24
1850, . 00prervesancssancnccocascone 3,639 434 3,204 88 717 29
1860...c0cvescenrenransaosnsescnsns 4,442 488 3,954 89 749 23

SOUTH

1790. .0 ceeecceasoracossecsaerensens 690 33 658 95 (X) (X)
1810.ccecveveceserccrsssssessvnonens 1,268 108 1,161 92 503 77
1830...c0cecrcccrccanccccscscsocaes 2,162 182 1,980 92 820 71
1850..c0c0eceenccosccoscscassancons 3,352 236 3,117 93 1,136 57
1860...00vecovesacscresvoccscancans 4,097 258 3,839 9% 722 23

NORTH AND WEST
1790, .00acescareccanronsssonancens 67 27 40 60 (X) (X)
1810..cccveccococensarsscasasncnnnsns 109 79 31 28 -10 =24
1830. .. 0ccevececerscnnssecconaonans 167 138 29 17 -2 -6
1850...00cevvoncscsccesnonnsssasans 287 199 88 31 59 203
1860...cc000acrnccrcscscoascnsassas 345 230 115 33 27 31

X Not applicable.

NOTE: The standard census definition of regions is used.

and West Virginia.
Source:

U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

In that definition, the South includes the
States of the Old Confederacy as well as Delaware, the District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, Oklahoma,

See "Definitions and Explanations” section and figure 1 for more details.
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Table 4. Distribution of Black Slaves and Slaveholding Families, by Selected Divisions and
States: 1790 and 1850

Slaveholding families

Total, Average number
Area and year Black slaves 1 Percent of of slaves r
(thousands) Number all es pe
(thousands) families slaveholding
family
1790
United States, total?............ 698 96 23 7.3
South Atlantic.....eccccsncesrecancscne 642 77 72 8.3
DElaWAre. .ccveeveecccccascosccasannss 9 32 (NA) 4.8
Maryland.....cooeeeesencocsccscscccss 103 14 41 7.5
District of Columbia.....cceceeeeeans - - (NA) -
Virginia®.....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinninas 293 334 (NA) 8.5
North Carolina.....ccceeeeeccoacsacss 101 16 33 6.7
South Caroling....coeeeeeenccosconcaces 107 9 34 12.1
GEOTEiB. . eveeueeanacaaranoaconsacnans 29 32 (NA) 12.1
Florida....eoceeevececearonscracnanens - - - -
East South Central.......ccceeeuue. cees 16 2 (NA) 6.7
KeNtUCKY .. .ooveenecanacaeennanas ceees 12 32 (NA) 6.7
TONNESSEO. .« cvverrorncecnnsocoeoncnns 3 31 (NA) 6.7
Alabama....ccoeeeocravroncscasoccnnns - - (NA) -
MissiSsSipPi..ccveeecrcnnccccescennans - - (NA) -
1850

United States, total?............ 3,204 348 10 9.2
South AtlantiC....cceveececsocecccacones 1,663 169 31 9.8
DElawaAre. .ccocceseocssccssccssssnnces 2 1 5 2.8
Maryland.......cccceceeeccesccccaancses 90 16 18 5.6
District of Columbif....cvecceesscnas 4 1 18 2.5
Virginia®. . ..iiiiiiiirerieranacannan 473 55 33 8.6
North Carolina....ccceeeescsscccnnncs 289 28 27 10.2
South Carolina....ceeeceeeececcccncces 385 26 48 15.0
GEOrgi8.ccveceeerscsccansscasannansas 382 38 42 9.9
Florida....coeveececcecsscacsossanans 39 4 39 11.2
East South Central.....ceccveveccccanss 1,103 125 32 8.8
KentucCKy...eoeeeeeeoceaaoonconasacoas 211 38 29 5.5
TENNESBE@ ... cocevaccssnscnssoassscnas 239 34 26 7.1
Alabama.....cccaceescesccoscsssasaans 343 29 40 11.7
MisSiS88iPPi.ccccvicrracnccscacnacannns 310 23 44 13.4

- Represents or rounds to zero.
NA Not available.

Data on the number of all families are not available for Delaware, Virginia,

Georgia, Kentucky, the Southwest territories, and for Allegany, Calvert, and Somerset Counties in Maryland.
lIncludes a small number of free Black slaveholding families.

2Includes States and territories, not shown separately.

3Estimate.

4Includes area which is now West Virginia,

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,



Table 5. Distribution of the Population, by Region for Selected Years: 1790 to 1975
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Area and race 1790 1870 1910 1940 1960 1970 1975
BLACK
United States........millions.. 1 5 10 13 19 23 24
Percent, total..ccccoccoscons 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
swth“.............'.....'."‘...... 91 91 89 77 60 53 52
North.ececeeoecocococsococscococssccsncse 9 9 10 22 34 39 39
Northeast.c.ececcccccooscoccccenccss 9 4 5 11 16 19 18
North Central.cccecccceccoccocccces - 6 6 11 18 20 20
'O’t-o‘oo--c---vooooooo--oo"o.--.". - - 1 1 6 8 9
WHITE

United States........millions,. 3 34 82 118 159 178 183
Percent, total..cccoccooscess 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
south..‘.'.............'......‘..'... Ao 23 25 27 27 28 30
North.‘...................‘.......... 60 74 67 62 56 SA 52
North..’t....................‘..... 60 36 31 29 26 25 24
North Central.c.cceccccccccoccoccse - 38 36 33 30 29 28
"st....................‘.....‘..".. - 3 8 11 16 18 18

BLACK AS A PERCENT OF THE

TOTAL POPULATION

United StateS...ccceeececccccce 19 13 11 10 11 11 11
SOUthccecscscvcsccocsssocssssecssssnscs 35 36 30 24 21 19 19
North...'.....‘...................... 3 2 2 4 7 8 9
Northeast..cccesececoccccncsccsccncs 3 1 2 4 7 9 9
North Central,.cceeeeccscccconscccs - 2 2 4 7 8 8
'est.....'."."“.......‘..‘........ - l 1 1 A 5 6

- Represents or rounds to zero.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 6. Distribution of the Population by Urban-Rural Residence and Nativity

. for Selected Years: 1890 to 1970
Percent residing in-- Foreign born Native
4 Tzf:; Rural areas Pe t of Pe t
Year and race population | ., . Numbe r rcent o Number rcen

(thousands) areas (thousands) total (thousands) born in

Total Farm population South!

BLACK
1890cccceccccccccnccnne 7,489 20 80 (NA) 20 - 7,469 293
1910ccccccccoccocooccee 9,828 27 73 (NA) 40 - 9,787 93
194000 ccecescscsccncces 12,866 49 51 35 84 1 12,782 288
1950 cccccccccccccncces 15,045 62 38 21 114 1 14,931 283
1960.cccccccccccococans 18,849 73 27 8 125 1 18,723 75
1970ccccecocccnsonsonas 22,539 81 19 2 253 1 22,286 49
WHITE

1890ccccccccccccccocnes 55,101 38 62 (NA) 9,122 17 45,979 28
1910ccecceecccccscccasns 81,732 49 51 (NA) 13,346 16 68,386 29
1940ccccceevcnccconcncs 118,702 57 43 22 11,419 10 107,282 30
1950.ccccescccaccssnncs 134,478 64 36 15 10,095 8 124,383 30
1960ccccecccccnccsocens 158,838 70 30 7 9,294 6 149,544 30
1970ccccseccccccnccnnse 178,119 72 28 4 8,734 5 169,385 29

- Represents or rounds to zero.

NA Not available.

1Census Bureau evaluation studies for recent censuses (1960 and 1970) show that the figures for Blacks
born in the South have been seriously understated.

2partially estimated.

NOTE: The current definition of the urban population includes urbanized areas and places of 2,500 or

more outside urbanized areas.

made.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

This concept has been in effect since 1950 when substantial revisions were



Table 7. Black as a Percent of Total Population Inside and Outside Metropolitan Areas,
by Size of Metropolitan Area: 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Data shown according to the definition and size of metropolitan area in 1970)
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Type of residence 1960 1970 1975
United States......... cieressacescaanns eee 10.6 11.1 11.3
Metropolitan areas!. ...........ccoveevevenencnnanns 10.7 11.9 12.5
Central cities.....ccceveveccccenncens ceesssrane 16.4 20.5 22.6
Central cities in metropolitan areas of--
1,000,000 Or mOTre....cocceveecensecencnonnese 18.8 25.2 27.6
Less than 1,000,000............... cretsenens 13.2 14.9 16.8
SUbDUrbS. .. ceeeveecennss eetsecsrcessscancssssenone 4.8 4.6 5.0
Suburbs in metropolitan areas of --
1,000,000 OF MOr€...cccceceeececccconnennens 4.0 4.5 5.1
Less than 1,000,000......0c0000000ccccecccees 5.9 4.8 4.8
Nonmetropolitan Bre&sS......ceceececcccccccocsccssce 10.3 9.1 8.8
In counties designated metropolitan since
1970. .. it iiieereeenecccceccaceconosacnosanens (x) 7.7 (NA)

X Not applicable.
NA Not available.

l1Excludes Middlesex and Somerset Counties in New Jersey.

NOTE:

Standard metropolitan areas as a statistical concept were first used in the 1950 census.

However, data for 1950 have not been reconstructed according to the 1970 definition of metropolitan

areas.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 8. Estimated Net Intercensal Migration of Blacks, by Region: 1870 to 1970

(Numbers in thousands.

Plus sign (+) denotes net in-migration; minus sign (-) denotes net out-migration)

North
Intercensal period South North- North West
Total

east Central
1870-1880..ccccccecacccsccccses -60 +60 +24 +36 (NA)
1880-1890.ccceccccscacsccccccse -70 +70 +46 +24 (NA)
1890-1900cccccecscsccoacecscsocse -168 +168 +105 +63 (NA)
1900-1910.ccccecccccccnscscnnse -170 +151 +95 +56 +20
1910-1920.ccccccccccscscnsscass =454 +426 +182 +244 +28
1920-1930..cccecccccascsccscses =749 +713 +349 +364 +36
1930-1940cccecececscccccscccens =347 +299 +171 +128 +49
1940-1950.cccveccscccccccsscnns -1,599 +1,081 +463 +618 +339
1950-1960.ccccvcccsecsscccecnsos -1,473 +1,037 +496 +541 1,293
1960-1970.cccececcccacscccascss -1,380 4994 +612 +382 +301

NA Not available.
lFigure revised since prior publication.

NOTE:

survival rate method; the estimates for 1940-1970 were prepared by the vital statistics method.

"References for Tables” for further information.

Source:
Population Redistribution and Economic Growth:

Philosophical Society, Philadelphia 1957,

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; and, Everett S. Lee, et al.
United States, 1870-1950, Vol. I, The American

(See appendix A for copyright source.)

The net migration estimates for the period 1870-1940 were developed by the national census

See
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Table 9. Interregional Migration of the Population 5 Years Old and Over: March 1970 to March 1975

(Numbers in thousands.

Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

North
Migration status and race South Northeast Central West
BLACK

l“i.r“ts..l'll00l..l.oo'..o'...'!..ltho 302 118 150 153

OUtMIGrantB..cceeoecccecsecccsscscccccnce 288 182 202 51

Net nigrntion............................ 14 -“ “52 102

WHITE

INMigrantS.ccccccesccccccscscosossocessne 3,730 920 1,569 2,155

mtlligrlnts.............................. 1,939 2,160 2,714 1.561

Net migratioN.eccceccscesvsoccccccccccccncs 1,791 -1,240 -1,145 594

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Table 10. Black Population by Sex and Age for Selected Years: 1870 to 1975
(Numbers in thousands)

Sex and age 1870 1910 1940 1960 1970 1975

Total Black population......... 4,880 9,798 12,866 18,849 22,580 24,372
SEX
MB1@.ovessosssnscossonsassssssnasnsss 2,393 4,856 6,269 9,098 10,748 11,607
Female..coeesococrsccsacoscasonsansces 2,487 4,942 6,596 9,751 11,832 12,766
Males per 100 femaleS......ccc000000- 96.2 98.3 95.0 93.3 90.8 90.9
AGE

All BEESB.ccerccccccsoscosscnsns 100 100 100 100 100 100
Under 5 years....coeceeseccscsscsccss 16 13 10 14 11 10
5 t0 9 YeArS..cecersosscsscssscsccsce 13 13 10 13 12 10
10 to 14 years....cccececccccscccccns 13 12 10 10 12 12
15 to 19 years.cceecccccscscssnnnccns 11 11 10 8 11 11
20 to 24 years...cccescsvecssccsccnns 10 9 6 8 9
25 t0 34 years....ccccecccecsccccncse 16 17 13 12 13
35 to 44 yeArS....cccccr0ccaccccsccns 46 11 14 12 11 10
45 to 54 years...ccecececccesccceccne 7 10 10 9 9
55 to 64 years...c.c.ccccc00c000000a0s 4 5 7 7 7
65 years and OVer..ccccoessescssccces 3 5 ) 7 7
Age not reported....cceeceeccccsscsss - - (X) (X) (X) (x)
Median 8ge.c.ccccvccccrsccscoscsssnanee 18.5 20.8 25.1 23.5 22.4 23.4

- Represents or rounds to zero.
X Not applicable.

NOTE:

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Data for 1975 are estimates of the resident population as of April 1.



Table 11. Black Population of Selected States, for Selected Years: 1870 to 1975

(Numbers in thousands.

Data shown for 15 States with largest Black population in 1970)
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Decennial census

Selected States 1975
1870 1910 1940 1960 1970 | °stimates
Total, United StatesS..cccececee 4,880 9,828 12,866 18,872 22,580 24,435
Total, selected StateS....... 3,720 7,600 9,989 14,582 17,184 18,563
Alabama..cecsecccscossccocscssoccecne 476 908 983 980 903 920
Californi@..cccccesccsccccccccesconce 4 22 124 884 1,400 1,601
Florid@cccccecococeccccccosccssscccces 92 309 514 880 1.042 1,179
Georgit......-....................... 545 1.177 1'085 1'123 1'187 1,288
I11inOi8B.cccccccecccecccscocsccccncnse 29 109 387 1'037 1'426 1'534
LouisSi@nf.eccccscccecscsossscscsccnscce 364 714 849 1,039 1,087 1,134
'1Chi‘.nofoo-toooooo-."'o..-o.-oa-.- 12 17 208 718 991 1,080
ui'si.'ippi-oo"oooooooooo'oooooooooc 444 1'009 1'075 916 8l6 841
New YOrKececceoococooocococcoscscscssne 52 134 571 1,418 2'169 2.382
North Carolinf.cececccocccccccccscncce 392 698 981 1,116 1,126 1,193
OhiO.cocceccoccecacccoccsooccscsccccne 63 111 339 786 970 1,036
P‘nnsylv.ni."'..'--ooo"-'ooooco.ooo 65 194 470 853 1,017 1,0‘9
South Carolinf.cceccscscosscccsosccss 416 836 814 829 789 867
TeXBBeeooooeccoscesscsccoccsssssnsses 253 690 924 1,187 1,399 1,530
Virgini@.cececccecccccsocesccecccccccne 513 671 661 816 861 931
BLACK POPULATION AS A PERCENT
OF TOTAL POPULATION IN EACH STATE

Total, selected States....... 16 15 13 13 14 14
Alabama..coosccccscccsccssccccescccos 48 42 35 30 26 25
Californi@ceecccccesccccccscscccsscces 1 1 2 6 7 8
Florida..cecoececoccvssccosscscssccscs 49 41 27 18 15 14
GeOrgificsccccosccesccscososcscscccnncs 46 45 35 28 26 26
I114n048ccccceccccnsscccsccccccsccnne 1 2 5 10 13 14
Louisi@naccccscccoccssoscsccccccccces 50 43 36 32 30 30
Iichigan............--......-.o...... 1 1 4 9 11 12
M188188ipPliceccccoccccsccococsnccces 54 56 49 42 37 36
New YOrKseecoccooosesccocccocccssncces 1 1 4 8 12 13
North Carolin@..sceececsccscsccscccsce 37 32 27 24 22 22
OhiOceccscaccooscssccocscsoscocssnsoe 2 2 5 8 9 10
P‘nn.ylv‘ni‘...coottaoo.ac.coo.o-.-ao 2 3 5 8 9 9
South Carolin@.ccceccsscsssssscscccce 59 55 43 35 30 31
TeXABeeccoceosoccsosssossscccssccsossccne 31 18 14 12 12 13
Virginit......................-...... 42 33 25 21 19 19

NOTE: The 1975 data on the Black population by State are estimates of the July 1 resident population

based on experimental techniques and are subject to an unknown level of error,
United States differs from that shown in tables 1 and 10 which are for April 1,

nation of the methods used, see the source listed in "References for Tables,"

Source:

U.8., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

The estimate for the
For a detailed expla-
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Table 12. Estimates and Projections of the Population by Age: 1970 to 2000

(Numbers in thousands. Series Il Projections as of July 1, including Armed Forces overseas.
Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Black population by age

Year All races Black White Total, Under 18 to 65 years
all ages | 18 years | 64 years | and over

POPULIATION

Estimates
1970, 000t eeiennnns .o tecocne 204,878 22,782 179,494 22,782 9,532 11,695 1,556
1975..... ceececescscasenseessosnne 213,559 24,518 185,571 24,518 9,538 13,174 1,806

Projections
1980..cc0vevcccevessacsnansaconas 222,159 26,156 191,581 26,156 9,213 14,865 2,078
1985.ccccticescccasccessnccassnans 232,880 28,005 199,458 28,005 9,241 16,444 2,320
1990...cc0cncvncccccscnossnsacnans 243,513 29,799 207,257 29,799 9,406 17,788 2,607
1995. ... iiiiiii it i cciicrenaanas 252,750 31,410 213,811 31,410 9,676 18,880 2,855
2000...ccc0eccvacansscosanssansas 260,378 32,838 218,913 32,838 9,694 20,105 3,037

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Estimates
1970, . 0cecereneacecocancnnsacnces 100.0 11.1 87.6 100.0 41.8 51.3 6.8
1975 ccceieenerencsseosacasnccans 100.0 11.5 86.9 100.0 38.9 53.7 7.4

Projections
1980..cceeceaceccocancncnnsacans . 100.0 11.8 86.2 100.0 35.2 56.8 7.9
1985.. . ccverccecensocccnansacanse 100.0 12.0 85.6 100.0 33.0 58.7 8.3
1990....cveetnecrecsscosannannss 100. 12.2 85.1 100.0 31.6 59.7 8.7
1995 . ieeieereeneccancnnssacnans 100.0 12.4 84.6 100.0 30.8 60.1 9.1
2000....c0cceenceccsraracascnsens 100.0 12.6 84.1 100.0 29.5 61.2 9.2

PERCENT CHANGE OVER
PRECEDING PERIOD

Estimates
1970...cc0ieeivnenn.. Ceererieeens (X) (xX) (X) (X) (X) (x) (x)
1975. .0 iieiirseacesateanncsnns 4.2 7.6 3.4 7.6 0.1 12.6 16.1

Projections
1980...cccvivcnnncnnns cvsscscssns 4.0 6.7 3.2 6.7 -3.4 12.8 15.1
1985. . cieiitvnnecncracnnnnconns 4.8 7.1 4.1 7.1 0.3 10.6 11.6
1990. .00 cvvinceness cecsesetennas 4.6 6.4 3.9 6.4 1.8 8.2 12.4
1995. .0 ceceeerecnnricecoranccenss 3.8 5.4 3.2 5.4 2.9 6.1 9.5
2000....c0ccneeccccccrocsconcenas 3.0 4.5 2.4 4.5 0.2 6.5 6.4

X Not applicable.

NOTE: The projection series, shown in this table, starts with the estimated July 1, 1976 population and

assumes a slight reduction in future mortality and a constant amount of annual net immigration.

The ulti-

mate level of completed cohort fertility (average number of lifetime births per woman) for this series is
2.1. For a detailed discussion of the assumed levels of future fertility, mortality, and net immigration,
see Bureau of the Census Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 704.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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il. Income

INCOME LEVELS AND SELECTED CHARAC-
TERISTICS OF FAMILIES AND PERSONS

Income is a major yardstick of the economic life of the Black
population. Income trends are gauged by various summary
measures such as median income, mean income, income
ratio, etc. In recent years, family income levels of the Black
population have been increasingly affected by changes in
family composition and work experience patterns of family
members. Thus, an understanding of the changes in these
variables (which are discussed in this chapter in addition to
the “Family’’ chapter) is important in assessing differential
income trends for Black and White families.

Income statistics as used here, refer to all money receipts
received by families or persons during the preceding calendar
vear from a number of sources including wages and salaries,
self-employment, public assistance, and Social Security (see
“Definitions and Explanations’’ section). Most of the data
shown in this chapter are for family income, i.e., combined
receipts of all members of the family during the calendar
year. With few exceptions, the income figures have been
adjusted for inflation and are presented in terms of 1974
constant dollars.

Income data were first tabulated separately for the Black
population in the March 1965 Current Population Survey
(income in 1964). With the exception of data on Blacks from
the 1960 decennial census, income data for the years 1947 to
1963 shown in this chapter are for Black and other races. For
earlier years in this chapter (1935-36), data from Myrdal’s
An American Dilemma offer a limited view of income levels
of Black families for selected cities (table 13).

Generally, statistics for the Nation as a whole for Black
and other races reflect the condition of the Black population.
In 1975, Blacks comprised about 90 percent of the popu-
lation of Black and other races. The income levels for Black
and other races tend to be higher than for Blacks separately;
this differential is due primarily to the relatively higher
incomes received by certain Asian groups which are included
in the former category. Therefore, the ratio of median family
income for Black and other races to White will tend to be
higher than the ratio for Black to White. This disparity will
be wider for certain areas of the country, such as the Western
region, where there is a larger concentration of the Asian

population. For example, the 1970 census showed that in the
West over 30 percent of the population of Black and other
races was Asian, whereas in the Southern region, 99 percent
of the population of Black and other races was Black.

In this chapter, the term ‘‘Black’’ is used throughout the
text although the data may be for ‘‘Black and other races.’’
In a few instances, distinctions are noted between income
levels of Black and other races and Black because the two
population groups show different income patterns or trends.
(See the discussion on ‘‘Median income ratio,”” for example.)

Trends in Family Income: 1947 to 1974

Median income levels. For Black families, the 27-year span
from 1947 to 1974 is characterized as an overall period of
moderate economic growth, interrupted by several re-
cessions. During this period (after accounting for the effects
of inflation) the median income of Black families more than
doubled, with the most pronounced upgrading in the income
levels occurring from 1964 to 1969.! In contrast, little or no
progress was made during the 1953-59 and 1969-74 periods.

In 1947, the median income of Black families (in 1974
dollars) was $3,560; by 1953 it had increased by 28 percent
to $4,550. The growth in income levels of Black families
slowed from 1953 to 1959, as a result of the 1953-54 and
1957-58 recessions, but a moderate increase (20 percent) was
again evident for the 1959-64 period (table 15).

Between 1964 and 1969, the median family income of
Black families rose by about 36 percent, from $5,920 to
$8,070. Conversely, during the more recent period (1969 to
1974), the income levels for Black families were adversely
affected by the severe inflationary pressures and the 1969-70
and 1973-75 recessions. The 1974 median income of $7,810
for Black families was about 3 percent below the 1969 level.

From 1947 to 1974, the median income of Black families
increased proportionately more than that of White families—
119 percent compared with 92 percent. However, consider-
ing the five periods shown in table 15, the proportionate

! The difference in the rate of increase in income levels during the
1964-69 period and the 1947-63 period is statistically significant at
the 1.6 level of significance. See section, " Source and Reliability of
the Data.”
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increase in the median income of Black families was less than
that for White families during the 1953-59 period, and, as
noted earlier, between 1969 and 1974 the median income of
Black families experienced a decline (table 15).

The rising median incomes of Black families are reflected
in the substantial changes in the proportion of these families
located in different income intervals. The proportion of
Black families with incomes under $3,000 in terms of 1974
purchasing power declined from 43 percent in 1947 to 15
percent in 1974, which is a decrease of about two-thirds.
Substantial declines in the proportion of families with in-
comes under $3,000 were observed for each time interval
shown in table 21 except for the intervals 1953 to 1959
and 1969 to 1974.

The increase in the proportion of families with incomes
over $10,000 was considerable. In 1947, only 8 percent of
Black families had incomes of $10,000 or more as compared
with about 39 percent in 1974. For this income category, the
period of greatest change occurred from 1964 to 1969. The
progress made by Black families in attaining higher incomes
did not continue during the subsequent 5 years (1969 to
1974). The proportion of Black families with incomes over
$10,000 in 1974—39 percent—was virtually the same as it
was in 1969 (table 21).

One of the major reasons for the rise in Black family
median income has been the increasing proportion of wives
who work and thus contribute to the family income. For
example, the median income (in current dollars) of Black
husband-wife families with working wives increased from
$4,170 in 1959 to $8,950 in 1969, an increase of 115
percent. At the same time, the median income of Black
families in which the husband was the only earner increased
from $3,020 to $5,570, or by 85 percent.?

Median income ratio. Although Black families experienced
relatively greater increases in median income than White
families from 1947 to 1974, the median income levels in
1974 of Black families were still substantially below those of
White families. The median income of Black and other races
families ($8,270) in 1974 was only 62 percent of the median
income of $13,360 for White families (table 14). However, a
small segment of Black families achieved income equality
with their White counterparts during this period. (See the
discussion on young husband-wife families.)

The median income ratio of Black and other races families
to White families has varied during the 27 years (1947-74)
largely as a result of expansions and downturns in the
economy. These fluctuations appear to be related to the
tightening of the labor market and business cycle expansions
and contractions (table 14).2

In 1947, the median income ratio of Black and other races
to White families was 51 percent; the ratio moved upward

3U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current
Populstion Reports, Series P-23, No. 39, p. 7.

3 Afbert Wohistetter and Sinclair Colemen, Race Differences in
Income, (Santa Monica: The Rand Corporation), 1970 p. 27.

with some fluctuation during the 1947-563 period and
registered 56 percent by 1953. After 1953, a general
downward movement in the ratio was evident, but by 1964,
the ratio had again advanced, returning to the 1953 level of
56 percent. The median income ratio increased from the 56
percent in 1964 to 63 percent in 1969, as a result of the
substantial economic growth for families of Black and other
races. By 1974, the income ratio was not significantly
different from the 1969 level (table 14).

The ratio of Black to White median family income from
1964 to 1974 shows a slightly different pattern from that of
Black and other races to White. Over the entire period, the
ratio rose from 54 percent in 1964 to 58 percent in 1974.
Since 1969, however, the overall income differential between
Black and White families has widened—from 61 percent in
1969 to 58 percent in 1974. The “index of income overlap,”’
another measure of income comparability, was about 72 in
both 1969 and 1974, indicating that the differentials
between Black and White income size distribution had
remained much the same (tables 14 and 20).

The decline in the Black-to-White median family income
ratio from 1969 to 1974 reflects many interrelated factors.
Briefly, differential changes in the proportion of Black and
White multiple-earner families and work experience patterns
of family members appear to be among the more important
factors. In turn, the variations in these two factors are largely
the result of changes in (1) family composition, such as the
proportion of families maintained by women, and (2) the
proportion of husband-wife families with wives in the paid
labor force. Historically, Black families have had a greater
proportion of multiple earners than White families. Within
recent years, however, there has been a decline in this
proportion among Black families. In 1974, the proportion of
Black families with multiple earners (48 percent) was less
than that of White families (54 percent) (table 23). The
number of earners and their relative importance in Black
families and White families affect the size of the income gap
between Blacks and Whites. Table 23 shows that the incomes
of Black families with at least two earners were relatively
closer to those of corresponding White families than were the
incomes of Black families with only one earner.*

Other income measures. The increase in the number of
families and total money income between 1947 and 1974
contributed to the growth in aggregate family income over
the period. Aggregate income (unadjusted for inflation) of
Black families rose from $6 billion in 1947 to $64 billion in
1974. During those years, the number of Black families
increased by 3.1 million and the mean family income
increased fivefold (tables 16, 17, and 18).

Although there has been an increase both in the number
of Black families and in total aggregate income, Black

4 A detailed analysis of these and other factors is presented in
Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 54, ‘“The Socisl and
Economic Status of the Black Population in the United States:
1974.” (Also, see tables 22, 23, and 25 in this section.)



families continue to receive a disproportionately low share of
the total money income in the United States. In 1974, Black
families comprised 11 percent of all families in the United
States and received 8 percent of the aggregate family income.
Yet, these proportions represented some improvements over
1947 proportions, which were 8 and 5 percent, respectively
(table 16).

Although in absolute terms the level of economic well-
being of the Black community has improved during the past
quarter-century, there has been little variation in the distri-
bution of income within that community. The share of
aggregate income received by each fifth and top 5 percent of
Black families has remained relatively stable since 1947; the
same was true of White families (tables 17 and 18).

Income Levels by Type of Family and Number of
Earners

income data on Black families by selected characteristics,
which are generally available since 1964, show significant
variations in income for the Black community. From 1964 to
1974, the median income of families maintained by Black
men rose by 48 percent (in constant 1974 dollars), from
$7,020 to $10,370, with most of the change occurring during
the first 5 years of this period. Among the families
maintained by men, the median income of families in which
both the husband and wife were in the paid labor force rose
more steeply than that for families in which the wife was not
in the paid labor force (table 22).

The median income of families maintained by a woman
was considerably less than that for families maintained by a
man. In the decade from 1964 to 1974, the rise in incomes
for families maintained by women was only about one-half as
much as that for families maintained by men. In fact, the
median income of families maintained by women showed
virtually no change in the latter half of that decade (1969 to
1974). The lack of growth in income, coupled with the
increasing proportion of Black families maintained by
women, particularly since 1969, contributed to the decline in
the overall median income level for Black families, noted
previously in this chapter.

In the same 10-year period (1964 to 1974), the median
income of Black families with two or more earners grew
faster than that of Black families with one earner or no
earners. Black families with multiple earners increased their
median income level by 55 percent, from $7,910 to $12,280
(table 23).

Regional Trends in Family Income: 1953 to 1974

Income data by region first became available from the March
1954 Current Population Survey. In the South and in the
North and West, Black families have experienced growth in
real income; however, there has been greater improvement in
the South. From 1953 to 1974, the median income (in
constant dollars) of Black families in the South about
doubled from $3,350 to $6,730. In the North and West, the
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comparable figures were $6,450 in 1953 and $9,260 in
1974, an increase of 43 percent.

In 1964, the median income for Southern Black families
($4,600) was about 57 percent of that for Black families in
the North and West ($8,010). Substantial improvement
occurred in the 10-year period ending in 1974, when the
median income for the 2.8 million Black families living in the
South was about 73 percent of the income for Black families
in the North and West (table 19).

Regional differences in real income growth over the 21-
year span (1953-74) are further reflected by the income dis-
tribution of Black families. In the North and West, the per-
cent of Black families with incomes of $10,000 and over more
than doubled between 1953 and 1974; in the South, the per-
cent for Black families increased sevenfold. The proportions
for the North and West were 20 percent in 1953 and 46 per-
cent in 1974; comparable proportions for the South were 4
and 31 percent, respectively. For the periods under consider-
ation in table 21, for Black families, the largest percentage
pointincrease in the $10,000 or more income category for the
North and West, as well as for the South, occurred from
1964 to 1969. In line with the gains noted at the upper end
of the income distribution among Black families in the North
and West and the South, there has been an accompanying
decline at the lower end of the income scale (incomes under
$3,000) (table 21).

In 1974, the median income level of Black families
remained below that of White families in the North and West
and in the South. In the North and West, the median income
ratio of Black to White families had declined since 1953 (76
percent in 19563 versus 67 percent in 1974). On the other
hand, the corresponding median income ratio for families in
the South improved somewhat—from 49 percent in 1953 to
56 percent in 1974 (table 19).

The income data on Black families shown by region for
the earlier years (through 1959) presented in tables 19, 20,
and 21 include families of “‘other” races. As noted previously,
this has the particular effect of raising the income lévels shown
for Black families in the West and in the North and West.

Recent Changes in Young Husband-Wife Families

The overall Black-to-White median income ratio does not
necessarily reflect the income positions of all segments of the
Black community. At least one segment of the Black
population—young husband-wife families (husband under 35
years) in which both the husband and wife were earners in
the North and West—has made dramatic strides in its
economic position relative to comparable Whites. In fact, by
1969 these young Black husband-wife families had actually
achieved income parity with their White contemporaries; this
relationship held through 1974 (table 26). (This situation
was not true for Black families in which the husband was the
only earner.) Although these gains were impressive, in the
North and West these young Black husband-wife families in
which both spouses were earners continued to comprise a
very small proportion (6 percent) of all Black families in this
country in 1974.
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In the South, Black husband-wife families (husband under
35 years) have also made substantial improvement in their
income position relative to corresponding White families.
Data for the more recent period from 1969 to 1974 suggest
that these young Black families in the South are approximat-
ing the earlier patterns of their contemporaries in the North
and West. Between 1959 and 1969, the ratio of Black-to-
White median income of Southern families in which both the
husband and wife were earners advanced 16 percentage
points, from 56 percent to 72 percent; in the 5-year period
from 1969 to 1974, it increased another 12 percentage
points to 84 percent (table 26).

Among young husband-wife families, regardless of region,
the income gap between Blacks and Whites has been
narrowed through the earnings of Black wives. In the South,
young Black wives had mean earnings in 1974 which were
almost equal to those of their White counterparts ($3,790
and $4,050, respectively); in contrast, the Black husbands in
these families averaged 80 percent of the comparable White
husbands’ earnings. In 1974, the contributions of young
Black wives to the family income was proportionately greater
than those of young White wives. Between 1969 and 1974 in
the South, the mean earnings of Black wives as a percent of
family income increased from 29 to 33 percent, whereas the
comparable proportions for White wives remained around 29
percent.

During the 1959-74 period, the mean earnings of young
Black wives in the North and West kept parity with those of
young White wives, whereas in 1974, young Black husbands
in the North and West still had incomes lower than their
White counterparts. However, during this period the mean
earnings of young Black husbands as a percent of the mean
earnings of young White husbands increased from 76 percent
in 1959 to 93 percent in 1974 (table 28).

Income of Persons

By concentrating on the data for Black persons and White
persons, it is possible to focus on changes which affect
individuals rather than a group such as families, which is
subject to changes in composition over time.

Over the past quarter of a century (1948 to 1974), the
gains in income for Black men were somewhat less striking
than those recorded for Black women. In addition, the gains
in the income for Black women relative to White women
were more pronounced than the gains realized by Black men
relative to White men.

From 1948 to 1974, the median income of Black women
rose by 178 percent, from $1,010 to $2,810 whereas the
median income for Black men rose by 92 percent from
$2,790 to $5,370. The corresponding increases for White
women and White men were 35 and 71 percent, respectively.
The median income ratio of Black women to White women
showed substantial improvement from 43 percent in 1948 to
90 percent in 1974. On the other hand, the income ratio of
Black men to White men increased only slightly over the 26
years, from 54 percent to 61 percent (table 30).

Considering the more recent period from 1969 to 1974,
the ratio of Black-to-White median income increased for both
Black men and women, in contrast to the changes in income
experienced by Black families. In 1969, the Black-to-White
median income ratio for men was 58 percent; by 1974, the
ratio had moved upward slightly to 61 percent. The income
ratios of Black-to-White women were 84 percent and 90
percent, respectively, in 1969 and 1974 (table 30).

The striking increase from 1947 to 1974 in the ratio of
Black to White median income for women is largely the
result of increased earnings of Black women. For example,
among women with wage and salary income (unadjusted for
inflation), the income of Black women increased elevenfold
between 1947 and 1974 compared to a fourfold increase for
the comparable group of White women (table 32).

Year-round full-time workers have higher incomes, on the
average, than do other workers. Black men who worked year
round full time have incomes which are closer to their White
counterparts than all Black men (regardiess of work ex-
perience). Black men with year-round full-time jobs had a
median income of $8,710 in 1974, or 70 percent of the
median income for comparable White men. The correspond-
ing ratio for all Black men was 61 percent. In contrast to
Black men, the median income for Black women ($6,370)
who worked year round full time in 1974 was 91 percent of
the median income for comparable White women (table 31).

POVERTY STATUS: 1959 TO 1974
Persons

The earliest data available on the poverty population are for
1959. In that year, 9.9 million Blacks and 28.3 million
Whites were classified as poor. Over the entire 15-year span
from 19569 to 1974, the number of poor persons, both Black
and White, was noticeably reduced but the decline was more
pronounced among the White population. Despite the
declines, substantial numbers of Blacks and Whites were still
in poverty in 1974 (table 33).

The number of Blacks below the poverty level dropped
from 9.9 million in 1959 to 7.5 million in 1974, While this
change represents a 25-percent decline for the entire period,
nearly all of the decrease occurred during the first 10 years.
During the latter part of the period (1969 to 1974), the
number of low-income Blacks moved within a relatively
narrow range.

From 1959 to 1974, the number of Whites below the
poverty level declined by 43 percent from 28.3 million to
16.3 million, Most of the decline for Whites in poverty took
place between 1959 and 1969. Even though the number of
such persons fluctuated between 1969 and 1974, modest
reductions in the number of White poor were still noted
(table 33).

Although the number of Blacks in poverty dropped
between 1959 and 1969, the proportion of the poor who
were Black rose slightly from 26 percent to 29 percent,
which reflects the greater reduction in the number of



low-income Whites over this same period. The 1974 propor-
tion of all poor persons who were Black was about the same
as that in 1969 (table 35).

In 1959, 55 percent of all Blacks were below the poverty
level. This proportion dropped significantly in the subse-
quent 10-year period, so that by 1969, 1 of every 3 Blacks
was poor. The proportion of Blacks in poverty showed little
or no change between 1969 and 1974. In both 1959 and
1974, the poverty rate for Blacks was about three times that
for Whites (table 33).

Families

The patterns observed for both Black families and White
families below the poverty level are similar to those already
discussed for poor persons. Sizable decreases were registered
in the numbers of both Black families and White families in
poverty over the 15-year period and, as was noted for poor
persons, the largest share of these declines occurred between
1959 and 1969.

In 1959, 1.9 million Black families were below the
poverty level; this number declined during the next 10
years. After an increase in the number of poor Black families
between 1969 and 1970, the number leveled off in the early
1970’s and remained virtually the same between 1970 and
1974. This stability represented a mixed composite of
declines in poverty among low-income Black families main-
tained by men and increases among those maintained by
women (table 34).

The poverty rate for Black families decreased from 48
percent in 1959 to 28 percent in 1969. This rate was the
same in 1974 as in 1969. Between 1959 and 1974, the
number of poor Black families maintained by a woman
climbed from 551,000 to 1 million. Furthermore, families
maintained by women have comprised an increasing propor-
tion of all low-income Black families. In 1959, about 30
percent of all poor Black families were maintained by
women; this proportion grew to 54 percent in 1969 and
reached 67 percent in 1974, representing over two-thirds of
all low-income Black families (table 34). The increasing
proportion of poor Black families maintained by women
during this period is a reflection of the increasing represen-
tation in the total Black population of families maintained
by women (see table 74 in the ‘‘Family” chapter). These
families have consistently had a higher poverty rate than
families maintained by men (with or without wife present).
The poverty rate for Black families maintained by a woman
was 65 percent in 1959 and 63 percent in 1974. In contrast,
during the same period the poverty rate for Black families
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maintained by a man (with or without a wife present)
dropped from 43 percent to 14 percent.

In 1959, about 6.0 million White families were below the
poverty level; the comparable figure for 1974 was 3.5
million. Over this 15-year period, the proportion of all White
families in poverty declined from 15 percent to 7 percent.
Between 19569 and 1974, poor White families maintained by
women comprised an increasing proportion of all poor White
families, a pattern which is similar to, but less pronounced
than, the pattern for poor Black families (table 34).

Selected Characteristics of Poor Persons

The proportion of poor Blacks who were living in families
declined slightly from 92 percent in 1959 to 87 percent in
1974, Unrelated individuals as a percent of all poor Blacks
increased correspondingly during this period (table 36).

In 1974, the poverty rate for Black related children under
18 years old was almost four times the comparable rate for
White children (41 percent versus 11 percent). This dif-
ferential has narrowed since 1959. The vast majority (70
percent) of these poor Black children in 1974 were in
families maintained by women (table 37).

In 1959, about two-thirds (62 percent) of the Black
population 65 years and over were poor; this proportion had
declined to 36 percent by 1974. Although the decrease has
been impressive, elderly Blacks were still more than twice as
likely to be poor in 1974 as their White counterparts—36
versus 14 percent (table 38). The enactment of substantial
increases in Social Security benefits in the early 1970's was a
major factor in the decline in poverty among the aged, both
Black and White.

Relatively high rates for Black families (regardiess of the

“person maintaining the family) continue to be associated

with those living in the South or in nonmetropolitan areas,
and those maintained by a person with less than a high
school education, or by a nonworking person (table 39).

The majority of poor families, regardiess of race, receive
earnings. Among poor Black families, the proportion with
earnings declined from 68 percent in 1969 to 57 percent in
1974. Over the same period, the proportion remained almost
unchanged for poor White families (about 50 percent). For
poor Black families with income other than earnings, public
assistance was the major source of income, and the proportion
of such families with this type of income increased from 46
to 60 percent between 1989 and 1974. Among poor White
families, Social Security, public assistance, and dividends,
interest, and rent, were the major types of income other than
earnings received in 1969, 1972, and 1974 (table 40).
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Table 13. Median Income of Black and Native White Families in Selected Cities: 1935-36

Native Ratio:
City and type of family Black White Black to
native White
HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES
Nw York’ N.Y...C..............0...0. $980 $1.930 0051
Chic.go' Ill...C...CC....Q...C....... 726 1'687 0043
Columbus, Ohi10..cceeeececcescsccscess 831 1,622 0.51
Atl‘nt" G‘..O.......OOQ....Cl....... 632 1'876 0.34
COIMbl" SCC...‘OOOOOOCC.C.‘I...O... 576 1’876 0.31
Mobile, AlB..cccececeescecssscoscccss 481 1,419 0.34
OTHER FAMILIES
Atlanta, GB.ceeesessecososascsssnsons $332 $940 0.35
Columbia, S.C.cveeeseccccocnssssscscce 254 1,403 0.18
Mobille, AlB..ccevseccssccccscssaccasne 301 784 0.38

NOTE: The 1935-1936 income data from the Department of Labor's Study of Consumer Purchases,
presented in An American Dilemma, are the earliest data tabulated on Black families. Husban
wife families were designated as ''Normal families' in An American Dilemma.
was defined as consisting of at least a husband and wife, living together, with or without

children.

Source: Gunnar Myrdal, et al. An American Dilemma. New York:

Harper and Brothers, 1944.

d-

A "Normal family"
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Table 14. Selected Measures of Famlly Income: 1947 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Median income Median income ratio Indezv:lf-I::come

Year Black and other races Black and | Black Black and | Black

White other races to other races to

Total Black ! to White White to White White
1947 ..ot i ittt iiieeaenans $3,563 (NA) $6,970 0.51 (NA) 0.62 (NA)
1948......... [P ceeen 3,622 (NA) 6,781 0.53 (NA). 0.63 (NA)
1949, it iiiiiiiiiiinnrnnnns 3,413 (NA) 6,686 0.51 (NA) 0.62 (NA)
1950 .0 iivieeceneracennnns 3,828 (NA) 7,057 0.54 (NA) 0.65 (NA)
1951......... F N .o 3,858 (NA) 7,326 0.53 (NA) 0.63 (NA)
1952........... tetreenaans . 4,344 (NA) 7,643 0.57 (NA) 0.62 (NA)
1953. . iiiiiiiiiitnnncncnnns 4,547 (NA) 8,110 0.56 (NA) 0.66 (NA)
1954, . . iiiiiiiiennnnnnnas 4,422 (NA) 7,961 0.56 (NA) 0.66 (NA)
1955, . i iiiiiieinnnncennas 4,685 (NA) 8,495 0.55 (NA) 0.65 (NA)
1956, . cciiiiiicccncncannns 4,768 (NA) 9,060 0.53 (NA) 0.64 (NA)
1957, 00ccnnn.. 4,843 (NA) 9,051 0.54 (NA) 0.65 (NA)
1958, . ciiiiiiinccinnncnans 4,624 (NA) 9,039 0.51 (NA) 0.64 (NA)
1959....... [P ceeeens 5,348 $5,156 9,970 0.54 0.52 0.64 (NA)
1960....ccciviiiiinnncnnnns 5,379 (NA) 9,716 0.55 (NA) 0.68 (NA)
1961.......... Ceesesasanans 5,260 (NA) 9,859 0.53 (NA) 0.66 (NA)
1962....c0cvennnne Ceceaas .. 5,429 (NA) 10,168 0.53 (NA) 0.64 (NA)
1963....00000nnnn [ 5,581 (NA) 10,547 0.53 (NA) 0.65 (NA)
1964. .. ciiiiiiiennncennnns 6,102 5,921 10,903 0.56 0.54 0.68 0.68
1965. .. cciiinieniennccnnnns 6,242 6,072 11,333 0.55 0.54 0.67 0.66
1966......c000eiiennnnennnn 7,128 6,850 11,890 0.60 0.58 0.71 0.71
1967...... Ceerrereracnenenns 7,524 7,201 12,162 0.62 0.59 0.72 0.69
1968....cciviiiiiriincnnnns 7,924 7,603 12,668 0.63 0.60 0.73 0.71
1969...cciiiiiieiennncnnnns 8,328 8,074 13,175 0.63 0.61 0.73 0.71
1970, ciiiieenninnnnnnns .. 8,275 7,978 13,000 0.64 0.61 0.74 0.72
1971........ Ceceessecnenaan 8,175 7,844 12,995 0.63 0.60 0.74 0.72
1972, . ciiiiiinncncnnnacenns 8,376 8,094 13,614 0.62 0.59 0.74 0.72
D L I 8,429 8,068 13,977 0.60 0.58 0.73 0.71
1974........ et rceerentenns 8,265 7,808 13,356 0.62 0.58 0.74 0.72

NA Not available.

NOTE: All income data in tables 14 to 32 are from Current Population Surveys with the exception of
selected 1959 data. The 1959 median income data in table 14 and the 1959 data on earning status of husbands
and wives in tables 26, 27, and 28 are from the 1960 census.

The Index of Income Overlap of White and Black is a statistical measure which summarizes the degree of
overlap between the two distributions and is equal to 1.00 when the two distributions are identical. Speci-
fically, the index, which was computed on the basis of detailed income intervals, measures the sum of the
commonalities expressed in terms of percents shared between Whites and Blacks for each income class inter-
val. For more detailed explanation of Index of Income Overlap, see Bureau of the Census Technical Paper
No. 22 "Measures of Overlap of Income Distributions of White and Black Families in the United States."

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 15. Distribution of Families, by Income for Selected Years: 1947 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars.

Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Families as of the following year,

Income and race 19471 19531 19591 1964 1969 1974
BLACK
Number of families,,.....thousands,, 3,117 (NA) 4,239 4,384 4,774 5,498
percent...........00...0‘......0. 100 100 loo 100 100 loo
Under $1,500...cc000ceccsscccsceccsssncns 19 16 14 8 5 4
$1,500 to $2,999..c00cecvrcnccrcccccncans 23 16 19 13 10 10
$3,000 t0 $4,999. . 0ccccccccrcacsocnsscces 26 23 19 20 15 17
$5,000 t0 $6,999.0cc0teccccccrccncccrcnns 15 18 16 18 14 14
$7,000 to $9,999. . c0cctccecccccncsssoccne 9 16 17 18 19 16
$10,000 to $11,999..cc0ceecccsssccncscnns 6 7 8 9 8
$12,000 to $14,999. . ccceecccccccccaccanen 8 3 5 7 12 11
$15’000 md overOOOC.O..0.0CO...O......-Q 2 4 8 17 19
Median 1nCOMEe....veeeeoccscccasssancsnoss $3,563 $4,547 $4,931 $5,921 $8,074 $7,808
Net change from 1947:

AOUNt. .4 0eeeeocaeacsracnccsncsascsnans (x) $984 $1,368 $2,358 $4,511 $4,245
percent..‘0.0.0...........I.....OO...‘. (x) 27.6 38.4 66.2 126.6 119.1

Net change over preceding date:
ADOUNT. . v4eeeescesescsacscossnascacans (x) $984 $384 $990 $2,153 $-266
Percent..ccccecceccccvcescocencccccscns (x) 27.6 8.4 20.1 36.4 -303

WHITE
Number of families......thousands.. 34,120 (NA) 40,872 | 43,081 46,022 49,451
Percent...cececcesccceccsssscanss 100 100 100 100 100 100
Under $1’s°°..Q.l.........ttl......'..‘0. 6 7 4 3 2 z
$1,SOO to $2,999o..¢..oooo---oooooc--o.oo 8 7 6 5 3 3
$3,000 to $4,999..cccteccccccccnoccoccsan 16 11 10 9 7 7
$5)000 to $6’99900000000...00000.000000.0 24 16 12 10 8 8
$7’000 to $9,999.-.........O..O...OOC.Q.- 21 26 23~ 18 14 14
$10,000 to $11,999..cccueccrccsscnsccnces 13 16 13 11 11
$12,000 to $14,999...ccc0cecccccccccccncs 25 9 12 15 16 15
$15’000 and overoo..oooo.ooooooocoocooo-o 11 19 28 ‘.o ‘.2
Median iNCOMEe....cecccoececcccssoncccsnns $6,970 $8,110 $9,547 | $10,903 | $13,175 $13,356
Net change from 1947:

ADOUNt. . e0seuvassecsssosassnnssasncanes (x) 31,140 $2,577 $3,933 $6,205 $6,386
Percent..cceevecccscsessecscscsscscccces (x) 16.4 37.0 56.4 89.0 91.6

Net change over preceding date:
AMOUNt. . 0eeeeececccsrascccsacssccanses (x) $1,140 $1,437 $1,356 $2,272 $181
Percent.......O..'.Ol...‘t..'.......... (x) 16'4 17.7 1‘.2 2008 1!“

NA Not available,
X Not applicable.

lpata for Black include families of "other' races,

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,



Table 16. Aggregate Family Income for Selected Years: 1947 to 1974
Families as of the following year)

(In current dollars.
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Families

Aggregate income

Ratio: percent
aggregate income
Race of head and year Number Percent (;thgg;s Percent to percent
(thousands) |[distribution of dollars) distribution families
1947
TOtBl:veeecosooonsnsnsssons 37,237 100.0 $133 100.0 x)
Black and other races......cecee 3,117 8.4 6 4.7 0.56
Whit@..coeeoroonsesseassoccencnnss 34,120 91.6 127 95.3 1.04
1959
TOtBl.eeeeeocoonsonansasess 45,111 100.0 $270 100.0 (X)
Black and other races............ 4,239 9.4 15 5.4 0.57
White...ecoseoessoocscsonscconses 40,872 90.6 255 94.6 1.04
1964
TOtBLl:useoosocsasscnncasnns 47,956 100.0 $351 100.0 x)
Black and other races............ 4,754 9.9 22 6.4 0.65
White...ooeeesonscnnsnsansconnass 43,081 89.8 328 93.6 1.04
1969
TOtBleeessossesooenenssnnne 51,586 100.0 $542 100.0 (X)
Black and other races.........c.. 5,215 10.1 38 7.0 0.69
Whit@.ooveeesoeroosssnnnssonnnnes 46,022 89.2 504 93.0 1.04
1974
TOtAl..eeoeeoosasonoscancns 55,712 100.0 $808 100.0 (X)
Black and other races............ 6,262 11.2 64 7.9 0.71
White.ceeeeoooeoosssansossonansns 49,451 88.8 744 92.1 1.04

X Not applicable.
NOTE:

controls are not available by race.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

For the years 1964 and 1969, the number of Black and other races and White families do not add
to the total because the totals were adjusted to population controls based on the 1970 census.

These
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Table 17. Percentage Share of Aggregate income Received by Each Fifth and Top 5 Percent of Black and
Other Races and White Families, for Selected Years: 1947 to 1974

(In current dollars. Families as of the following year)

Number of
Lowest | Second [Middle | Fourth | Highest | Top 5 Mean
Year and race of head families f1fth | fifth | f1fth | fifth | fifth |percent |income
(thousands)
BLACK AND OTHER RACES
1947 eitneeeenenseenacnancensonanns 3,117 4.3 10.4 16.1 23.8 45.3 16.4 | $1,986
) L 5 (NA) 3.9 10.7 17.3 25.0 43.1 15.1 2,872
1959. . cccieeccncenccccnencencnncons 4,239 4.0 9.7 16.6 25.3 44 .4 15.6 3,463
L 4,754 4.4 10.5 16.2 24.2 44 .7 16.9 4,726
1969 .. cceccnaccescscscccooncconnnsns 5,215 4.8 10.9 16.9 24.7 42.7 15.2 7,255
D Ly 6,262 4.6 10.0 16.2 25.0 44 .2 15.9 10,192
WHITE
1947 . ciieeeeeaceneeronccssasansasans 34,120 5.5 12.2 17.0 22.9 42.5 17 .4 $3,697
B 1 (NA) 5.0 12.9 18.0 23.6 40.4 15.6 4,883
1959. ..t iteeeccccesncecnnccnnnns 40,872 5.4 12.7 17.8 23.6 40.5 15.7 6,235
1964....c0iieieeecensccncnccancnnnns 43,081 5.5 12.4 17.8 23.8 40.5 15.7 7,625
1969. . ciieieiercsnerencenoscnncnnes 46,022 5.9 12.7 17.8 23.5 40.1 15.4 10,953
D 49,451 5.8 12.3 17.6 23.8 40.5 15.1 15,047

NA Not available.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 18. income at Selected Positions Received by Each Fifth and Top 5 Percent of Black and Other Races

and White Families for Selected Years: 1947 to 1974

(In current dollars.

Year and race of head

Number

Families as of the following year)

Income at selected positions

of
families

(thousands)

BLACK AND OTHER RACES

1947.0...0.00000000000000000000000‘
1953..0000000..oo.-ooto‘tto.ooooooo
1959.oooooooooctcoo.oo.oo.o.oo..o.o
196409ooooo.ooo.to.oco-c-oocooooooo
1969..0ooooo.ootooooooo.o.tooooooco

197400000000oooooo.o.ooooo.oo..o.-o
WHITE

194700..0.0.000.0000...0.000.000000
1953..Ot‘00‘000.0'..00..0.0..0000..
19590000000.oooooo.'too-oo-oooo.ooo
19640.0..0'00000!.00000....00‘0....
1969.o.oooooo-uoooo.oo.ooooo'oo‘..o

19740.00000..00.000...0.0.0.'0..'9.

RATIO: BLACK AND OTHER RACES
TO WHITE

1947.0.00co.ococbo00000.000-0000000
1953.oottoocooo.oo;tocoocoao.occo-o
19590..00‘00000000.'000.00.00.000-.
196‘0.000..ocoo..oooooooootco.o.ooo
1969.0ocooooooo;-000.0-00.-00000000

1974oooooooooooooo.otoo;ooo.co.oooo

3,117

(NA)
4,239
4,754
5,215
6,262

34,120

(Na)
40,872
43,081
46,022
49,451

0.09
(NA)
0.10
0.11
0.11
0.13

Mean
Upper limit of each fifth Top 5 income
Lowest Second Middle Fourth percent
$760 $1,319 $1,905 $2,921 $5,301 | $1,986
1,038 2,033 2,991 4,359 7,066 2,872
1,207 2,180 3,567 5,300 8,722 3,463
1,857 3,100 4,630 7,000 11,400 4,726
2,959 5,000 7,356 10,920 17,238 7,255
3,798 6,548 10,200 15,868 24,267 | 10,192
$1,756 | $2,692| $3,589| $5,052| $8,304| $3,697
2,354 3,808 5,036 6,727 10,437 4,883
3,000 4,872 6,300 8,600 13,050 6,235
3,586 5,800 7,800 10, 500 16,056 7,625
5,360 8,375 11,090 15,021 23,298 | 10,953
7,100 11,266 15,307 21,000 32,586 | 15,047
0.43 0.49 0.53 0.58 0.64 0.54
0.44 0.53 0.59 0.65 0.68 0.59
0.40 0.45 0.57 0.62 0.67 0.56
0.52 0.53 0.59 0.67 0.71 0.62
0.55 0.60 0.66 0.73 0.74 0.66
0.53 0.58 0.67 0.76 0.74 0.68

NA Not available,

Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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Table 19. Median Famiiy iIncome by Region for Selected Years: 1953 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Region
Race of head and year gnitod North and West
tates
South North
Total Northeast Central West

1953
Black and Other raceS...cecceevseccescscss $4,547 $3,353 $6,454 $6,201 $6,538 $7,001
White.eeeeeooesoasecsscosocesososessescss 8,110 6,855 8,578 8,590 8,574 8,560
Ratio: Black and other races to White... 0.56 0.49 0.75 0.72 0.76 0.82

1959
Black and Other races.....cceoeeesoeseccs $4,931 $3,264 $7,047 $7,130 $6,647 $7,540
White..ccveeecoeneoroacscncsccascocncssnsne 9,547 8,294 9,999 10,147 9,540 10,645
Ratio: Black and other races to White... 0.52 0.39 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.71

1964
Black!, . iceerecrerocnsrrnccccnccnsnacnas $5,921 $4,597 $8,010 $7,877 $8,023 $9,199
Whit@.sseeooerooaosocosccscocoancascsnans 10,903 9,364 11,512 11,795 11,129 11,777
Ratio: Black to White...J eeeeesecccccces 0.54 0.49 0.70 0.67 0.72 0.78

1969
BlacCK.sessooseosscscesescssessccacssnsnse $8,074 $6,708 $9,969 $9,296 $10,393 $10,334
whit‘ooo-totco.oooo.ooo.oonooou...oo-oooo 13.175 11.789 13'747 13,808 13,713 13.717
Ratio: Black to Whit@.ceesececscsocscccs 0.61 0.57 0.73 0.67 0.76 0.75

1974
BlacCK:cesoosoeosssccsccccssscsccesssccasscs $7,808 $6,730 $9,26° $8'788 $9'846 .585
Whit@.eeeeeoecsnssssscoscscocssoscscsscee 13,356 12,050 13,905 14,164 14,017 13,339
Ratio: Black to White.eeeeoconccccsconsne 0.58 0.56 0.67 0062 0.70 0.64

!Data for Northeast, North Central, and West include families of "other" races.

| 1953,

i
Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

NOTE: Data on income for families by region first became available from the Current Population Survey for
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Table 20. Measures of income by Region and Type of Family for Selected Years: 1953 to 1974
(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Subject 19531 19591 1964 1969 1974
RATIO: BLACK TO WHITE MEDIAN INCOME
All fmilies...............u...... 0.56 0-52 0.54 0.61 0-58
Region:
so“thCOOO..O.C..O.t...l...‘....“‘....... 0049 0039 0.49 0.57 °|56
“orth mwe.t..'.............‘..‘.....‘. 0075 °l7° 0070 0.73 0067
Type of family:
Male he.dz-.oo..‘00..0..000000000.000‘.0. (NA) (NA) 0.62 0.71 0.74
Married, wife present....cecccecccccsce (NA) (NA) 0.62 0.72 0.75
Wife in paid 1abor £Orce....cceeceses (Ma) (NA) 0.64 0.77 0.77
Wife not in paid labor force...ccce.. (NA) (NA 0.56 0.62 0.63
Female head, no husband present..ceeeccecee (NA) (NA 0.57 0.61 0.61
INDEX OF INCOME OVERLAP
(Based on Black and White family
income distributions)
All t“iliest..oo.ol....oc‘o.l...co 0.66 0.64 0.68 0'71 0.72
Region:
swth.‘"...‘..0‘.‘...........'.‘.......0 °l63 0058 0062 0.67 0.69
North and 'Qsto..ooooo--oooo.o.oo-oo.ocoo 0.79 0-75 0-75 0.79 0.77
Type of family:
hl. ho.d:l.‘......“..‘.....l.......l.... (NA) mA) 0.71 0078 0081
mied} '11, preswtoooonoooooooooooou OIA) (NA) 0‘70 0'78 0-82
Wife in paid labor force...ccecceccces (NA) (NA) 0.67 0.78 0.82
Wife not in paid labor fOrce.....ce.. (NA) (NA) 0.67 0.68 0.73
Female head, no husband present....ceceee (NA) (NA) 0.71 0.75 0.74

NA Not available.
Ipata for Black include families of "other" races.
2Includes heads with wife present or without wife present.

NOTE: The Index of Income Overlap of Black and White is a statistical measure which summarizes the de-
gree of overlap between the two distributions and is equal to 1.00 when the two distributions are identical.
Specifically, the.index, which was computed on the basis of detailed income intervals, measures the sum of
the commonalities expressed in terms of percents shared between Whites and Blacks for each income class in-
terval. For a more detailed explanation of Index of Income Overlap, see Bureau of the Census Technical
Paper No. 22 "Measures of Overlap of Income Distributions of White and Black Families in the United States.'

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 21. Percent of Families With Incomes Under $3,000 and Incomes of $10,000 or More, by Region

for Selected Years:

1947 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars. Incomes of $3,000, $10,000, and $15,000 in 1974 were equivalent
in purchasing power to $1,359, $4,529, and $6,794, respectively, in 1947)

Black

White

Income of $10,000

Income of $10,000

Area and year Income or more Income or more
under under
$3,000 Total $15,000 or $3,000 Total $15,000 or
more more

UNITED STATES
L 42,5 7.9 (NA) 14,2 25,2 (NA)
1953 iiiiiieenrcieenstonanensacnnannes 32,2 11.2 2.3 13.2 33.7 11.2
19592, L iiineeeeerecoccrrnerorsccnsnnnne 32.3 16.0 4.2 9.5 46,1 18.5
1964.000ececcccescssncscosnssscncnsccns 20.9 23.5 8.0 7.5 55.4 27.6
1969.ccececcecreccsssnccscesscsscnsnses 14.4 37.9 16.9 4.9 67.1 39.9
D 14.6 38.5 19.4 4,2 67.2 42.1

SOUTH

19531 it iiieettietieeeennenennnnn 45.7 4.1 0.8 20.8 24.5 7.4
19592, .t ireiieieeiereeconcccncccacnans 47.1 6.6 1.4 14.5 36.7 13.0
1964 ..0ccvcerceersescasccessascsssnsanse 30.5 13.9 4,2 10.9 45.3 20.8
1969 .. ciccevccnceecsconcersoscensescannee 19.0 27.0 10.5 7.4 59.8 33.3
1974, 00t eereneececassssanccsncansnnes 19.6 30.9 13.2 6.1 61.5 36.1

NORTH AND WEST
1953 . tiiiieneeececcccccnnonconcaccne 14,7 20.3 4,2 10.4 37.1 12.6
19592, .t ireeereecccrrerescocancncanns 17.1 25.5 7.0 7.6 49.8 20.7
1964...ccececencocesasaccscsssscecnnncns 10.0 34.3 12.3 6.2 59.3 30.3
1969, ccceeccccesccscecassccscacsasnnas 9.6 49.5 23.7 4.0 70.0 42.5
1974, 0iieeeeeececccccncecsasscsoscannns 9.1 46.4 25.8 3.5 69.5 44.6

NA Not available.

lpata for Black include families of "other" races.

Source:

U,S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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Table 22. Distribution and Median Family Income, by Type of Family and Labor Force Status of Wife:
1964, 1967, 1969, and 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Male head
M jed 1t t Female
All arried, wife presen head, no
Subject families husband
Totall Wife in Wife not in
present
Total paid labor paid labor
force force
DISTRIBUTION BY TYPE OF FAMILY
Black
1964 .. v eeeeeesncoscsssosnssssnansocanes 100 75 72 34 38 25
1967..ieiieeieececccoscnccesscoscnssnnann 100 72 68 34 34 28
1969, ctieeeeevrccoccasssoscesaccccensenne 100 72 68 36 32 28
1974, ciieteecerocssccocsecosssaocnssnnns 100 65 61 33 28 35
White
1964, . cecieecaceccsasoansnsossssnsasasase 100 91 89 28 61 9
D 100 91 89 32 57 9
1969, c0eetecsaccocccnscaccscsssscsrsanncns 100 91 89 34 55 9
1974, 0iceesencecsssascaacacssssasascanss 100 89 87 37 50 11
MEDIAN INCOME
Black
1964 . 0cceoccccscnscsssscocscsssanasscanas $5,921 $7,021 $7,035 $8,631 $5,803 $3,634
1967 . iceeeescncececcasccscececcnsscsasanna 7,201 8,474 8,579 10,742 6,886 4,437
1969.ccceeececcesccsasacescassosccncncccas 8,074 9,783 9,859 12,287 7,549 4,494
1974, 0eeeeaaeeccenseecacnscnsecenccnsces 7,808 10,365 10,530 12,982 7,773 4,465
White
1964, .c000ecencacscscscossscsascnsssesans $10,903 $11,296 $11,329 $13,480 $10,366 $6,412
1967 .cecceceacaceseescsccsansscacacascas 12,162 12,640 12,685 15,061 11,437 7,171
1969...cccitecceaccoaracncacssccsacnncces 13,175 13,736 13,776 15,989 12,256 7,398
1974, 0iceeececaceseacecsscscasscaansonnne 13,356 14,055 14,099 16,825 12,381 7,363
RATIO: BLACK TO WHITE MEDIAN INCOME
1964, c0veneeeeecececanosaosscsoassancnnas 0.54 0.62 0.62 0.64 0.56 0.57
1967. .. iieeeeciceoncsecoaocassosnasnocnne 0.59 0.67 0.68 0.71 0.60 0.62
1969, . .icveierececocanassscscecesnanscnae 0.61 0.71 0.72 0.77 0.62 0.61
D 0.58 0.74 0.75 0.77 0.63 0.61

!Includes heads with wife present or without wife present.

NOTE:
for 1964.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Data on income by type of family first became available by race from the Current Population Survey
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Table 23. Distribution and Median Income of Families by Number of Earners: 1964, 1967, 1969, and 1974
(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Subject

All
families

No
earners

One
earner

Two or more
earners

DISTRIBUTION BY NUMBER OF EARNERS

Black

L
8
1969 .. ccieeecincececccncsscccossoancsacenss

1974, ieiieiieeeeneesecsosccasaosoasosneas
White

1964, . cieeeeeencescacnccasoenscocascasonne
1967 . cceeeieneecnccscnscescsnoccccasoccans
1969..0ccvereecrocecccvosccnsncsncassscnnes

e

MEDIAN INCOME

Black

1964, ecicescncecccrencscocessssosasncoannas
1967 .0 icueecncrneccaccossnossossoccaccnnans
1969...0cciicecencerescoscencconcocsansonaes

1974, 00eeeeencescencacsanacacaossssanccnses
White

D L N
|
1969. . ccueenerenrencsnesenccnccrsnsocancess

L
RATIO: BLACK TO WHITE MEDIAN INCOME

1964, ccuieecnneneccescccsncecscocossocsans
L
1969. . cuiieecereccenccecsoccensaccsanacnns

1974, cceieeneieereesnnccnsannconccnnsancses

100
100
100
100

100
100
100
100

$5,921
7,201
8,070
7,808

$10,903
12,162
13,175
13,356

$2,709
2,941
2,908
3,324

$3,510
3,743
4,282
5,197

0.77
0.79
0.68
0.64

38
35

$5,025
5,455
5,940
6,360

$9,707
10,704
11,367
11,482

$7,905

9,580
11,025
12,281

$13,226
14,642
15,768
16,838

NOTE: Data on income by number of earners first became available by race from the Current Population

Survey for 1964.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 24. Median Family Income by Age of Head: 1964, 1967, 1969, and 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

41

Age and race of head 1964 1967 1969 1974
BLACK

Total, 14 years and Over........c.... $5,921 $7,201 $8,074 $7,808

24 t0 34 YeATrS..iveeeececonscsssassetocanns 5,725 7,543 8,085 7,156
35 tO 54 yeArs...ceeecescccccsssacccscnsces 6,990 8,238 9,276 9,459
35 to 44 years......cveeeeccccnccccnsones 6,963 8,282 9,325 9,045
45 tO 54 yearsS...ccceccccceccccsccccnnnses 7,029 8,141 9,231 10,069
55 10 64 YEATS.ueuerneersneensnonsonsennnns 5,725 6,720 7,655 8,218
65 years and OVer.....ceeeeeesacosacccccces 3,747 3,853 4,096 4,909

WHITE

Total, 14 years and OVer.......ocovee $10,903 $12,162 $13,175 $13,356

14 £0 34 YEATS..vuuvereeenrenensasonsnsones 10,107 11,434 12,152 12,173
35 tO 54 YyeArsS.ceceesececosssccnssccassanns 12,571 14,380 15,624 16,726
35 to 44 Years....ceiteecesccscnnsenseens 12,394 14,094 15,175 16,040
45 tO 54 YEArS..c.ccesesscsacsscssscnscses 12,792 14,727 16,150 17,410
55 tO 64 YyeEArS...ccescecerescascsscsossasss 11,145 12,281 13,458 14,102
65 years and OVer...ccceoceeeecscssnssccnens 5,529 5,972 6,661 7,519

RATIO: BLACK TO WHITE

Total, 14 years and Over.....eeeeees. 0.54 0.59 0.61 0.58

14 t0 34 years..eeeseeesocscsccascnssascnns 0.57 0.66 0.67 0.59
35 t0 54 yeArS...ccceescveccccccsccsscsccns 0.56 0.57 0.59 0.57
35 tOo 44 YyearS....viceeeecccsscnccnnnanss 0.56 0.59 0.61 0.56
45 tO 54 Years....ccecseacesccsscscancons 0.55 0.55 0.57 0.58
55 tO 64 YEBrS...eveeeessscccscccnsssscnnas 0.51 0.55 0.57 0.58
65 years and OVer......cceeeeeesccsceccnses 0.68 0.65 0.61 0.65

NOTE: Data on income by age of head first became available by race from

for 1964.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

the Current Population Survey
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Table 25. Median Income of Family Head by Work Experience: 1967, 1969, and 1974
(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Head worked--
Race of head and year famiiiesl At full-time job At part-time job
Total Total s0tos52| . |50 to52
ota weeks weeks
BLACK
1967 ceesaccassscssesccccsoosscanssnes $7,201 $8,228 $8,760 $9,349 $4,122 $4,982
1969. .ceeecvcncocsensssscasscssssccccns 8,074 9,231 9,852 10, 635 4,026 4,481
1974, ceceecssososesesscassssccssocssas 7,808 9,813 10,723 12,136 4,655 5,500
WHITE
1967 ccetececocosssnsnssosnsssscsssnses $12,162 $13,104 $13,414 $14,023 $6,911 $7,536
1969, .ccocescscecsosscscacsscsescancnns 13,175 14,276 14,652 15,336 7,016 7,743
1974, i ieeeencnoscooocsossoocassnasanse 13,356 14,717 15,200 16,467 8,117 8,899
RATIO: BLACK TO WHITE
1967..0vtesecsccccccsssssosceoscsccnnss 0.59 0.63 0.65 0.67 0.60 0.66
1969, csseecsccocscssssossascsssasasace 0.61 0.65 0.67 0.69 0.57 0.58
1974, ietecocnscnssnnssssscsssnssassanse 0.58 0.67 0.71 0.74 0.57 0.62

!Includes heads who did not work, not shown separately.

NOTE:
Population Survey for 1967.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Data on income by work experience of family head first became available by race from the Current

Table 26. Median Income of Husband-Wife Families With Husband Under 35 Years Old, by Earning Status of
Husband and Wife and Region: 1959, 1969, and 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Husband only earner

Husband and wife both earners

Area and year
Ratio: Black Ratio: Black
Black White to White Black White to White
UNITED STATES
1959 cceececcccscsscsssccsssesssesnas $5,118 $8,854 0.58 $6,506 $10,174 0.64
1969.ccececccscecccscccsccncscccccnse 7,795 11,851 0.66 11,336 13,359 0.85
1974, i0ieeeecececescssscesssoscsccsns 8,096 12,031 0.67 12,783 13,639 0.9
SOUTH
1959 iceecrscncscscesoscccscacecnscns $3,910 $7,506 0.52 $5,178 $9,171 0.56
1969 ccecceccacecccsncsscccscssconcnss 6,809 10,669 0.64 8,977 12,419 0.72
1974, c0ceeeececrssccccccscosccsncncess 6,548 10,779 0.61 10,850 12,875 0.84
NORTH AND WEST
1959, cceeececccscccasesasscsccascoss $6,904 $9,250 0.75 $9,002 $10,569 0.85
1969..cc0ectecccccssceccsocsccccances 8,748 12,297 0.71 13,634 13,818 0.99
B 9,559 12,490 0.77 14,955 14,030 1.07

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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Table 27. Distribution of Husband-Wife Families With Husband Under 35 Years Old, by Work Experience of

Husband and Wife and Region: 1959, 1969, and 1974

(Families as of the following year)

Percent of husband-wife families

Wives with earnings

Husband-
Area, year, and race fa;?f::s‘ Husband | Husband and Number Percent who
(thousands) Total only wife both (thousands) worked 50 to
earner earners 52 weeks
BLACK
United States
1959, c00cecscssecccccesscccncs 779 100 43 50 392 27
1969.cccceseecsecccccscssscanscas 1,046 100 26 71 740 38
1974 . 00ietecescacccasacessnnce 1,075 100 29 67 724 49
South
1959, ccceecccsceascsscesccscane 431 100 41 52 266 28
1969..cceerenccraccaccccnnccnns 514 100 24 73 375 35
1974 .. ceieececercacescsaancnas 530 100 26 71 374 49
North and West
1959, cciececacecscrcanccoscanas 348 100 45 48 166 26
1969..c0ccieicencnctacanscnones 532 100 28 69 366 42
1974, . iieeieneecorcncocnncnnes 545 100 31 64 349 50
WHITE
United States
1959, c0eeeeccecccccoscacasanans 9,576 100 56 40 3,849 29
1969..c0veecccccsccccsccasannne 11,412 100 44 54 6,146 37
1974, 0veieececccccacscacacenes 12,977 100 36 62 7,991 45
South
1959, c0cenesccccccseccancanans 2,827 100 55 41 1,150 31
1969.cccvvrescccsccsnsccssnnnns 3,485 100 41 58 2,012 43
1974, c0ceeceeccocncascssccansas 4,336 100 34 64 2,781 47
North and West
1959, cceececscscscaccccccscanes 6,749 100 57 40 2,699 28
1969‘......l...l'........l.‘... 7,927 100 1‘6 52 4,134 35
1974, . icieecesccaccseccassncsns 8,641 100 37 60 5,210 44

lIncludes other worker combinations, not shown separately.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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Table 28. Earnings of Husband and Wife Families, With Husband Under 35 Years Oid, in Which Both Husband
and Wife Had Earnings, by Region: 1959, 1969, and 1974

(In current dollars)

Race and earnings of husband and United States South North and West
wife and work experience of wife | 1959 | 1969 | 1974 | 1959 | 1969 | 1974 | 1959 | 1969 | 1974
BLACK B
Mean family inCOME......coeccseeesss |$4,560 | $8,842($13,229 | $3,603 | $7,406 |$11,549 $5,863*$10,315 $15,031
Mean earnings of husband............| 2,883| 5,864| 8,417 2,422]| 4,977| 7,402| 3,510} 6,773 9,506
Mean earnings of wif€....ceeeeese0e0e.) 1,340| 2,702| 4,409 92| 2,168| 3,786 1,881 3,250 5,077
Earnings as a percent of family
INCOMe..useseecscssoscansnnsses| 29.4 30.6 33.3 26.1 29.3 32.8 32.1 31.5 33.8
Wife worked 50 to 52 weekS........| (NA) (NA) | $6,022 (NA) (NA) | $5,443 (NA) (NA) | $6,631
Earnings as a percent of family
Income...eeceevecsccscccccaccas (NA) (NA) 45,5 (NA) (NA) 47.1 (NA) (NA) 44,1
WHITE
Mean family iNCOME...cc.coeeeeeessq. |$6,407 |[$10,385|$14,539 | $5,809 | $9,626 |$13,802 | $6,662 |$10,754 | $14,932
Mean earnings of husband............| 4,370| 7,270 9,887 3,855} 6,508} 9,296| 4,589 | 7,641 | 10,203
Mean earnings of wif€..eececceeessee| 1,749 | 2,782| 4,078 | 1,683| 2,842} 4,045 1,777 | 2,752 4,095
Earnings as a percent of family
INCOMe.cececccasccosscscassnnes 27.3 26.8 28,0 29.0 29.5 29.3 26.7 25.6 27.4
Wife worked 50 to 52 weekS........| (NA) (NA) | $6,227 (NA) (NA) | $6,008 |  (NA) (NA) | $6,353
Earnings as a percent of family
1NCOMe, ceeeeccccccccncscnccccns (NA) (NA) 42.8 (m) (NA) 43-5 (NA) (NA) 42-5
RATIO: BLACK TO WHITE
Mean family 1ncCome.....cceoecececeeces| 0.71 0.85 0.91 0.62 0.77 0.84 0.88 0.96 1.01
Mean earnings of husband.....c......| 0.66 0.81 0.85 0.63 0.76 0.80 0.76 0.89 0.93
Mean earnings of wife....ccccceeeees| 0.77 0.97 1,08 0.56 0.76 0.94 1.06 1.18 1.24
Wife worked 50 to 52 weeks........ (NA) (NA) 0.97 (NA) (NA) 0.91 (NA) (NA) 1.04

NA Not available.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 29. Median Income of Persons 14 Years Oid and Over With Income: 1948 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)
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Men Women
Year Black and other races Black and other races
White White
Total Black Total Black
19‘8.0."0.‘.Qo.oo..c..........o.o. $2,793 (NA) $5,143 $1,008 (NA) $2,322
19490...00000..Q.......O...O....D.O 2’476 (“A) 5,116 1,025 (NA) 2’215
1950.....0.0'00..00....00.‘...0.0.. 3,014 (NA) 5,551 971 (NA) 2’172
1951000000..............b......‘lo. 3,241 (NA) 5’884 983 (NA) 2,317
19520oooo-ooo-oooocoooooooooooooo.. 3,316 (NA) 6,050 961 (NA) 2,‘89
1953..0ooo-oooooo--ooooooo-oooooooo 3,450 (NA) 6,266 1,395 (NA) 2.9387
1954.ln...0....0000.'..00...0.'..0O 3’079 (NA) 6’163 1’286 (NA) 2’369
1955....'.."00..00.......'........ 3,“0 (NA) 6’523 1,204 (NA) 2,302
1956, .00c000ccccscccscssscccccosens 3,630 (NA) 6,946 1,319 (NA) 2,299
1957..0...0....'.00Q.l..l.t.‘..l... 3’634 (NA) 6,8“8 1,326 (NA) 2,294
1958000000...'0..0.....‘.....'.0.'. 3’381 (NA) 6’785 1’280 (NA) 2’183
1959...Olb.‘........C.........Q.... 3’345 (NA) 7,120 1’369 (NA) 2’222
1960..cccceesscscosrseccsscsecscscas 3,757 (NA) 7,150 1,391 (NA) 2,245
196l..c00ceccescccocssonscssccscses 3,776 (Na) 7,301 1,499 (NA) 2,237
196200000000000................l... 3’737 (NA) 7’&2 1,550 (NA) 2,”8
1963.0...'...".....l..l..‘..'...b. 4,037 (NA) 7’755 1’549 (NA) 2’320
19“...00......0...0....00...00.... a’“7 (NA) 7,“7 1’695 (NA) 2,405
196500.'l.....'.C......Q.....Q..... 4’“8 (NA) 8’266 1’834 (m) 2’520
1966‘..00000.0...0...0.0...0O.0'..‘ 1‘,707 (NA) 8,498 1,983 (NA) 2’606
1967.0......0.....0.....'...‘.‘0... 5’093 $4|942 8’659 2’213 $2'157 2’767
1968.....'.'l'..'.‘........'.‘...‘. s,aza 5’274 8,889 2’39“ 2’339 2’949
D L 5,373 5,296 9,105 2,487 2,476 2,937
1970..c0eceecscecnsscssccsoccsccons 5,388 5,285 8,909 2,648 2,621 2,879
1971..‘.'........l....l.l.'.....0.. 5,361 5’257 8’815 2,670 2,613 2,982
19720 000eececsccccnsccsonscssncanee 5,689 5,581 9,215 2,950 2,882 3,085
1973, 0cececccccsococacscssssccocsce 5,902 5,675 9,382 2,915 2,828 3,133
1974.l......O..‘.....l.l..........‘ 5’572 5,370 8’796 2’857 2’806 3’133

NA Not available,

NOTE:
Survey for 1948.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Data on total income for persons first became available by race from the Current Population
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Table 30. Median Income of Persons 14 Years Old and Over With Income, by Sex and Region
1948 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

for Selected Years:

Men Women Median income ratio--
Area and year Black women | White women| Black women | Black men
Black | White Black | White to to to to
Black men White men | White women | White men

UNITED STATES
19481 ., ieeeeennnneeee. | $2,793| $5,143 $1,008 $2,322 0.36 0.45 0.43 0.54
19531, . veeecencsocanns 3,450 6,266 1,395 2,387 0.40 0.38 0.58 0.55
1959, cieeeeerencccnens 3,345 7,120 1,369 2,222 0.41 0.31 0.62 0.47
19641, . veeeesosesccnces 4,447 7,847 1,695 2,405 0.38 0.31 0.70 0.57
1969.ccceecscocsconnces 5,296 | 9,105 2,476 2,937 0.47 0.32 0.84 0.58
1974, i ceevescccccccnnes 5,370 8,794 2,806 3,133 0.52 0.36 0.90 0.61

SOUTH

19531 eeinececenenes. | $2,299 | $5,040 $948 | $2,129 0.41 0.42 0.45 0.46
19592, . ieiececccnnenans 1,916 5,763 829 1,977 0.43 0.34 0.42 0.33
19641 .. veeerennennnnes 3,000 6,488 1,176 2,222 0.39 0.34 0.53 0.46
1969..0c0ccocscsccccncs 4,214 7,857 1,785 2,888 0.42 0.37 0.62 0.54
1974, . ic0eveeeccsccncsnns 4,306 7,988 2,193 2,952 0.51 0.37 0.74 0.54

NORTH AND WEST
19531, . ieireccnccncnnss $4,865 $6,610 $2,102 $2,478 0.43 0.37 0.85 0.74
19591, i veeecncrennncns 5,526 7,530 2,454 2,306 0.44 0.31 1.06 0.73
19641, . 0eveceencnnccene 6,273 8,345 2,761 2,510 0.44 0.30 1.10 0.75
1969..00000sssecscncese 7,500 9,592 3,544 2,952 0.47 0.31 1.20 0.78
1974, cceccecccsenscnce 6,872 9,161 3,638 3,208 0.53 0.35 1.13 0.75

lpata for Black include persons of "other' races.

NOTE: Data on income for persons by region first became available from the Current Population Survey

for 1953.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,



47

Table 31. Median Income of Persons 14 Years Old and Over With income, by Sex and Work Experience,
for Selected Years: 1956 to 1974

(Adjusted for price changes in 1974 dollars)

Men Women
Year and race Year-round Year-round
Total full-time Total full-time
workers workers
BLACK AND OTHER RACES
1956..c0c000000ssessccccccscnee $3,630 $5,015 | $1,319 $2,960
1959. . 0cecescecscnccccsconcacne 3,345 5,330 1,369 3,596
1964'-o-uoooo---o-o-.noo-ooo-.o 4.“7 6.731 1,695 4,234
19691 .. iiieniecencerennnacnnes 5,296 7,964 2,476 5,553
1974 . iiiieiecncntennccncnnas 5,370 8,705 2,806 6,371
WHITE
195600'o"00"0‘0000.0.0..0..‘. $6,946 $8'488 $2'299 $5,339
1959, c0c0cseccsccscsccecssccnns 7,120 9,122 2,222 5,584
1964, 00ncccccsccccscsccscncsns 7,847 10,266 2,405 6,097
1969-0...noo.oooooaoooooooo.ooo 9’105 12'050 2'937 6'974
1974, 0cceeteccccceccsnccsconcne 8,79 12,434 3,133 7,021
RATIO: BLACK AND OTHER RACES
TO WHITE

1956, cc00eeacccccascscsccccncns 0.52 0.59 0.57 0.55
1959, c0tecccccccescccccssecanes 0.47 0.58 0.62 0.64
1964.ccceececrcncenscccscoccnces 0,57 0.66 0.70 0.69
1969...000eeccccccccscacsesscns 0.58 0.66 0.84 0.80
1974, 0ceeeecscececeocscncncnne 0.61 0.70 0.90 0.91

1Data are for Black only.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 32. Median Wage or Salary Income of Wage and Salary Workers for Selected Years: 1939 to 1974

(In current dollars)

Black and other races Ratio:
Subject White
Black and other Black
Total Black races to White | to White
ALL PERSONS WITH WAGE OR SALARY INCOME

Men
19392, L iuiiieerececsoctcncencacscsccsnas $460 (NA) $1,112 0.41] (NA)
1947, .00eseeccscscecncrsccsccscscsccsnsnas 1,279 (NA) 2,357 0.54 (NA)
1953......l..“‘.“'C.......‘....O“.0... 2’233 (NA) 3,760 0.59 (m)
1959.cctecccccscscecescsocsccnsocosccscnne 2,844 (NA) 4,902 0.58 (NA)
1964..00csescecccescsssccnnscscscscssosns 3,426 (Na) 5,853 0.59 (NA)
1969..0.....‘.l"...Il..."‘.....‘..“... 5’237 $s,130 7,859 0'67 0065
197‘......‘.0..'..O....'..‘l‘.‘l..."l.c. 7,617 7,“07 10’745 0071 0069

Women
1939) iiieecescnsstncssssscsenssonsansass $246 (NA) $676 0.36 (NA)
1947..0‘..0.“.‘C..‘.'.‘.'....‘.‘0.‘..‘.. 432 (NA) 1,269 0.34 (NA)
1953..0..0.0....."......l".......Q...'. 994 (NA) 2’049 0069 (NA)
1959.0.0...‘.‘.Q...C....“.‘l.'...‘.ll'.. 1’289 (NA) 2’422 0053 (NA)
19640 eeeeeeeccncnccccscssscnsncscssacnns 1,652 (NA) 2,841 0.58 (NA)
1969....l.l...“Q.l'......l.llllll...l..' 2’884 $2’8°8 3,“0 0.79 0.77
1974..‘..‘l‘..‘.'0‘.“.l‘l‘.l.....‘..'... 4’751 4’&7 4,863 0.98 0.95

YEAR-ROUND FULL~TIME WORKERS
WITH WAGE OR SALARY INCOME

Men
1939......IQ.O...Ol..l...O....'..'.ll..0. $639 (NA) $1,419 0045 (“A)
1959....‘...‘0......l.'.'.'..“'.l..l..'. 3’339 (NA) 5,456 0.61 (NA)
1964......‘......Q‘ll"....l‘lll.l'...... 4,285 (NA) 6’“97 0.66 (NA)
1969.00I.‘0...0..‘....0“....0.'0.'0..... 6’158 $5’982 8,876 0069 0067
19740000.'......0‘0.....l‘......“'.l'.l. 9’082 8,703 12’343 o.7a 0.71

Women
1939, eeeceecncccccsscccscscnnccncsnccnces $327 (NA) $863 0.38 (NA)
195900000010000..I..Ql‘.....'.ll.l....l.. 2’196 (NA) 3’306 0.66 (NA)
1964‘....Il.......l...l............b..... 2’67‘ (NA) 3,859 0.69 (M)
1969.00ecccecccocscssscososcavessscscscnns 4,231 $lo,102 5,168 0.82 0.79
1974000.'000..‘..0...‘...'.".l‘....l.... 6,611 6,“5 7’025 0.94 0!92

NA Not available,

1Excludes public emergency workers but includes members of the Armed Forces,

NOTE: Data for 1939 are based on the 1940 decennial census; all other data are based on Current Popula-

tion Surveys,

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Data on year-round full-time workers with wage or salary income have only been tabulated in
the Current Population Survey on an intermittent basis,



Table 33. Persons Below the Poverty Level: 1959 to 1974

(Persons as of the following year)
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Number (thousands)

Percent below the poverty level

Year Black and other races Black and other races
White White
Total Black Total Black
19590..0.0..00...............b....o 10,430 9’927 28’336 53-3 55.1 18.1
19&-...0.‘...0.00.0.0...0...0'..'. 11,542 (NA) 28’309 55.9 (NA) 17.8
1961.'..b....ob..'...........000'.0 11’738 (NA) 27’890 56.1 (m) 1704
1962‘0'.0.0..0..00...0.0....00.0.0‘ 11,953 (NA) 26,672 55.8 (NA) 1604
1963........0..0...'.0.000...Qb..o. 11,198 (NA) 25’238 51.0 (NA) 15-3
19“.'000000.0000000000.0.0...'.0'. 11’098 (NA) 24’957 69.6 (NA) 14.9
1965....000.0.0.0.0‘....0.......000 10’689 (NA) 22’496 “7.1 (m) 13.3
1966...........0..00.0..l....b...o' 9,220 8’867 19’290 39.8 41.8 11.3
1967...0QQ.IODO'OO........l.....l.o 8’786 8’486 18’983 37.2 39.3 11.0
196800.00...O..O.O.OQ..O....O...... 7’994 7’616 17’395 33.5 34.7 10.0
1969...000.0..0.0.0.0...'...b..b.b' 7’488 7,095 16’659 31‘0 32.2 9.5
1970..00..0..00.00..'0....00.0.0... 7’936 7’548 17’4“ 32.0 33.5 909
1971-"00000000l.bb...b.......b.b.. 7’780 7,396 17,7” 30.9 32.5 9.9
1972".-.....b...b.....0.00.....000 8,257 7’710 16’203 31.9 33.3 9.0
1973..0.0........‘.0'.0l...t’....l. 7’831 7,388 15’1‘2 29.6 3104 8.‘
197‘.0..0.0000.0.0.0.O....’..b.b..bo 7’970 7,467 16’290 29.5 31.4 8.9

NA Not available,

NOTE:
1959 data are from the 1960 census,

In tables 33 to 40, data for all years, except 1959, are based on Current Population Surveys; the

The poverty threshold for a nonfarm family of four was $5,038 in 1974, $4,540 in 1973, and $2,973 1in 1959.
Families and unrelated individuals are classified as being above or below the poverty threshold, using the

poverty index adopted by a Federal Interagency Committee in 1969.

This index centers around the Department

of Agriculture's Economy Food Plan and reflects the differing consumption requirements of families based on
The low-income cut-
These cutoffs are updated every

their size and composition, sex and age of the family head, and farm-nonfarm residence.
offs for farm families have been set at 85 percent of the nonfarm levels,
year to reflect the changes in the Consumer Price Index,
members of Armed Forces living in barracks, and unrelated individuals under 14 years of age.

detailed explanation, see Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 102,

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

The poverty data exclude inmates of institutions,
For a more
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Table 34. Families Below the Poverty Level, by Sex of Head: 1959 and 1967 to 1974
(Families as of the following year)

Families with
All families F ‘:‘::“; ":,th female head, no
Year € hea husband present
Black White Black White Black White
Number (thousands)
1959.ccceccececccnscccscescnscnccas 1,860 6,027 1,309 5,037 551 990
1967...."..Ql.l.'l'..'l"‘ll..l'.. 1’555 4'056 839 3'019 716 1’037
196800000l.l.l.....l.'ll..l..l‘...l 1’366 3’616 660 2.595 706 1'021
19690000000000.ll..l..l"‘....‘.l.. 1’366 3'575 629 2,506 737 1’069
1970, c0ceeeesccccccscscncssscscssns 1,481 3,708 648 2,606 834 1,102
1971, cciececcacscssesesassssesacnas 1,484 3,751 605 2,560 879 1,191
1972, cieecccccscccsccccsscscsncses 1,529 3,441 558 2,306 972 1,135
1973 . ccceeeccccccccscscsccscccnsnes 1,527 3,219 553 2,029 974 1,190
1974 . cieieececncacsncsccessecncnes 1,530 3,482 506 2,185 1,024 1,297
Percent below the poverty level
1959, ccecencacncccascscncncasesane 48.1 14.8 43.3 13.4 65.4 30.0
1967 .00ceceeseeccncsasccacssancanns 33.9 9.0 25.3 7.4 56.3 25.9
1968..ccccceceasascscascssaccsncnes 29.4 8.0 19.9 6.3 53.2 25.2
1969, .ccvcevecesescncescscncancnnns 27.9 7.7 17.9 6.0 53.3 25.7
1970.0cceeccencacscocnsoscscnccscse 29.5 8.0 18.6 6.2 54.3 25.0
1971, ccceeeccccencscaccascoscscsnse 28.8 7.9 17.2 5.9 53.5 26.5
1972, . i0iececscscscscsccccscacscnas 29.0 7.1 16,2 5.3 53.3 24.3
1973 c0icececeocescescsnsssscescsces 28.1 6.6 15.4 4.6 52.7 24,5
1974, . 0ceeeececscessccscaccccscnnse 27.8 7.0 4.2 4.9 52.8 24,9
1Includes male heads with wife present or without wife present.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Table 35./ Persons and Families Below the Poverty Level: 1959, 1969, and 1974
(Numbers in thousands. Persons and families as of the following year)
S8ubject 1959 1969 1974
PERSONS
Total persons below the poverty level.... 38,766 24,147 24,260
BleCK..ecoeseosesscossscsesccsascssssessssessasss 9,927 7,095 7,467
Percent Black of tot.lo-....ooooo.oootoooo'oo 25.6 29.‘ 30.8
FAMILIES
Total families below the poverty level... 7,974 5,008 5,109
BlacCK..eoeoecocecsecaccsccssosccsssssscsnncanse 1,860 1,366 1,530
Percent Black of tota&l.....ccccoceccccsccncee 23.3 27.3 29.9
AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER FAMILY BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL

TOt‘IQOQCOO.Q...O‘...0..0.....00..'.0.... 4.1 308 308
BI.CkOIOIQ..Q"C...00...l..'.'ll.....l'l...‘i‘. ‘.9 4.6 4.3

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 36. Persons Below the Poverty Level by Family Status and Race of Head: 1959, 1969, and 1974

(Persons as of the following year)
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Number (thousands)

Percent below the poverty level

Family status and race of head
1959 1969 1974 1959 1969 1974
ALL RACES
All persons.......cccivenevrennns 38,766 24,147 24,260 100 100 100
In families.......ccocvvnennccesones cees 32,872 19,175 19,440 85 79 80
HBead.....cooevenicnnnocnsncnsnes cesans 7,974 5,008 5,109 21 21 21
Related children under 18 years...... 15,878 9,501 10,196 41 39 42
Other family members...........cc0uue 9,020 4,667 4,135 23 19 17
Unrelated iudividunln..... ......... ceee 5,894 4,972 4,820 15 21 20
BLACK
All persons........ccc00000 verees 9,927 7,095 7,467 100 100 100
In families......covevveverncncnnancnns 9,112 6,245 6,506 92 88 87
Bead...... tesescccesestsanansnnse cevas 1,860 1,366 1,530 19 19 20
Related chzldren under 18 years...... 5,022 3,677 3,819 51 52 51
Other family members..... tcecescsennas 2,230 1,202 1,157 22 17 15
Unrelated individuals.............. oo 815 850 961 8 12 13
WHITE
All pcroons..... ....... cesesesene 28,336 16,659 16,290 100 100 100
In families................... veeees eee 23,323 12,623 12,517 82 76 77
Boad......... ...................... . 6,027 3,575 3,482 21 21 21
Related children under 18 years...... 10,624 5,667 6,180 37 34 38
Other family members............ ceees 6,672 3,381 2,855 24 20 18
Unrelated individuals.............cc..0 5,013 4,036 3,773 18 24 23
Source: U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 37. Related Children Under 18 Years Oid by Poverty Status and Sex of Head: 1959, 1969, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands.

Children in families as of the following year)

Black White
Below the poverty Below the poverty
level level
Subject All All
children Percent children Percent
Total of all Total of all
children children
CHILDREN IN FAMILIES
1959.cccceccccccncecscscscsscosscssccsccss 7,664 5,022 66 55,284 10,624 19
1969..ccececesonoscsccsacscssssncossccans 9,290 3,677 40 58,578 5,667 10
1974, .. ic0eeeeeccesecscsncsnsososcasnsnse 9,376 3,819 41 55,348 6,180 11
Children in Families
With Male Head!
1959, cecceeccsacsccrscscccassccncacccnns 5,857 3,547 61 51,963 8,965 17
1969...cc0ccecnccnascccasssssssccssccssces 6,155 1,539 25 54,002 3,598 7
1974, c0eeeeensccecccccssoncascsssscsnanns 5,314 1,151 22 49,054 3,500 7
Children in Families With Female Head,
no Husband Present
1959, cececcecenccncescscsscasascsnsenenne 1,807 1,475 82 3,321 1,659 50
1969..ccceeccecsoccecscocscsscssscccscnss 3,135 2,137 68 4,577 2,068 45
1974 0eeeeeccacacscccssscssasaccnsscsnnes 4,062 2,668 66 6,294 2,680 43
Children in Families With Female Head, no
Husband Present as a Percent of all
Children in Femilies
1959......l...‘.l.......ll.l...l.....l.l‘ 24 29 (x) 6 16 (x)
1969.-0..'..lll......‘...‘l....'..l.“l.. 3“ 58 (x) 8 36 (x)
1974..........‘.l‘...‘..“l'..“0'.'.000‘ 43 70 (x) 11 43 (x)
X Not applicable.
lIncludes heads with wife present or without wife present.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Table 38. Persons 65 Years Old and Over by Poverty Status: 1959, 1969, and 1974
(Numbers in thousands, Persons as of the following year)
Total, persons Below the poverty level
Year and race 65 years and |
Percent of
over Number total
BLACK
1959...‘l..l"..‘00‘.0....00...'0'....'.‘.0 1,138 711 62
1969.'.....l...‘l..‘0‘.'..'.....0...‘.‘0‘.0 1,374 689 m
1974..I0..0".'.'...QQ.'...Q....O‘.‘."'... 1’722 626 36
WHITE
1959..l...0..'l.....‘.'.‘.000.0..‘..0"0l.o 14’344 4,744 33
1969.0'....‘.n..‘.l.l...‘....“l......"'.. 17,370 4’053 23
197400000..‘.‘.‘.‘.'.O'O.‘.l"....'....OOOI 19’206 2,642 14

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,



Table 39. Poverty Rates for Famiiies by Selected Characteristics: 1959, 1969, and 1974
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Black White
S8elected characteristic
1959 1969 1974 1959 1969 1974
MALE HEAD!

Region of residence of families:

BOUth..ceecsoesssossscssscenscesssnsse 58.2 26.1 19.1 21,8 8.7 7.3

North and West....ccoccocescssccccccncns 22.9 8.5 8.8 10.3 4.9 3.9
Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence

of families:

Metropolitan areas..ccceececssccrccnse 30.0 10.4 10.0 7.8 3.8 3.6
Inside central cities.csccoccccccocs 27.6 10.0 9.7 8.6 5.2 4.5
Outside central cities....cccoececee 40.3 11.6 10.9 7.1 3.0 3.1

Nonmetropolitan &re&s.....cccscoscccces 70.7 37.3 27.0 23.0 9.6 7.5

Age of head:

14 to 34 years..ccoevccccccccscccesasne 245.5 13.8 11.0 12.6 5.0 4.8

33 to 64 yOArS...cccccsscccsscccscscne 239.3 16.3 13.8 10.6 4.4 4.3

65 yoars and OVOr.....cceecosvecssccce 60.4 38.2 23.9 26.9 15.0 7.7

Education of head 25 years and over:
High school gradust®...ccccecoscecsces (NA) 7.7 5.1 (NA) 2.7 2.7
Not a high school graduste....ccecocece (NA) 23.5 20.4 (NA) 10.3 8.8
Work status of head l4 years and over:

Worked during the year.....ceceecececes 39.0 4.4 10.5 10.6 4.0 3.8
Worked 50 tO 52 WeeKS...ccce0cseenee 29,7 9.9 6.2 7.1 2.7 2.4

Did not work during the year.......... 76.9 49,8 35.0 41.3 21.8 12.4

Presence of children in families:
With related children under 18 years.. 249.3 18.7 16.3 12.8 5.2 5.5
With no related children under 18 years, . 234.7 15.9 10.5 14.0 6.9 4.3
FEMALE HEAD, NO
HUSBAND PRESENT
Region of residence of families:
- - A 75.2 61.8 59.2 40.9 32.6 25.8
North and West....ceoceevesccnccsccans 51.0 4.7 46.5 25.7 22.6 24,5
Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence
of families:

Metropolitan &re&S.....ccocceesvessess 57.5 47.0 50.6 24,5 22,5 24.0
Inside central citieS..ccocccceccsss 56.9 47,1 52.1 23.4 23.7 25.2
Outside central cities......ccecosee 61.2 46.2 43.6 26,2 21.3 23.0

Nonmetropolitan Sre&s....ceccscvccoces 82,2 69.7 61.8 40.2 31.4 27.0

Age of head:

14 to 34 yeArs..ccseccscscscsccssssssne 84,3 63.9 62.9 66.5 49.2 46.6

35 to 64 years. 265.2 46.9 47.0 31.0 19.3 18.6

65 yoars And OVOr...csooessccssscccccss 60.2 49.5 36.8 26.2 18.8 8.1

Education of head 25 years and over:
High school gradulte.....ccocoocecssss (NA) 32.2 37.7 (NA) 17.2 15.1
Not a high school graduste....cceceeees (NA) 58,2 58.2 (NA) 29.4 31.5
Work status of head l4 years and over:

Worked during the ye&r......ceccoeeses 58.2 43.0 37.4 20.6 16.7 16.5
Worked 50 to 52 weekS....ccco00c0000 45.4 30.1 21.8 9.4 5.8 7.5

Did not work during the year.......o.os 75.4 69.1 72.4 40.9 37.9 38.0

Presence of children in families:
With related children under 18 years.. 281.5 59.8 58.8 51.7 37.1 36.3
With no relsted childrenunder 18 years.. 244.0 26.1 21.0 16.7 11.8 6.1

NA Not available.

!Includes heads with wife preaent or without wife present.

Ipata include families of "other" races.

NOTE: The 1969 and 1974 figures for metropolitan areas are based on metropolitan areas as defined in the 1970 census; figures
for 1959 refer to metropolitan areas as defined in the 1960 census.

8Source:

U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 40. Families Below the Poverty Level by Type of income and Sex of Head: 1969, 1972, and 1974
(Families as of the following year)

Black White
Type of income and type of family
1969 1972 1974 1969 1972 1974
ALL FAMILIES

TotAl.seescescoceeecssssthousands,, 1,326 1,529 1,530 3,551 3,441 3,482
percentl'.............'........'. 100 100 loo loo loo 100
with eaminguoa..o-o-.0-.-00.-.0...0..00. 68 59 57 ” 53 52

With income other than earnings:
Public assistance income,...cscecocccss 45 55 60 21 28 32
Social Security income,...ecscceccecccss 24 21 22 35 27 25
Other transfer income?,.....eeceecccesse 8 6 7 9 10 11
Dividends, interest, and rent...cceeeee 3 3 3 20 17 18
Private pensions, alimony, €tCeececevse 9 7 8 11 9 12

FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEAD,
NO HUSBAND PRESENT

TOtal..eeeeccsnssscsssss .thousands,, 737 972 1,024 1,069 1,135 1,297
perc‘ntl....'.......'.....'....'. 100 100 100 loo 100 lm
With e‘ming'o..o-o-.oa.-c-o.o-oc-oo-coo- 59 51 51 48 49 46

With income other than earnings:
Public assistance income,...cecececcese 60 71 73 35 50 55
Social Secur:l.ty 1“0“‘.....-....0-000.0 19 17 16 28 19 17
Other transfer 1ncal92.........u...n. 5 3 4 8 6 6
Dividends, interest, and rent....ecce.. 2 1 1 14 12 10
Private pensions, alimony, €tC....e.e.. 12 9 9 22 19 22

1petail does not add to total because some families have more than one of the types of income specified.

2Includes unemployment and workmen's compensation, government employee pensions, and veterans' payments,

NOTE:
the Current Population Survey for 1969.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Data on families below the poverty level by type of income and race first became available from
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lil. Labor Force, Employment,
and Business Ownership

LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT

In this chapter, figures on labor force and employment are
sometimes presented for the same time period from two
data sources—the decennial census and the Current Popu-
lation Survey (CPS). The figures differ between the two
sources because of variations in enumeration procedures and
processing techniques. The decennial census data on labor
force, which cover the period 1890 to 1970, provide a view
of longterm trends, whereas statistics from the CPS (which
first became available in 1948) generally permit a more
detailed description of developments from 1948 to 1975.

Labor Force

The growth of the civilian labor force, in general, has been
closely associated with a number of factors, such as popula-
tion growth, changing demographic characteristics of the
population, the overall status of the economy, and changes
within various sectors of the economy. Among Blacks, the
labor force (those gainfully employed) amounted to about
3 million in 1890.! In a 40-year span, 1890 to 1930, the
Black' labor force grew to about 5.5 million. This growth
was primarily because of natural population increase, but
also partially the result of the expansion in the number of
unskilled jobs during and immediately after World War |.
In the 1930’s, the growth of the Black labor force was
severely curtailed by the Great Depression. This was not
true to such a great extent for the White population.

A moderate increase in the number of Black workers
was noted again during the 1940’s as World War |l brought
an accelerated movement of Blacks out of the South to job
opportunities in the industrial areas of the North.? In the
1950’s, the growth continued as the number of Blacks in
the labor force increased from 5.8 million in 1950 to 6.7
million in 1960. At the time of the 1970 census, 7.9 million
Blacks were in the labor force.

!in the 1890 to 1930 censuses, persons in the labor force were
referred to as ‘‘gainful workers.”” The concept ‘‘gainful worker’ in-
cluded all persons who usually followed a gainful occupation, al-
though they may not have been employed at the time the census was
taken. Data from the 1940 to 1970 censuses refer to the civilian
labor force. The category ‘‘civilian labor force’’ includes employed
and unemployed persons.

2The percentage increases from 1930 to 1940 and 1940 to 1950
(derived from table 41) may be affected by the inclusion of the
““other” races in the 1940 data for Blacks. The figures may be an
overstatement of the number of Blacks in the labor force in 1940.
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The Black labor force generally grew at a slower pace
than the White labor force until the middle of this century
(table 41). Subsequently, the pattern changed; from 1954
to 1965, the Black labor force experienced a relatively
greater increase than the White labor force (22 percent for
Black and other races compared with 16 percent for White).
However, more recently, from 1965 to 1970 and from 1970
to 1975, labor force levels for both Blacks and Whites have
grown at approximately the same pace (table 46).

Historically, there has been a higher proportion of Blacks
than Whites in the labor force. In fact, in each census year
from 1890 to 1930, the proportion of Blacks who were
gainfully employed was at least 10 percentage points higher
than that for Whites. However, the 1940 and 1950 census
data show that the labor force participation rates of Blacks
and Whites had begun to converge, and by 1970, the labor
force rates for these population groups were basically the
same (57 percent) (table 41).

One identifiable reason for the participation rate differ-
ential between Blacks and Whites in the censuses prior to
1940 was that Black women were much more likely to be
gainfully employed than White women. Since the 1940's,
however, White women have been entering the labor force
at a greater rate than any other group (table 42). For ex-
ample, the participation rate for Black women, as indicated
in table 44, showed only a small overall increase—46 percent
to 49 percent—from 1948 to 1975. On the other hand, the
increase in the rate for White women over this same period
was rather sharp, rising from 31 to 46 percent. Thus, by
1975, the disparity in the rates between Black women and
White women had narrowed substantially.

In recent decades, Black men have experienced greater
losses in labor force activity than any of the other groups,
as their labor force participation rate dropped from 87
percent in 1948 to 72 percent in 1975 (table 44). Black men
at each age and educational level have experienced declines
in labor force activity, but the declines have been particularly
pronounced among teenagers, among those 55 years old and
over, and among those who are not high school graduates.
For example, about 9 out of 10 Black men 55 to 64 years of
age were in the labor force in 1948, as compared with only
7 out of 10 in 1975. About 9 out of 10 Black men who had
only 1 to 3 years of high school education were in the labor
force in 1965, but by 1975, the proportion had declined to
about 6 out of 10 (table 45).



The percentage of Black women in the labor force for
each age group, except those 656 and over, has remained
virtually unchanged or has risen since 1948. The rate for
Black women without a high school education has declined
since 1965, whereas the rate for Black women with at least
a high school education has remained statistically unchanged
(tables 44 and 45).

Employment and Unemployment

" The civilian labor force consists mainly of employed persons,
thus, changes in total employment for Blacks and Whites are
similar to their labor force patterns. Black employment grew
at a faster rate than White employment from 1954 to 1965—
24 percent for Blacks and 18 percent for Whites. Between
1965 and 1870, relative gains in employment for both Blacks
and Whites rose by about the same percentage (around 11
percent). From 1870 to 1975 White employment increased
more rapidly than that for Blacks, so that in 1975, there
were 9.1 million Black and 75.7 million White employed
persons (table 46).

For most of the 27 years in the period from 1948 to 1975
(the years for which CPS data are available), the Black un-
employment rate was at least double that for Whites. The
exceptions to this relationship were during the late 1940's
and early 1950's when the unemployment rates for Blacks
were less than twice that for Whites. Also, since the Korean
War period, the gap has narrowed to a ratio of less than 2.0
only in 1970, 1971, and 1975.

During this same 27-year period, the jobless rates for
Blacks were lowest (ranging from about 4.5 to 5.4 percent)
during the Korean War years (1951-63). After the Korean
War, however, the unemployment rates for Blacks began to
rise and reached very high levels between 1958 to 1963,
reflecting the effects of the 1857-58 and 1960-61 recessions.
The jobless rates for Blacks then declined in the mid-and
late 1960’s to lows of 6.7 and 6.4 percent in 1968 and 1969,
respectively. In the 1870’s, the proportion of unemployed
Blacks climbed again, surging up to 13.9 percent during the
most recent recession of 1973-75, and surpassing the previous
highs of the 1958-63 period. The rate for Whites in 1975
was 7.8 percent, also the highest recorded (table 47).

Black teenagers have hed the highest jobless rates and
sharpest increases in these rates among all the component
groups in both the Black and White populations. The un-
employment rate for Black teenagers doubled between 1954
and 1975 (from 16.5 percent to 36.9 percent). On the other
hand, the jobless rates for White teenagers remained fairly
stable from 19564 to 1874, ranging from about 12.1 percent
to 14.0 percent; then this rate increased to about 17.9
percent in 1975. The ratio of Black-to-White unemployment
for teenagers was 1.4 in 1954 in contrast to 2.4 in 1974 and
2.1 in 1975. The Bureau of Labor Statistics notes that al-
though exit from and reentry into the labor market is an
important fector in teenage unemployment, most teenage
joblessness has been related to attempts to find their first job
(table 48)°.

3U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment snd Unemploy-
ment in 1974, Special Labor Force Report 178, 1975, p. 10.
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Unemployed Blacks are somewhat more likely than un-
employed Whites to remain unemployed for an extensive
period of time. In 1957, the first year in which this type of
information was available, 22 percent of unemployed Blacks
had been unemployed for 15 weeks or longer, compared with
18 percent of unemployed Whites. In 1875, the comparable
figures were 33 percent for Blacks and 31 percent for Whites
(table 50).

OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY
Occupation

Because of fundamental differences between the census
occupation classifications in use from 1880 to 1930 and
those in use from 1840 to 1970, no analyses of changes in
the occupational structure for the entire period (1890 to
1970) are made in this chapter. Statistics are provided, how-
ever, for a few selected detailed occupations, which have
undergone limited revisions in the entire 80-year period.

Data on occupation from the Current Population Survey
(CPS) are not entirely comparable with those from decennial
census statistics and, therefore, have not been included in
this section; some CPS statistics on occupation for 1977 are
presented in Part Two.

Occupational Changes: 1890 to 1930. In 1890, most (88
percent) of the gainfully employed Blacks worked either in
agriculture, forestry, and fishing or in domestic and personal
service occupations. By 1930, a substantial decline had oc-
curred in the proportion of Blacks working in farming and
related occupations. Correspondingly, there were substantial
increases in Black employment, in manufacturing and me-
chanical occupations. These changes reflect the overall de-
crease in agricultural employment and the movement of
Blacks out of the Southem agricultural areas to unskilled
factory jobs in the North and West (tables 51 and 52).

In each of the census years, 1890 to 1930, the occupa-
tional distribution of gainfully employed Blacks differad
considerably from that of Whites. White workers were more
evenly distributed than Blacks among the five occupation
groups shown in table 51.

The patterns of Black employment by occupation showed
some variation by sex and region of residence. As was true
of all employed Blacks, Black men worked pPfimarily in

| agricultural jobs and, to a lesser .extent, in domestic and

, personal service occupations in 1890. However, by 1930,
the proportions in both of these occupational groups had
i declined, and more Black men had become engaged in other
occupations such as manufacturing.\:)n the other hand, be-
tween 1880 and 1930, Biack womelr became more heavily
concentrated in domestic and personal service occupations
(table 51).

Throughout the period 1890 to 1930, Blacks living in
the South were highly concentrated in agriculture, forestry,
and fishing occupations, whereas Blacks living in the North
and West were more likely to be employed in domestic and
personal service jobs. However, during this period, both
regions did register declines in the relative number employed

a
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in the occupations of heaviest concentration and increases
in the proportion working in manufacturing and mechanical
jobs (table 52).

Occupational Changes: 1940 to 1970. In 1940, Blacks were
concentrated in the nommally lowest paying, least skilled
jobs—service and farm workers; few Blacks held white-collar
or craft positions. However, in the 30 years following 1940,
tramendous changes were made in the occupational distri-
bution of employed Blacks. For example, in 1940, about
one-third of all employed Blacks were farm workers. In
1960, this proportion dropped sharply to 8 percent, and by
1970, only about 3 percent were employed in these occupa-
tions. Blacks in white-collar occupations accounted for only
6 percent of all Black employment in 1940; by 1960, the
proportion had doubled to 13 percent, with the greatest
part of the gain being in sales and clerical jobs. The propor-
tion of Black workers in white-collar occupations continued
to increase in the 1960's and reached 24 percent in 1970.
These changes reflected growth in the economy, a shift from
an agricultural economy to a nonagricultural economy, and
greater employment opportunities for Blacks (table 563).

Despite a greater degree of occupational upgrading anong
Black workers than among White workers, throughout the
1940-70 period, marked contrasts in Black to White job
patterns persisted. While Blacks have shifted from farming
and the lesser skilled fields into higher level occupations,
Whites are still more concentrated than Blacks in such higher
level jobs. In 1970, for example, 8 percent of all employed
Blacks were professional workers, compared with 15 percent
of employed Whites; the disparity was even greater in 1940.

In 1940, Black men were primarily classified as service
workers. Census data indicate that during the 1940-60
period, Black men moved faster than Black women out
of their respective occupations of heaviest concentration.
During the 1960-70 decade, Black women advanced more
rapidly than Black men into white-collar and blue-collar
positions (table 53).

For Black men, the major occupational changes from
1940 to 1970 occurred in farm occupations and in the craft
and operative (skilled and semi-skilled) occupations. In the
farm occupations, employment levels of Black men declined
significantly from 41 percent in 1940 to 4 percent in 1970.
The proportion of Black men working in operative jobs
(mostly skilled jobs) rose from 13 percent in 1940 to 23
percent in 1960, with an additional increase to 26 percent
in 1970. By 1970, a higher proportion of Black men (one-
fourth) was employed in operative occupations than in any
other major occupational classification. Increases were noted
from 1940 to 1970 for Black men classified as white-collar
workers, especially in the clerical fields. However, even in
1970, the proportions of Black men engaged in managerial
and professional jobs were very small—-3 and 5 percent,
respectively.

The occupational changes for Black women from 1940
to 1970, on the other hand, were mainly in the white-collar
and service groups. During this time, Black women moved
out of service jobs and made significant gains in white-collar

occupations (except in managerial jobs). For.example, the
proportion of employed Black women working in sales and
clerical jobs climbed from 1 percent in 1940 to 9 percent
in 1960. Further increases were evident in the succeeding
decade, when the proportion rose to 21 percent. Gains also
were evident in the professional occupations, as the pro-
portion of employed Black women in these jobs rose from
4 percent in 1940 to 10 percent in 1970. These expansions
occurred while the percentage of employed Black women
who were private household workers dropped substantially
from 60 percent in 1940 to 15 percent in 1970, with the
larger part of this drop taking place between 1960 and 1970.
Black women did, however, have employment gains in the
group ‘‘other service workers’” during this period (table 53).

In 1940, the occupational distribution of Southern Blacks
was very similar to that for all employed Blacks with high
proportions in the lowest paying jobs—farm, laborer, and
private household occupations. By 1970, however, a sig-
nificant change had occurred in the occupational distribution
of Southern Blacks; declines were noted in the occupations
with traditionally high concentrations of Black workers
and there were notable increases in the proportions of
Southern Blacks employed in the professional, sales and
clerical, operative, craft, and ‘‘other service” occupations.

In 1940, one-half of employed Blacks living in the North
and West were in service occupations (private household
and other service), and about one-third were laborers or
operatives. However, the percentage of Blacks in the North
and West working in the private household and laborer
occupations showed appreciable declines between 1940 and
1970, and during that same period, Black employment
showed gains in professional, sales and clerical, craft, and
operative jobs (table 54).

Occupational Changes for Selected Professions: 1890 to
1970. In some selected professional occupations which
have been very important in the Black community, changes
in the census classification have been minimal over time,
and trends over the 80-year span (1890 to 1970) are
available.

The number of Blacks employed in certain professions—
teachers, physicians and surgeons, and lawyers and judges—
increased dramatically over the 80-year period; however,
Black representation among all physicians and lawyers has
continued to be minimal. For example, in 1970, Blacks still
represented only 2 percent of all physicians and surgeons
and 1 percent of all lawyers and judges. Blacks, however,
have made progress in the teaching profession, increasing
from 4 percent of all teachers in 1890 to 8 percent in 1970.
The number of Black clergy increased from 1890 to 1910,
but then began to decrease so that by 1970 there were ap-
proximately the same number as in 1890. Their relative
number among all clergymen has declined significantly over
the years from 14 percent in 1890 to 6 percent in 1970.

As expected, Blacks in each of these specific professional
occupations were less concentrated in the South in 1970
than they were in 1890, with most noticeable decreases
among physicians and surgeons, and lawyers and judges. The



South, which contained one-half of the Black population
in 1970, had only one-third of the Black physicians and
surgeons in that year (table 55).

Industry

The industry distribution of workers, especially Black
workers, changed significantly from 1940 to 1970. These
trends are basically the same as seen in the occupational
comparisons over time. For example, in 1940, 62 percent of
all employed Blacks were in either “agriculture, forestry, and
fisheries” or in “personal services” (the industry which in-
cludes the occupation of private household workers). By
1970, however, the proportion of Black workers who were in
these two industries had fallen considerably to 14 percent.
Most of the shift from agricultural industries occurred
between 1940 and 1960, and the movement out of personal
services largely took place from 1960 to 1970 (table 56).

BUSINESS OWNERSHIP
Black-Owned Businesses and Farms

An impressive expansion of Black-owned businesses took
place from 1863 to 1913 as the number of Black enterprises
increased from 2,000 to 40,000 (table 57). Data for the
period from 1969 to 1972 also show a growth in Black
entrepreneurship. In 1972, for example, there were 195,000
Black-owned businesses, with total receipts of nearly $7.2
billion. These figures represent about a 20-percent increase
in the number of firms and an approximately 60-percent
increase in gross receipts since 1969. Part of this increase
in gross receipts, however, reflects the general inflation in
prices during this 3-year period (table 58).* The proportion
of Black-owned firms to total firms (excluding corporations)

4 Information on Black-owned businesses was first collected in
a survey of minority-owned businesses conducted as a special project
by the Bureau of tha Census to cover the year 1969. Information on
this subject for the Nation as a whole prior to this time is very
limited.
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remained very small in 1972, as only 2.7 percent were Black-
owned—about the same proportion as in 1969 (table 59).

In 1972, as in 1969, nearly all Black-owned firms were
operated as sole proprietorships, with only 2 percent of
Black businesses being organized as corporations. Black-
owned firms also continued to be fairly concentrated in a
few industry groups (retail trade and selected services) in
both of these years, and were usually small enterprises. In
addition, the largest proportion (50 percent) of Black-owned
firms were located in the South, where there were 96,000
such businesses in 1972. However, the greatest percentage
increases in the number of Black-owned firms (1969 to
1972) were noted in the West and Northeast (tables 58
and 59).

Black ownership has been minimal in the banking and life
insurance businesses. In 1975, there were only 45 Black-
owned banks and 41 Black-owned life insurance companies.
Still, these 1975 figures represent some progress.

Only 10 of the 45 Black-owned banks in existence in
1975 were established prior to 1960; however, 11 were
founded in the 1960 decade. Over one-half (24) of the
Black-owned banks in existence in 1975 were established
during the 5-year period from 1970 to 1975; of these 24
banks, 14 were located in the North. In 1975, Black-owned
banks were about equally distributed between the North
and South.

In contrast to banks, most of the life insurance companies
were established before 1960; during the last 15 years (1960
to 1975) only three Black-owned life insurance companies
were established. In 1975, most of the 41 Black-owned life
insurance companies were located in the South (tables 60
and 61).

Farm ownership among Blacks decreased over the past
59 year period from 1910 to 1969. Iin 1910, 924,000 Blacks
were full-or part-owners of farms; by 1969 however, the
number was only 104,000, reflecting the general trend away
from agriculture. As would be expected, most Black-owned
farms have been located in the South (table 62).



Table 41. Persons by Civilian Labor Force Status: 1890 to 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Year and race All Total Not in

persons labor

Nember Percent of Employed Unemployed force

all persons
ALL RACES
1890..... Ceteieaeans e 47,414 23,318 49.2 (NA) (NA) 24,095
1900i ..... teeernees ceeens 57,950 29,073 50.2 (NA) (NA) 28,877
B D 0 71,580 38,167 53.3 (NA) (NA) 33,413
1920.......... s 82,739 41,614 50.3 (NA) (NA) 41,125
1930, .0 iiiiiiinennnnennn 98,723 48,830 49.5 (NA) (NA) 49,893
1940............. Cerenaa 101,458 52,705 51.9 45,070 7,635 48,447
1950............. cereaan 112,801 59,304 52.6 56,449 2,854 52,472
1960...... [ e 126,277 68,144 54.0 64,639 3,505 56,399
D 141,087 80,051 56.7 76,554 3,497 59,038
BLACK
1890......0000vet Cereenn 5,329 3,073 57.7 (NA) (NA) 2,256
1900.....ciiviiinnnnnnnns 6,416 3,992 62.2 (NA) (NA) 2,423
19100 ... 7,318 5,193 71.0 (NA) (NA) 2,125
1920. .0 ciiiiiiiiinnnnnnn. 8,053 4,824 59.9 (NA) (NA) 3,229
1930...... ettt receanaeas 9,293 5,504 59.2 (NA) (NA) 3,789
19402, .. .. ......... e 9,780 5,680 58.1 4,728 952 4,092
1950.......00uvnnt ceees 10,509 5,847 55.6 5,388 459 4,600
1960......000iiinnnnnnnn 12,088 6,689 55.3 6,099 590 5,281
1970. .0 i iiiiiiinnennn e 14,015 7,912 56.5 7,361 550 5,923
WHITE

1890. ... ccviiieinenannn .. 41,931 19,542 46.6 (NA) (NA) 22,389
1900.....cciiiiiiinnnnns 51,251 24,913 48.6 (NA) (NA) 26,338
1910 ............ Cereaean 63,934 32,774 51.3 (NA) (NA) 31,160
1920. ... cviiiiiiinnens eee 74,360 36,616 49.2 (NA) (NA) 37,744
1930..... Creettteeaeeaens 87,981 42,584 48.4 (NA) (NA) 45,396
1940......0000vtn.. Cevees 91,678 47,052 51.3 40,369 6,683 44,355
1950....c0iiiiiiennnnns .. 101,670 53,178 52.3 50,804 2,374 47,553
1960.......... Ceeeeeanae . 113,123 60,885 53.8 58,010 2,875 50,645
1970....... Ceteereceenaan 125,367 71,177 56.8 68,283 2,895 52,413

NA Not available.

1In the 1910 census an unusually large number of children were classified as gainful workers because of
an unique instruction given to the enumerators.

2The reader should exercise caution when interpreting the 1940 census data which include persons of
"other" races and therefore, may reflect an overstatement of the labor force and employment levels of the
Black population.

NOTE: In this section, data for 1960 and 1970 are from two different sources, decennial censuses and
Current Population Surveys, therefore figures may vary from table to table. Data from the 1890 to 1930
censuses refer to gainful workers. The concept ''gainful worker" included all persons who usually followed
a gainful occupation, although they may not have been employed at the time the census was taken. It did
not include women doing housework in their own home without wages and having no other employment, nor
children working in the home at general household work, chores, or at odd times at other work. Data from
the 1940 to 1970 censuses refer to the civilian labor force. The category 'civilian labor force' includes
employed and unemployed persons,

In this table, data are based on decennial censuses. Data for 1890 to 1930 are for persons l0 years
old and over; 1940 to 1960, for persons l4 years old and over; and 1970 for persons 16 years old and over.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 42. |Percent of Persons in the Civilian Labor Force, by Region and Sex for Selected Years:

65

1910 to 1970
Area, sex, and race 1910 1930 19401 1960 1970
BLACK
Both Sexes
United States............ 71 59 58 55 56
SOUth.....oovieerennnnnnnnes . 72 59 59 54 55
North and West........cco000ven 66 62 57 57 58
Male
United States............ 87 80 80 70 67
South....ccvevivneeenns crerana 88 80 81 68 65
North and West.........o000u0ne 86 82 77 73 69
Female
United States............ 55 39 38 42 47
South.......ooiiiniennncnnanssen 56 39 37 41 47
North and West............ e 45 40 39 44 48
WHITE
Both Sexes
United States....... ceeen 51 48 52 54 57
South..... Ceeeesctaeaneanenes vee 51 46 50 51 55
North and West............. cee 51 49 52 55 58
Male
United States............ 81 76 79 75 74
South........ teesenees checenees 83 75 80 72 71
North and West...... cheeeenenes 80 76 79 77 76
Female
United States............ 20 20 24 34 41
South....ooveeverennennoceconnns 17 16 21 32 39
North and West...... ceseenne e 20 22 25 34 41

1pata are for the total labor force (including Armed Forces) and are not strictly comparable to

other

NOTE:

Source:

census years.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Data for 1910 and 1930 are for persons 10 years old and over; 1940 and 1960, for persons
14 years old and over; and 1970 for persons 16 years old and over.



Table 43. Percent of the Population Gainfully Employed by Age and Sex: 1890 and 1930

Black White
Age and sex 18901 1930 1890 1930
MALE

Total, 10 years old and over....... 80 80 77 76
10 to 14 years........covvivnnnnnn Cereee 30 17 8 3
15 to 19 years......covevetnenenenenncnns 73 65 56 46
20 to 24 yeAars.......c.cvitiiiintiiennannn 94 94 92 89
25 to 34 years.......c.ciiiiiiiieiiienaann 97 97 97 97
35 to 44 years........iiiiiiiiiiiiincnans 98 97 98 98
45 to 54 years........ihiiiiiiiiiiiiennn. 98 97 96 96
55 to 64 years.........c.chiiiieiinnennnn 97 94 92 90
65 years and over..........coeeueucncnnnn 88 75 72 57
Age unknown.........cceeeiiennecnnncnnnns 83 70 74 57

FEMALE

Total, 10 years old and over....... 36 39 14 20
10 to 14 years.......civtiiiiiiiinnnennn 20 10 3 1
15 to 19 years.......ccovviitinecrennnnnns 43 30 25 26
20 to 24 years.......cccitreeiniinaannan 47 46 28 42
25 to 34 years.......cociirieiieinenienann 37 47 15 26
35 to 44 years.......ciiiiiiiiiieeanaan 37 48 10 20
45 to 54 years........cveiiiiiiiininnnns 38 46 10 18
55 to 64 years.........cciciiiriiannainnas 37 41 10 15
65 years and OVer........c.coeeeceencncnns 26 24 7 7
Age unknown.......ccvieurnnerneennnnconnns 41 47 26 29

1pata include persons of "other" races.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 44. (Civilian Labor Force Participation Rates by Age and Sex: 1948, 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Annual averages)

Black and other races White
Age and sex
1948 1960 1970 1975 1948 1960 1970 1975
MEN
Total, 16 years old and over... 87 83 77 72 87 83 80 79
16 and 17 years.......cecevvievecnenss 60 46 35 30 51 46 49 52
18 and 19 years........... Ceesereeaas 78 71 62 58 76 69 67 73
20 to 24 years......o.00nnn eeeeeees 86 90 84 78 84 88 83 86
25 to 34 years......ccitiininienaannn 95 96 94 91 96 98 97 96
35 to 44 years.......citiirininininian 97 96 93 90 98 98 97 96
45 to 54 years........ Ceereestsaennes 95 92 88 85 96 96 95 93
55 to 64 years............... ceeeseen 89 83 79 69 90 87 83 77
65 years and over........... Ceeeenaes 50 31 27 21 47 33 27 22
WOMEN
Total, 16 years old and over... 46 48 50 49 31 37 43 46
16 and 17 years.......ccevevennnensss 29 22 24 27 32 30 37 43
18 and 19 years..........c0veeeennnn. 41 44 45 45 54 52 55 60
20 t0 24 YeAarS8.....ccirenirtenroanaan 47 49 58 56 45 46 58 65
25 to 34 years.......ciieiiincncnces 51 50 58 61 31 34 43 54
35tob4b years......cciiiiieiinann . 53 60 60 62 35 42 50 55
45 to 54 years.......iciiiiiiiiiinnnn 51 61 60 57 33 49 54 54
55 to 64 years.......coc0iiennrinnnan 38 47 47 44 23 36 43 41
65 years and over.........cci00c0ecnn 18 13 12 11 9 11 10 8
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Table 45. Labor Force Participation Rates of the Population 18 Years Oid and Over
by Years of School Completed and Sex: March of 1965, 1970, and 1975
Years of school completed Black and other races White
and sex 1965 1970 1975* 1965 1970 1975’
MEN
Total, 18 years and over....... 82 79 70 83 82 78
Elementary: 8 years or less......... 74 69 55 68 64 56
High school: 1 to 3 years......... oos 87 86 63 86 83 69
4 years.....c.cueeiinnnnn 90 89 85 92 90 88
College: 1 or more years...... cen 88 80 82 86 86 86
WOMEN
Total, 18 years and over....... 49 51 49 38 43 46
Elementary: 8 years or less......... 38 35 30 26 25 23
High school: 1 to 3 years............ 49 51 40 36 39 39
4 years......c00ieennnnn 60 63 61 44 49 52
College: 1 or more years......... 69 68 67 47 52 57

1pata are for persons 16 years old and over.

NOTE: Data first became available by race in 1965.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 46. Employment Status of Persons 16 Years Old and Over: 1954 to 1975

(Numbers in thousands.

Annual averages.

Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Black and other races White
Year Civilian Civilian
labor Employed | Unemployed labor Employed |Unemployed
force force
1954......... ceteans Cecesereenneens . 6,824 6,150 674 56,817 53,957 2,860
1955. . ciciiiinnnnnes ceteeaens Cereaas 6,942 6,341 601 58,082 55,834 2,248
1956..... ceceeenas ceceeenas .. 7,127 6,535 592 59,427 57,265 2,162
1957 ettt et eentasnans ceeeeens 7,188 6,619 569 59,741 57,452 2,289
1958.....000vvenn eceeanan 7,347 6,422 925 60,293 56,614 3,679
1959, .ttt iiiiiiiieiene e tacnnns 7,418 6,624 794 60,953 58,005 2,947
1960........ cesee eeeerenas 7,714 6,927 787 61,913 58,850 3,063
1961.....c0vievvnnnns Ceeeesseanan . 7,802 6,832 970 62,654 58,912 3,742
1962.. Cecereteresataenans ceeeee 7,863 7,004 859 62,750 59,698 3,052
1963......... et ereteteneaaen ceeeen 8,004 7,140 864 63,830 60,622 3,208
1964, ..o iiiiinieneanennnensnns . 8,169 7,383 786 64,921 61,922 2,999
1965.......00ut Ceceesteeaenaans cee 8,319 7,643 676 66,136 63,445 2,691
1966. .. iiiiiiencenncenannsanenns 8,496 7,875 621 67,274 65,019 2,253
1967. ceseeseas ceeereeaanns cerees 8,648 8,011 638 68,699 66,361 2,338
1968............. Ceeetereseeeaan v 8,760 8,169 590 69,977 67,751 2,226
1969..... eeees ceeraeaan ettt saeae . 8,954 8,384 570 71,779 69,518 2,261
1970....c00venes Cetreetesenneanes . 9,197 8,445 752 73,518 70,182 3,337
1971....... Ceteeecetaasecenans ceee 9,322 8,403 919 74,790 70,716 4,074
1972.....0000ute s Cieeereaeeas 9,584 8,628 956 76,958 73,074 3,884
1973..... . cereeeeans 10,025 9,131 894 78,689 75,278 3,411
1974..... PP 10,334 9,316 1,018 80,678 76,620 4,057
1975......000 Cereanaan eereenes . 10,529 9,070 1,459 82,084 75,713 6,371
Change:
1954-1965
NUMber..cooevereerenscnocnsconans 1,495 1,493 2 9,319 9,488 -169
Percent...coeeeesevenasss ceesienn 21.9 24,3 0.3 16.4 17.6 -5.9
1965-1970
NUmber..oiveeveeeresennsacennsons 878 802 76 7,382 6,737 646
Percent...oeeeesceecscscccsanannns 10.6 10.5 11,2 11.2 10.6 24,0
1970-1975!
Number..coeeceeesacanns Cirenenaee 1,112 405 487 8,436 5,401 2,904
Percent...ccececeerenscnncanns v 12,1 4,8 64.8 11.5 7.7 87.0

lBeginning in 1972, data based on 1970 census population controls; therefore, not strictly comparable

with data for earlier years.
March 1973,
Black and other races by about 45,000,

(and rates) were not significantly affected in either year.

Census population control adjustments were introduced in January 1972 and
The 1972 adjustment raised the employment level for Whites by about 255,000 and that for

The March 1973 adjustment lowered the employment level for Whites
by about 150,000, while Black and other races levels were raised by about 210,000,

Unemployment levels

The change 1970 to 1975, was computed taking into account these population control adjustments.

NOTE:
monthly sample survey of households).

employed, or not in the labor force for the calendar week containing the 12th of the month.

The information on employment and unemployment is obtained from the Current Population Survey (a

All persons 16 years of age and over are classified as employed, un-

The unemployed

are persons who did not work or have a job during the survey week, and who had looked for work within the

past 4 weeks, and were currently available for work.
a job from which they had been laid off or waiting to report to a new job.
unemployed constitutes the civilian labor force.

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source:

Also included are those waiting to be called back to

The sum of the employed and the



Table 47. Unemployment Rates for Persons 16 Years Oid and Over:

(Annual averages)
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1948 to 1975

Year

Unemployment rate

Black and
other races

White

Ratio: Black
and other races
to White

1948. .. ciiiiiiiiiieiieiiereentennenn teesreneans
L
1950, . ciiiieiierincncennecnennns ceesene cececnne

L
1956....c00ciiiiieennnnns Cecectcesasescacnanaas
L cecaenne sesueee
1958. .. iiiiiiiiiiiiii i iiieeenen tesessensrenane
1959. .. iiiiiiiiiiieieenennens cereacnns seveeaee

L 1 ceseases Ceesecessnsnnas
D L .o
1962. ... cciviiiiiiiirnneinnenes ceseees cessnaans
1963............ Ceserescenenaann Gresesveaasnane

1966 - m e
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1971........ Ceeesecsesresnas crrereens treecanes :
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NOTE: The unemployment rate is the percent of the civilian labor force that is unemployed.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.



70

Table 48. Unemployment Rates, by Sex and Age, for Selected Years: 1954 to 1975

(Annual averages)

Sex, age, and race 1954 1960 1965 1970 1974 1975
BLACK AND OTHER RACES

Total, 16 years and over..... 9.9 10.2 8.1 8.2 9.9 13.9
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years......... 6.5 24.4 26.2 29.1 32.9 36.9
Men, 20 years and over...... PN 9.9 9.6 6.0 5.6 6.8 11.7
Women, 20 years and over........... 8.5 8.3 7.4 6.9 8.4 11.5

WHITE

Total, 16 years and over..... 5.0 4.9 4.1 4.5 5.0 7.8
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years......... 2.1 13.4 13.4 13.5 14.0 17.9
Men, 20 years and over............. 4.4 4.2 2.9 3.2 3.5 6.2
Women, 20 years and over......... .o 5.1 4.6 4.0 4.4 5.0 7.5

RATIO: BLACK AND OTHER

RACES TO WHITE

Total, 16 years and over..... 2.0 2.1 2.0 1.8 2.0 1.8
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years......... 1.4 . 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.4 2.1
Men, 20 years and over........... .. 2.3 2.3 2.1 1.8 1.9 1.9
Women, 20 years and over.......... . 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.6 1.7 1.5

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Table 49. |Unemployment Rates for Married Men, With Spouse Present: 1962 to 1975

(Annual averages)

Unemployment rate Ratio:

Black and

Year Black and Whi other races

other races ite to White
1962. .. .ccccieceenrncssnscscanssassas P 7.9 3.1 2.5
1963.....c00000un Ceceeeteenestttsacenans 6.8 3.0 2.3
1964. . c0iieeeieecenrsscensscsosssasacenes 5.3 2.5 2.1
1965. . .cccienceecncnccssnass teseetsannaes 4.3 2.1 2.0
1966....... cieesecectanensee Ceeesenennens 3.6 1.7 2.1
1967........ e eescsessicessseasssnessannn 3.2 1.7 1.9
1968....cccieeieececncsaasoassssssanannns 2.9 1.5 1.9
1969....ccvvieencnnnncas teeesecnenanan eee 2.5 1.4 1.8
1970........ et eecessctessceesatasasenans 3.9 2.4 1.6
1971........ Ceceescseescenscensacassnonas 5.0 3:0 1.7
1972.....0000e cecsestescsntatenanons 4.5 2.6 1.7
1973...... Ceetreceestsesassenns ceesciaans 3.8 2.1 1.8
1974....0000nves ceesseasnasens et ecaannn 4.3 2.5 1.7
1975. i eiieiiccncnnnns creseneseane ceean 8.3 4.8 1.7

NOTE: Data for 1962 to 1965 are for persons l4 years old and over; data for 1966 to 1975 are for

persons 16 years old and over,

Source: U,S, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 50. Unemployed Persons 14 Years Old and Over by Duration of Unemployment for Selected
Years: 1957 to 1975

(Annual averages)

Duration of unemployment and race 1957 1960 1965 1970 1975?
ALL RACES
Total with unemployment...thousands.. 2,936 3,931 3,456 4,088 7,830
Percent.....oceevecveeessscacsannans 100 100 100 100 100
1 to 14 weeks...... P 81 76 78 84 68
15 weeks Or MOre...ccovvevenecencennnacnans 19 24 22 16 32
27 week8 O MOY@. ... cveeeecaanenansannsns 8 12 10 6 15
BLACK AND OTHER RACES
Total with unemployment...thousands.. 584 802 702 752 1,459
Percent....c.ccoeeeencsancancccnnnoes 100 100 100 100 100
1 to 14 weekS...voviviieniereeennnonanennnns 78 70 75 84 67
15 weeks OF MOre....cvevcerensennnsnncnnnas 22 30 25 17 33
27 weeks or more..... ceessesscccntnnnacnn 10 15 13 6 16
WHITE
Total with unemployment...thousands.. 2,352 3,129 2,754 3,337 6,371
Percent....coeeeeecceacannas ceeeane 100 100 100 100 100
1] to 14 weeks....covviiieenreennnncanannnns 82 77 79 84 69
15 weeks OF MOTE....ccvevenrcnnsanonsnsanns 18 23 21 16 31
27 weeks O MOTE@...cceevvccenncsonnsoasnna 8 11 10 6 15
BLACK AND OTHER RACES AS
A PERCENT OF ALL RACES
Total with unemployment.............. 20 20 20 18 19
1 to 14 weeks.....oovevieeeanrecannnnnnnnas 19 19 20 18 18
15 weeks Or mOre.....cccvcvveevreneccncnnnnns 23 25 23 19 20
27 week8 OF MOT@....cvveverecvsocnncasnas 24 26 25 20 20

1Data are for persons 16 years old and over.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 51. Occupation of the Gainfully Employed Popuiation 10 Years Oid and Over by Sex:
1890, 1910, and 1930

Black White
Occupation and sex
1890 1910 1930 1890 1910 1930
BOTH SEXES
Total, gainful workers..thousands.. 3,073 5,193 5,504 19,542 32,774 42,584
Percent......cooceeeeseescnconnas 100 100 100 100 100 100
Agriculture, forestry, and fishingl...... 57 55 37 37 30 20
Manufacturing and mechanical........ ceees 6 13 19 25 30 30
Transportation and communication?........ 5 5 7 16 7 8
Domestic and personal service............ 31 22 29 17 8 8
Other occupations3........cccveveenceenns 1 6 9 5 25 34
MALE
Total, gainful workers..thousands.. 2,101 3,179 3,663 16,603 26,730 33,767
Percent.......cceeveeuiesesecncans 100 100 100 100 100 100
Agriculture, forestry, and fishingl...... 63 57 42 42 33 24
Manufacturing and mechanical....... ceeess 7 18 25 24 31 33
Transportation and communication2........ 7 8 11 18 9 9
Domestic and personal service............ 22 8 12 13 3 4
Other occupations3...... tesresctseasenans 1 8 10 4 24 30
FEMALE

Total, gainful workers..thousands.. 972 2,014 1,841 2,939 6,044 8,818
Percent.......cceonoeneeccnscncens 100 100 100 100 100 100
Agriculture, forestry, and fishingl...... 44 52 27 9 12 4
Manufacturing and mechanical............. 3 3 5 34 29 20
Transportation and communication2........ - - - 8 2 3
Domestic and personal service............ 52 42 63 39 28 23
Other occupations3.........coveuivenennnns 1 2 5 10 29 50

- Represents or rounds to zero.

1Includes the occupation "mining" for 1890.

21ncludes the occupation "trade" for 1890.

3 Includes the occupation "professional service" for 1890. Includes the following occupations for
1910 and 1930--extraction of minerals, trade, public service, professional service, and clerical
occupations.

NOTE: In tables 51 and 52, occupational statistics for the census years 1890, 1910, and 1930
are not strictly comparable due to changes in definition.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 52. Occupation of the Gainfully Employed Black Population 10 Years Old and Over
by Region: 1890, 1910, and 1930

Area and occupation 1890 1910 1930
SOUTH

Total, gainful workers...thousands.. 2,746 4,592 4,210
Percent.....cceeeececescnesccnnsas 100 100 100
Agriculture, forestry, and fishingl....... 62 62 47
Manufacturing and mechanical.............. 5 9 15
Transportation and communication2......... 4 4 6
Domestic and personal service............. 28 18 24
Other occupations3.............. N 1 7 8

NORTH AND WEST

Total, gainful workers...thousands.. 327 600 1,293
Percent......... Cereecnstenernenns 100 100 100
Agriculture, forestry, and fishingl....... . 16 8 3
Manufacturing and mechanical.............. 9 20 30
Transportation and communication?......... 9 9 11
Domestic and personal service............. 63 48 43
Other occupations3.......... ceeees cesens . 2 16 13

1Includes the occupation "mining" for 1890.

2Includes the occupation "trade" for 1890.

3Includes the occupation "professional service" for 1890. Includes the following occupations for
1910 and 1930--extraction of minerals, trade, public service, professional service, and clerical
occupations.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 53. Occupation of Employed Persons 14 Years Oid and Over, by Sex: 1940, 1960, and 1970

All races Black White
Occupation and sex
1940 1960 1970 1940 1960 1970 1940 1960 1970
BOTH SEXES
Total employed......ccc......thousands... 45,166 64,639 77,309 4,679 6,097 7,420 40,495 58,010 ‘68,972
vecsssesenes 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
White—COLlLlAr WOrKerS...ccocessecscocscsansssane 32 LY} 46 6 13 2% 35 & 48
Professional, technical, and kindred workers. 7 11 14 3 S 8 8 11 15
Managers and administrators, except farm..... 8 9 8 1 2 2 9 9 9
Sales, clerical, and kindred workers......... 17 21 26 2 7 14 18 23 23
Blue-COllaY WOrKerS...coccecoccccsscsscsccsncns 36 37 33 28 k] 37 3 36 33
Craft and kindred workers........ 11 14 13 3 6 8 12 15 16
Operatives, including transport.. 18 18 16 10 19 21 19 17 16
Laborers, except LBrB.....ccccvercecsccccsnccs 7 5 & 14 13 8 6 4 &
Farm workers..ccccceeceseee 18 6 3 32 8 3 17 6 3
Farmers and farm managers. 11 3 2 15 3 - 11 4 2
Farm laborers and SUPervisors.......ccecceeee 7 2 1 17 S 2 6 2 1
BOrvicCe WOrKOrS...occcececsorsossscanssancssncs 12 12 12 34 32 b3 10 9 10
Private household workers. S 3 1 22 15 7 3 1 1
Other 3ervice WOTKOrS....ccceceecvcreccacsces 8 9 10 12 17 18 7 8 10
Occupation 0Ot reported...ccccceececccscossvcass 1 S 6 1 8 12 1 5 6
MEN
Total employed......c........thousands... 34,028 43,467 48,139 2,937 3,642 4,091 30,932 39,462 43,501
POrCONt.cvcccceenencssesnscccncsssannnse 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
White-COllAr WOTKerS....ccecosrencecccssscscnns 28 33 38 ) 11 17 30 b)) 40
Professional, technical, and kindred workers. [ 10 14 2 3 S 6 11 16
Managers and administrators, except farm..... 10 11 11 1 2 3 11 12 11
Sales, clerical, and kindred workers......... 13 14 14 2 6 9 13 14 16
BlU@~COL1Ar WOTK@rS....cccceeeecosscscccrancnss LY} &6 &b 38 34 $3 [}] 13 43
Craft and kindred WOrkers....cccceccecccccsee 15 20 20 4 10 13 16 21 20
Operatives, including transport.....cceocceeee 18 19 18 13 23 26 19 18 17
1aborers, except fAMM..c.cccccvecccncaccccraese 9 7 6 21 21 14 8 6 5
FATS WOrKOrS....coccecececccscsssocssssossannsse 23 8 [} 41 11 4 21 4
Farmers and farm BANAGOrS......ccvcvvevasoven 15 S 3 21 4 1 16 6 3
Fara laborers and SUPervisors.....ccccecoeeee 8 3 2 20 7 3 7 2 1
BErvice WOTKerS......ccoveeveecoccsccnsccnssses 7 7 8 15 15 16 6 [} 7
Private household workers.......... - - - 3 1 - - - -
Other Service WOrkerS......ccceeecesccocsoses 6 6 8 12 14 14 6 6 7
Occupation DOt YePOrted...c.ccceecevescsscnsasans 1 S 6 1 8 12 1 3 S
WOMEN
Total employed...............thousands... 11,138 21,172 29,170 1,542 2,455 3,329 9,364 18,549 25,471
POrCOnt..ccceecceccrorcacccccarnccsnnns 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
White—COLllAr WOTKOYS....ccooeteosccascscrsosans [} sS4 S8 6 17 32 52 59 61
Professional, technical, and kindred workers. 13 13 15 4 7 10 15 13 15
Managers and administrators, except farm..... & & 3 1 1 1 4 [y &
Sales, clerical, and kindred workers......... 28 » 40 1 9 21 33 41 42
BlU@=COL1Ar WOTKOIS...cccccecercnvocsasasosnnse 20 17 16 7 14 17 22 18 16
Craft and kindred wOrkers......c.cceececaenes 1 1 2 - 1 1 1 1 2
Operatives, including transport.............. 18 15 13 6 12 14 20 15 13
Laborers, except fAIrB.....ccccectvcrccscsnnes 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
FATR WOTKOTS . ccoceccocccsscoesssocsasansssnnns 4 2 1 16 3 1 2 1 1
Parmers and farm BADALETrS.....ccccvvccrcscsos 1 1 - 3 1 - 1 1 -
Farm laborers and SUPervisors...........ecees 3 1 - 13 3 1 1 1 -
BOrvice WOrkersS...ccccceeececsccscocnccncassans 29 22 19 70 57 38 22 17 16
Private household WOTKers....cccoeceeccccecas 18 8 3 60 36 15 11 4 2
Other 8ervice WOrkers......cccceeeeecacsssans 11 14 15 10 21 23 11 13 16
Occupation NOt repPorted....ccecevesecccccccascs 1 6 7 1 8 12 1 S 6

- Rounds to sero.

NOTE: 1In tables 53, 54, and 56, occupation and industry statistics for the census years 1940, 1960, snd 1970 are not strictly compsrable.
However, adjustments have been made in the 1960 data to achieve as close comparability with the 1970 classification systems as possible.
Since these adjustments sometimes involved estimates, the reader should exercise caution in interpreting small changes betwesn the two
censuses. In the figures for persons 14 years old and over, the "not reported" cases for 1970 are treated according to the 1960 presentatiom;
that is, the cases allocated to major groups in 1970 are removed from those groups and combined into a separate "not reported" category.
Tables 53, 54, and 56 reflect these adjustments which have been made only at the national level; the regional data for 1960 and 1970, shown
in table 54, do not reflect such adjustments. See "Definitions and Explanations" for more details.

Source: U.S. Depertment of Commarce, Bureau of the Census. -



Table 54. Occupation of Employed Persons 14 Years Oid and Over, by Region:

(Mumbers in th

1940, 1960, and 1970

75

All races Black Percent Black of all races
Area and occupation
1940 1960 19702 1940 1960 1970t 1940 1960 19702
UMITED STATES
Total employed.......... 45,166 64,639 77,309 4,479 6,097 7,420 10 9 10
POTCONL. . cvvvtnnnnnnsnncnsncnsnosannns 100 100 100 100 100 100 x) (x) (x)
White-collar workers . 32 41 46 6 13 24 2 3 5
Professional, technical, aud kiurcd votkcu 7 11 14 3 5 8 4 4 5
Managors and lhiniltneou. except farm..... 8 9 8 1 2 2 1 2 3
Sales, clerical, and kindred workers......... 17 21 24 2 ? 14 1 3 6
Blue-collar workers.........c.c000eune ceensenon 36 k) 3 28 38 N 8 10 11
Craft and kindred workers..........ccoevevenns 11 14 13 3 6 8 3 4 6
Operatives, including transport........... vee 18 18 16 10 19 21 6 10 12
Laborers, except farm........ccicteiianiinnnn 7 5 4 14 13 8 21 24 19
PACE WOTKBTS. ccovvieeeernsonsecasssacssncsssnns 18 6 3 32 8 3 18 13 8
Parmers and farm managers.........coveeeeeans 11 & 2 15 3 - 13 7 2
Parm laborers and farm -uporvicon ..... cesene 7 2 1 17 5 2 25 22 17
Service workers.........ccvcuiennennn eeessecsnne 12 12 12 34 32 25 27 26 20
Private household Iorhn. ceerreenaan [P 5 3 1 22 15 7 48 53 48
Other service workers.........coovevvenerenns 8 9 10 12 17 18 15 18 16
Occupation not reported.......cccvvennnenns 1 S 6 1 8 12 7 16 19
SOUTH
Total employed.......ocovnunenn seeeeen 13,778 18,616 22,797 3,571 3,537 3,799 26 19 17
POTCODL. ..t vvvirionrcenrrrasncnnnans 100 100 100 100 100 100 (x) (x) (x)
White-collar wOrkers......cocvivevrecerecannnns 24 38 45 4 10 20 5 b] 7
Professional, technical, and kindred workers. 6 10 14 2 5 8 11 9 9
re and adminietrators, except farm..... ? 8 8 1 1 2 3 3 4
Sales, clerical, and kindred workers......... 12 19 23 1 4 11 2 3 8
Blue-—collar wOorkers.......cccievuvuiennonnannes 30 36 38 25 36 43 22 19 19
Craft and kindred workers................ oo 8 13 14 2 6 9 8 8 10
Operatives, including trensport..... sesecsens 15 18 18 9 16 23 16 17 21
Laborers, except farm.........ciiieiiininanns 7 6 5 14 15 11 49 48 37
Parm wOTkeTS...oc.cverrnrtnnninnanns Ceetieniann 31 9 & 40 14 5 33 30 23
Parmers and farm BANAGErs.......ccoccvvecnnen 19 5 2 18 5 1 26 18 8
Parm laborers and farm supervisors........... 12 D) 2 21 9 4 45 47 39
Service WOTKErS....oocvvivrrneretnnneinnnncnes 13 13 13 30 35 31 59 52 40
Private household workers..........covvenvnns 7 &4 3 21 18 12 82 79 76
Other service workers...... 6 8 11 9 16 20 35 38 31
Occupation not reported........ocvvveuvennnnens 1 5 (x) 1 6 (x) 20 23 (x)
WORTH AND WEST
Total employed......coceiieracnrancononns 31,388 46,024 53,756 908 2,560 3,562 3 6 7
Percent.... .. 100 100 100 100 100 100 x) (x) (x)
White-collar workers......cccooeetunercecananns 36 43 49 10 18 kX 1 2 &
~ Professional, technical, and kindred workers. 8 12 15 3 b) 9 1 2 4
Managers and administrators, except farm..... 9 8 8 2 2 3 1 1 2
Sales, clerical, and kindred workers......... 19 23 26 5 12 22 1 3 6
Blue—collar workers.......cccccevveevenncnnnnns 39 37 35 36 41 41 3 6 8
Craft and kindred vorkers......... . 12 14 14 H 8 9 1 3 5
Operatives, including transport.. .. 20 19 17 16 22 24 2 7 9
Laborers, except farm.........ccccceevnennnes 7 4 4 15 1 7 7 13 11
Parm workers.......oceeevnes cesane reesssesaane 13 5 3 3 1 1 1 1 1
Parmers and faras unutn ..... . 8 3 2 1 - - = = 1
Parm laborers and farm supervis 4 2 1 2 1 - 1 2 3
80TVice WOrKerS.. ... ovveeeernntincccnnasssnnene 12 10 13 50 29 25 12 15 13
Private household workers...... .. 4 2 1 27 10 b 21 29 30
Other service workers. . 8 9 12 24 18 20 8 12 12
Occupation not reported.......cccoevecnnssncrcns 1 S (x) 1 12 (x) 2 13 (x)

- Rounds to szero.
X Wot applicable.
IRegional data are for parsons 16 years old and over.

Source:

U.8. Department of ce—rec; Bureau of the Census.
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Table 55. Black Persons Employed in Selected Professional Occupations for Selected Years:

1890 to 1970
Teachers, Physicians Lawyers
Subject except Clergy and and
college! surgeons judges
TOTAL BLACK EMPLOYED
1890...cc0vcvinnenn teessecestctseaanean .. 15,100 12,159 909 431
1910.......... . ceeesaee ees 29,432 17,495 3,077 798
1940. .. it tieeeceencceoonconns Ceeseeenan 63,697 17,102 3,524 1,052
1960....c00iiinniiicccnnennnns chceeceseas 122,163 13,955 4,706 2,180
1970. ..t iiiiiiiitieenaeenceassasancnnsnas 235,436 12,850 6,106 3,728
BLACK AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL
POPULATION IN EACH OCCU-
PATION GROUP
1890........ eeeeeracstserttaaatoaans oo 4 14 1 -
1910, ...cc0veennee ceeescenaaae cereeseaaan 5 15 2 1
1940....cciviieenennnnnanns Ceetersecenenns 6 13 2 1
1960.....c00000ee Ceeescsesecsaacnsesanene 8 7 2 1
1970. .. it iieieeneeenncsnnnnnns ceesecae . 8 6 2 1
PERCENT BLACK IN EACH OCCUPATION
GROUP RESIDING IN THE SOUTH
1890...cccviverccncnccnnes sesesssssssasas 88 84 64 70
1910.......... cressene Ceeeecsesseneatnnns 90 82 62 54
1940.....000iieeenncnnnas ceectssssccasena 85 78 53 31
1960....c0ccvivnnennenns ceesecensans ceeas 78 68 36 29
1970. . ittt iienennecesesesocsaasosnannnns 64 57 32 33

- Rounds to zero.

l1Includes professors in colleges and universities for 1890 and county agents for 1940.

NOTE:

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Data are not strictly comparable from census to census due to changes in definitionm.
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Table 56. Major Industry of Employed Persons 14 Years Oid and Over: 1940, 1960, and 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Percent Black

Industry and year All races Black of all races

1940
Total employed.......ccovvveeunnnns 45,166 4,479 10
PerCeNt..veeerenernreenneoaananns 100 100 (x)
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries..... 19 33 18
CONBLIrUCLiON. .t eececosecenaasssnanns 5 3 7
Manufacturing........c.coiiieiiiiiiinae, 23 12 5
Wholesale and retail trade............. .. 17 8 5
Personal Bservices........cccoeeeeenns ceeee 9 29 32
Professional and related services........ 7 4 5
Public administration...........ccc0eveen . 4 1 3
Other industries............... tececenaas 15 9 6
Industry not reported.......cccoeceeeenns 2 1 9

1960
Total employed................ ceeee 64,639 6,099 9
Percent........... e reeieeeeeeee 100 100 (x)
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries..... 7 9 13
Construction......ccveeevennans eresteenns 6 5 9
Manufacturing......c.ccceueeiveecnnccnnenses 27 19 7
Wholesale and retail trade.........o00... 18 12 6
Personal services.......cccveveesnacnccns 6 22 34
Professional and related services........ 12 11 9
Public administration....... Citeceennanes 5 5 9
Other industries........ccoeeveues ceeaeas 15 10 6
Industry not reported.......cccoeveeeennnn 4 7 17

1970
Total employed.................. N 77,309 7,420 10
Percent........... ceeeen Ceeeanes 100 100 (x)
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries..... 3 3 8
CONBLIrUCLION. . cviuveoreraseoonsssssncnnas b) 4 8
Manufacturing..........cocunn.. cesseacenen 24 22 9
Wholesale and retail trade............... 19 12 6
Personal services........eceeeuvecnsnnnes 4 11 26
Professional and related services........ 17 18 10
Public administration.......ceeceevvennss 5 6 11
Other industries......... tetsssenarreanae 16 12 7
Industry not reported........cccviveneeenn 6 12 19

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 57. Number of Black Businesses for Selected Years: 1863 to 1913

(Numbers in thousands)

Total, Change over preceding date--
Year Black
businesses Number Percent
1863....... easeeccsrses et ansennacsonenns 2 (X) (x)
1873....... teeseseseeccscenatssaaaannann 4 2 100
- 2PN 10 6 150
1893...... et eesecsetctcsttaansasraaaeeens 17 7 70
1903, ... ceieececencncnccsssassoesasasanes 25 8 47
1913, .. iiieeecceceanssassscosannannanans 40 15 60

X Not applicable.

Source: Monroe N. Work, ed. Negro Yearbook, An Annual Encyclopedia of the Negro 1914-1915.

Tuskegee, Alabama: The Negro Yearbook Publishing Company Tuskegee Institute, 1914,

A for copyright source.)

Table 58. Selected Characteristics of Black-Owned Firms: 1969 and 1972

(Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

(See appendix

Percent Percent
Selected characteristic 1969 1972 change, distribution
1969 to
1972 1969 1972
PRESENCE OF PAID EMPLOYEES
AND GROSS RECEIPTS

All firms....cocvvenrnnonecrcnannns 163,073 194,986 20 100 100
With paid employees..........ccovveveenn. 38,304 31,893 -17 23 16
Without paid employees................. .. 124,769 163,093 31 77 84

Average number of paid employees per
firm.......... Ceeeiesssesascecntansannen 4 6 50 (x) (x)
Gross receipts.......cocueenen thousands.. [$4,474,191 [$7,168,491 60 (x) (x)
Average receipts per firm..... thousands. . $27.4 $36.8 34 (x) (x)

LEGAL FORM OF ORGANIZATION
All firms......... Cresieresanateane 163,073 194,986 20 100 100
Sole proprietorships..... Ceeeetieneaanans 148,135 182,530 23 91 94
Partnerships.......cccovveveenencnenncnns 11,424 8,422 -26 7 4
COrporationd.....ccoveeieeccscnsccnncnnns 3,514 4,034 15 2 2
REGION OF LOCATION

All firmsl.........ccovivnniennnenn 162,050 192,861 19 100 100
South.....ccovvveunns Ceeeceiececacnancans 83,262 96,451 16 51 50
North and West.......covvnrerececennronen 78,788 96,410 22 49 50
Northeast.......ccoveeesnesnasensennnss 24,392 31,611 30 15 16
North Central........ccccoiinennccannnn 36,635 41,400 13 23 21
WeBL...oovvenroensncosesnsncoansosnsnas 17,761 23,399 32 11 12

X Not applicable.

1Excludes 1,023 firms in 1969 and 2,125 firms in 1972 whose region of location was not reported.

NOTE:

tions" section for more details.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Most of the data shown in tables 58 and 59 are from the 1972 and 1969 Surveys of Minority-
Owned Businesses (1969 was the first year of the Survey).
the sole proprietor or more than half of the partners were Black.
Black-owned if more than 50 percent of the stock was owned by Blacks.

A firm was considered to be Black-owned if
A corporation was classified as

See 'Definitions and Explana-
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Table 59. Number and Gross Receipts of Total and Biack-Owned Firms, Excluding Corporations,
by Legal Form of Organization and Industry Division: 1972

Number of Gross receipts, [Gross receipts--

. firms, 1972 | Forcent Black 1972 | percent Black

Legal form of organization (thousands) of all firms | (... "0of dols.) of all firms

and industry division
Tota1® | B1o¢k™ | 969 | 1972 | Toral | 2,257 1969 | 1972
ALL INDUSTRIES
Legal Form of Organization
Total firmB..cccecccoccccccconcosnns 7,053 191 2.6 2.7 289,318 | 4,953 1.3 1.7
Sole proprietorshipP..cccececcsccccccccee 6,308 183 2.7 2.9 205,989 | 4,144 1.4 2.0
Ptrtnership.................-.......... 745 8 1.7 1.1 83,329 809 0.9 1.0
Industry Division
COnStruCtioN.ceeccecccscscccsscscnsoces 865 20 2.0 2,3 36,564 612 1.1 1.7
Manufacturing..cccecocecoccccvcscsccces 233 4 1.2 1.5 13,605 150 0.7 1.1
Transportation and public utilities.... 358 22 5.5 6.0 9,468 369 2.3 3.9
Wholesale trade.cccececesscscccsssscses 378 2 0.4 0.4 | 43,113 239 0.4 0.6
Retail trade....ccecececccsasscsccscasss | 21,991 56 2.4 2.8117,750 | 2,359 1.4 2.0
Finance, insurance, and real estate.... 955 8 0.9 0.8 | 30,490 175 0.4 0.6
Selected 8erviCeB..cceeesccsssscosccssces 1,950 68 3.3 3.5 | 30,489 870 2.1 2.9
Other industries and not classified.... 322 14 5.8 4.3 7,839 179 3.3 2.3
Ipata are from IRS Statistics of Income series.

2Includes "wholesale and retail trade not allocated by industry."

NOTE:

tions were unavailable from Internal Revenue Service.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Data for corporations were excluded from the universe because comparable data for all corpora-

Table 60. Black-Owned Banks by Period Established and Region: 1900-1939 to 1970-1975

Period established

Total
Area number 1900 1940 1960 1970
of banks
in 1975 to to to to
1939 1959 1969 1975
United States...cececeeee 45 8 2 11 24
SOUth.ce.eseecesoscnconcacnncne 19 8 1 2 8
North..eeeeeeeseroccesacsccnnes 21 - 1 6 14
Northeast...cocececeecencecns 4 - - 2 2
North Central....ce.ccoeceeeee 17 - 1 4 12
WesSt...ccenveconsacescesasscans 5 - - 3 2

- Represents zero.
NOTE:

were no longer in existence in 1975.

Source: '"Black Banks:
copyright source.)

An Overview," Black Enterprise Magazine (June 1977).

Figures exclude Black-owned banks which may have been established at an earlier time but

(See appendix A for
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Table 61. Black-Owned Life Insurance Companies by Period Established and Region:

1890-1909 to 1970-1975
Total number Period established
Area of insurance 1890 1910 1940 1960 1970
companies in
1975 to to to to to
1909 1939 1959 1969 1975
United States..ccecc.. 41 8 17 13 2 1
South......-o.-....-...-... 34 8 13 12 - 1
North...-.......-.......... 4 - 3 1 - -
Northeast...sceeeoeccceses 1 - 1 - - -
North Central....cececeee 3 - 2 1 - -
West....................... 3 - 1 - 2 -

- Represents zero.

NOTE: Figures exclude Black-owned life insurance companies which may have been established at an
earlier time but were no longer in existence in 1975,

Source: '"Insurance Companies: An Overview,” Black Enterprise Magazine (June 1977). (See appendix
A for copyright source.)
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Table 62. Distribution of Black and Other Races Farm Operators, by Tenure and Region:

y 1910, 1940, 1959, and 1969

Area and tenure 1910 1940 1959 1969

BLACK AND OTHER RACES FARM OPERATORS

United States

Farm operators!...............thousands.. 924 724 2285 104
Percent...ceececececcsscscsssssssscscsns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OWNersS..eeseesscscccosoncscccossccssssssssssscosss 26.1 27.9 48.5 79.5
TenaAntS.cccceececcecscccscsccscsscccscsscscscsccsscsse 73.7 72.0 49.5 20.5
ShAreCropPersS..cccescssscscceccesssssscsccssns 40.4 54.2 37.7 (NA)
South
Farm operators!.....c.cc..s0..thousands.,. 890 680 266 90
Percent..cceceececcssscssessssssscscose 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Owners.....................................-... 24.5 25.3 “7.9 79.8
TeNANTS. ceeeecssosccsssssscosscnsssscsssossnssns 75.3 74.5 52.0 20.2
ShBreCropPPersS. cseeessescssscsssssssscssssoscs 41.6 57.1 39.9 (NA)

North and West

Farm operators!...............thousands.. 34 43 219 14
Percent..cceeeececcccccccccsncccscsnsens 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

OWNerS. ccceecocessscsccsssossecscssssccsssssancs 67.6 68.9 57.1 77.7
Tenants..cocescscassscssconsscssssscnscscscssnce 31.0 32.5 15.6 22.3
ShBreCroPPerS..ccececescccssscessscssssncnsss 10.0 8.3 7.2 (NA)

BLACK AND OTHER RACES AS A PERCENT OF
ALL FARM OPERATORS

United States

Farm operators’.......coeeeeeccceccncnces 14.5 11.9 27.7 3.8
OWNerS.cccocececsoscccsensasssscsscsnscsscscscsancs 6.1 5.5 4.7 3.5
TenaNnt8..coeeescccscsscsccrssssossssssssssncascsne 28.9 22.0 18.6 6.0

ShBreCrOPPerS..cccccccscsccccsccssscccscssccns 26.7 28.9 26.3 (NA)
South

Farm operators!.....ceeceeeccecscccccccss 28.7 22.6 16.1 7.8
OWNerS..cceseescecsonsccasesssssasssonsossssssce 14.1 11.2 10.1 7.0
TeNANtS.seessosessssoecscsssscscssscnscssasssnse 43.6 35.0 36.2 13.4

Sh‘recrop”rs....'.O'..'.'Q.......O'.....'l'. 37.7 38 1 42.8 (“ )
North and West

Farm operators)......cceceeocecccececconse 1.1 1.4 20.9 0.9
mners"."..lll..'.'l'l.‘.l...'l.'.‘..'..‘.l.. 1.0 1.3 006 °l8
Temnts.QI'.'..'...."..'..O‘ll..l"...."Q.Q" 1'3 1‘5 008 lOa

Shﬂrecroppers.............-..--.-............ 0.8 101 008 (N. )

NA Not available.
lincludes a small number of farm managers, not shown separately.
2The tenure distribution excludes data for Hawaii; however, figures for all farm operators include Hawaii.

NOTE: The census definition of a farm has been changed several times between decennial censuses. However,

in all censuses, the essential features of the farm definition have been: (1) the land should be under the
control of one person and (2) the land should be used for or connected with agricultural operations.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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IV. Education

School Attendance

According to historical accounts, very few Blacks attended
school in the 18th century and during the early part of the
19th century; educational instruction was received by a
relatively large number of Blacks during the latter part of the
19th century. According to the 1890 census, enroliment
levels among Black children and youth were very low; at that
time, only about one-third of the 3.0 million Blacks 5to 19
years old were attending school.! '

Impressive gains in school attendance have been noted for
Blacks in the 20th century. In 1910, about 45 percent of
Blacks 5 to 20 years old were enrolled in school; by 1940,
the rate had climbed to 65 percent; and in 1975, 87 percent
of the 8.7 million Blacks 5 to 20 years old were enrolled
(table 63).

In the late 1800’s and early 1900's, Blacks were much less
likely than Whites to have been enrolled in school. For
example, in 1890, the enroliment rate of 33 percent for
Blacks 5 to 19 years old lagged 25 percentage points behind
the 58 percent for the comparable group of White youth.
However, the gap in school attendance between Blacks and
Whites has been almost eliminated in recent years, partially
as a result of compulsory attendance laws for persons of
elementary and secondary school ages. In 1975, the propor-
tion of Blacks and Whites 5 to 20 years old enrolled in school
was about the same—about 86 percent.

In 1890, enroliment rates for Blacks 5 to 19 years old
were lower in the South (where over 90 percent of Black
school-age youth lived) than in the remainder of the
Nation—31 percent in the South versus 48 percent in the
North and West, a difference of 17 percentage points.
Historians report that this education lag in the 19th century
for young Blacks living in the South was due to several
influences, including the limited acceptance of a public
school system in the southern rural areas and the opposition
to the education of Blacks. The differentials in school
attendance between the South and the North and West have
decreased significantly over the decades as rapid progress in

! Statistics on school attendance were first collected in the 1840
census. However, school attendance data collected in the 1840 census
and in the 1850 to 1880 censuses have serious limitations and defects
and are not comparable with data derived from the 1890 and
subsequent censuses. Thus, enroliment data for the 1840 to 1880
censuses are not induded in this chapter.

86

school enroliment has been made by Blacks in the South.
Just prior to World War 11 (1940), the difference had been
reduced to 11 percentage points; by 1970 (when 53 percent
of Black school-age youth were in the South), the enroliment
rate for Blacks in the South lagged only 3 percentage points
behind that for the North and West (table 63).

Census data presented in tables 64 and 65 show that each
age group has shared in the increased school enroliment
among Blacks. Moreover, in the past 25 years (1950 to
1975), substantial increases have been noted in the propor-
tion of Black youth enrolled in school above the compulsory
attendance age (generally age 16). The growth in enrollment
experienced by the age group 5 to 13 years old is due both
to the increased availability of kindergarten classes to
Blacks, since more public school systems, especially those in
the South, now include kindergartens, and to increased
participation rates at the compulsory school ages, 7 to 13.

The recent progress in school enroliment made by Blacks
is also revealed by the increase in the proportion enrolled in
college. The proportion of Black men and women 18 to 24
years old enrolled in college increased only slightly in the
1950's and then rose sharply in the 1960-70 decade. This
upward movement has continued into the early 1970’s. By
1975, the college enrollment rate was about 21 percent for
Black men and women 18 to 24 years old compared with
about 5 percent in 1950. This gain undoubtedly reflects the
widening educational opportunities at the college level for
Blacks, which resulted from the U.S. Supreme Court’s
historical decision in 1954 (Brown v. the Board of Educa-
tion). Despite this gain, college enrollment rates in 1975 for
Blacks were still much lower than those for Whites of
comparable age partly because fewer Blacks of coliege age
had completed high school (table 66).

Modal Grade

As recently as 1950, there were substantial numbers of
young Black students below the modal grade for their age.?
In 1950, about one-half of Blacks of high school age (14 to
17 years old) were 2 or more years below the modal grade
for their age. Since 1950, grade retardation has been reduced,
but is still somewhat high, with about one-fifth of Black

2 Modal grades are: 14-year-olds, high school 1; 15-year-olds, high
school 2; 16-year-olds, high school 3; 17-year-oids, high school 4.



youths (14 to 17 years old) being over age for their grade of
enroliment in 1970 (table 67).

Illiteracy

The measure of educational attainment first used in a
decennial census was literacy, i.e., the ability to read and
write in some language. In the 19th century, when relatively
small numbers of Blacks received any educational instruc-
tion, illiteracy was widespread. The extension of and
advances in formal schooling in the 20th century have
resulted in a dramatic decline in illiteracy. In 1890, the
majority (61 percent) of Blacks 15 years old and over could
not read or write. By 1910, that proportion had been
reduced by almost one-half to 33 percent. In 1969 (the most
recent year for which data are available), only 4 percent of
Blacks 14 years old and over were reported as illiterate.

The illiteracy rate among Blacks has been higher in the
South than in the North and West, and for older persons (45
years old and over) than for the younger age groups (tables
68 and 69).

Educational Attainment

The importance of education to the Black community is
reflected in the tremendous strides made by young Blacks in
achieving higher educational levels. Hurley H. Doddy has
noted that as members of a minority group that has suffered
economic and cultural disadvantages, Blacks have always
placed a special significance on acquiring higher education. It
provided them with economic and social advantages.3

The proportion of Black young adults who have com-
pleted high school has been growing steadily since infor-

3Hurley H. Doddy, ‘“The Progress of the Negro in Higher

Education’” Journal of Negro Education, Vol. 32, No. 4, Chapter XV,
1963, p. 485.
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mation was first collected on this subject in the 1940 census.
The increases since 1960 have been especially marked. Only
about 1 out of 10 Blacks 25 to 34 years old was a high
school graduate in 1940; the proportion was approximately 3
out of 10 in 1960; by 1975, the proportion had risen to 7
out of 10 (table 71).

The proportion of Black young adults completing high
school has increased more rapidly than that of Whites during
the 35-year period (1940-1975), substantially narrowing the
educational differentials between the two population groups
since 1940. Yet in 1975, the percentage of Blacks 25 to 34
years old who were high school graduates was 13 percentage
points below the figure for Whites.

The proportion of Blacks 25 to 34 years old who have
completed a college education has increased considerably
since 1940, from a minute proportion (2 percent) in that
year to 11 percent in 1975. However, the proportion of
Black young adults who are college graduates has con-
sistently lagged behind that of Whites, so that in 1975,
Whites were still twice as likely as Blacks to be college
graduates (table 71).

Some variations in the level of schooling completed are
evident between Black young adults living in the South and
those in the North and West. The proportion of Blacks in the
South completing high school has been persistently lower
than that in the North and West; in fact, the disparity has
remained unchanged over the past 35 years (1940 to 1975).
In 1940, only 8 percent of Southern Blacks 25 to 34 years
old had completed high school, as compared to 20 percent in
the North and West. By 1975, the proportions were 63 and
75 percent, respectively, for the South and the North and
West. Contrary to the patterns for high school graduates,
percentages of Blacks 25 to 34 years old who were college
graduates in the South were generally about the same as
those in the North and West (table 71).



Table 63. Persons 5 to 20 Years Oid Enrolled in School, by Region for Selected Years: 1890 to 1975

(Numbers in thousands)

Black! White
BEnrolled Enrolled?
Area and year
Total Percent Total Percent
Number of Number of
total total

UNITED STATES
1890...0l....ll........ll‘....O.I’QQ.I.‘O 2’998 987 33 18’140 10,494 58
1910.............000.0‘...00............. 3,678 1'6[.5 45 25’992 15,945 61
194000.0.....Q..0.00...00.O.....Oot...... a’389 2’837 65 32’742 23,“56 72
1960..0c0ceaccccceccsosccscccsscscscsccns 6,624 5,225 79 44,329 36,439 82
19700000...0........000..00.0.0.0.0.!.‘.. 8,405 6,886 82 53’955 46’353 86
19750..0...O..Q.......O..Q..OOO.....Q.... 8’670 7’”7 87 52,092 “,961 86

SOUTH

L8900I....Q..IQ..0..0...0.00.....0.0‘.‘.‘ 2’772 873 31 6,927 2’437 69
1910....0..00....O..l....l.‘...o....oo..l 3,“03 1,689 “ 7,435 4’333 58
19400...Q.I..I......‘..0..‘....0......... 3’“53 2’169 62 9,995 6’553 66
lgw.'n...I.I...I.‘0.0..‘..‘.......‘.0... 4’000 3’074 77 12,769 9,917 78
19700...Q..l.0.......0‘.................C a’wl 3,706 81 15’223 12’568 83

NORTH AND WEST
1890‘..o.....l.......t...o........00....‘ 252 121 68 13,214 8,057 61
19100000Ot.‘.o..O‘Ql.....t..l..‘...l..... 274 156 57 18’558 11’612 63
1940.0..‘0.........0.......O...I......O..I 937 688 73 22,746 16’”3 76
19&0'.......0!.l...'.OQ......I.O.O'.O.O‘ 2,624 2’1” 82 31,5& 26,522 “
1970..000vccscncsesacecnsssascsnssscscasne 3,803 3,180 84 38,732 34,502 89

lRegional data for 1890 and all data for 1940 and 1960 include persons of "other" races.
2Regional data for 1970 include persons of "other'" races.

NOTE: 1In this section, with the exception of tables 65 and 66, data presented for school enrollment and
years of school completed for the years 1890 through 1970 are from the decennial censuses; data presented
for 1975 are from the Current Population Survey. All data in table 65, and the 1970 data in table 66 are
from the Current Population Survey. The month the data were collected varies with the source; census data
were generally collected in April, whereas Current Population Survey information on enrollment was gathered
in October and on attainment in March. Therefore, because of different procedures, month of enumeration,
etc., census data are not directly comparable with Current Population Survey data.

For the source of the illiteracy data shown in this section, see the note on table 68.

In this table, the 1890 data are for ages 5 to 19 and are partially estimated. Data for regions are not
available after 1970.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 64. Percent of Persons 5 to 20 Years Oid Enrolled in School, by Age.and Sex:
1890, 1910, and 1940

Black White
Age and sex
’ 1890! 1910 1940 1890 1910 1940
MALE
Total, 5 to 20 years,....ceo. 32 43 64 59 61 72
5 t0 9 years,,cocceceseccccccccccss 24 40 68 54 65 75
10 to 14 years.....0....‘.......... 50 66 90 M 91 95
15 to 20 years..cceeccecccrcccccscs 20 24 37 36 34 52
FEMALE
Total, 5 to 20 years...ceee.. 34 46 65 57 61 71
5 to 9 years..c.cecoctcrcccccscocss 25 42 69 53 65 75
10 to ll‘ years, .ccccecevcccscoccocee 54 71 92 85 91 95
15 to 20 years....eececcecocsccccee 23 29 39 33 34 49

lpata include persons of "other" races.

NOTE: Data for 1890 are for persons 5 to 19 years old and are

Source: U,S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

partially estimated.

Table 65. Percent of Persons 5 to 29 Years Oid Enrolled in School, by Age and Sex: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

Black! white
Age and sex
1950 1960 1970 1975 1950 1960 1970 1975
MALE
Total, 5 to 29 years......... 56 66 69 69 55 69 70 64
5 to 13 yeaArs....cceececccssccscnne 87 92 96 98 89 96 97 98
14 to 17 years..e.eeeeecccaccoscnns 79 88 92 93 85 92 95 95
18 and 19 years....ccoceccsecscocss 20 37 41 50 37 49 56 50
20 t0 24 yeaArB..cceececssccocsacsans 11 9 17 21 15 21 31 27
25 t0 29 yearsS..cccecesccccscenacne 6 4 6 12 6 9 11 13
FEMALE
Total, 5 to 29 years......... 47 62 64 63 49 61 62 59
5 to 13 years.....cceeessecesscnces 87 93 96 98 89 95 98 99
14 to 17 years....cccceeeosnacccans 72 85 92 91 84 90 94 93
18 and 19 years......cceecevecsaces 26 32 39 45 24 30 42 44
20 to 24 yearsS....cecceccccccsssonas 3 6 12 19 5 8 15 19
25 to 29 years...ccecececesaccncons 1 2 4 8 - 2 4 7

- Represents or rounds to zero.

l1pata for 1950 and 1960 include persons of "other" races.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 66. Persons 18 to 24 Years Oid Enrolled in College or Below College Level, by Sex:
1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Numbers in thousands)

Enrollment status, sex, and race 19501 1960? 1970 1975
BLACK
Total men, 18 to 24 years.......cceoeeeee 839 887 1,220 1,451
Number enrolled in college.....cecsveseescccsascs 41 63 192 294
Percent of total...ccovsecevccscsceccccscssce 5 7 16 20
Number enrolled below college level...cececose. 95 131 116 148
Percent of tOtRl...ceeeeoeocccccsoncscossscss 11 15 10 10
Total women, 18 to 24 years....c.ceeeceee 965 978 1,471 1,761
Number enrolled in COllege...ccccocesovscscccss 42 66 225 372
Percent of tOt&l,..cvessveccsncssssacscncscee 4 7 15 21
Number enrolled below college level.....ccece.- 74 111 77 106
Percent of tOtal....cceesvcecescscscsccnsscncs 8 11 H] 6
WHITE

Total men, 18 to 24 years......ccccevcces 6,856 6,688 9,053 11,050
Number enrolled in College.....ceceveccccccsccse 1,025 1,267 3,096 3,326
Percent of totRl.ceevcevecceccrcasacnsacscsce 15 19 3% 30
Number enrolled below college level,...coco0cee 622 664 429 420
Percent of totl,...ccececccosssscccncsssccas ' 9 10 5 4
Total women, 18 to 24 years...c.cccceceees 7,118 6,921 10,555 11,653
Number enrolled in COllege...ecccsvoccccccsccns 558 811 2,209 2,790
p‘remt °£ tot.l (XX XX} (X R X1 o0 (AN KN RN NN NNN] g lZ 21 z‘
Number enrolled beiow college'fevel. . ocecieess 42 47 246 250
Percent of tot&l,.ceececcccsccccccscccsccncee 6 7 2 2

1pata for Black include persons of "other" races,
Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 67. Percent of Enrolled Persons 14 to 17 Years Oid, Two or More Years Below Modal Grade,
by Age: 1950, 1960, and 1970 '

Modal grade status, age, and race 19501 1960% 1970
TWO OR MORE YEARS BELOW MODAL GRADE
Black
Total, 14 to 17 years...cccccee 52.3 31.8 21,1
14 yOArS..co0cssccosccscrcaccscrcncss 51.6 29.1 19.0
15 YeArsS, .cceccccctccccccsnccccsccsne 53.1 31.5 20.5
16 YOars..c.veeeececcssacasesccsccses 52.8 32,6 22,0
17 ’e.r...itt.l..IQI.II....II..‘..O.Q 5107 35.1 2“.0
White
Total, 14 to 17 years.......... 21,1 12,6 9.0
14 years,...vececescsccocsscscccossne 21.3 11,8 8.8
15 yeArs..coceavecevcccccssvcsscccnns 22,8 13.1 9.1
16 YOArS...0ctectcscacnscssscnncsnene 21,1 13.0 9.1
17 ’Q“’OOIQCOQQOOIOOOQOOOOO'.0.00‘.. 1806 12.5 9.1

lpata for Black include persons of "other" races.

NOTE: Modal grades are: 14 years old, high school 1; 15 years old, high school 2; 16 years
old, high school 3; and 17 years old, high school 4. Data in this table are for the population
as of Spring of school year.

Source: U.S8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 68. llliteracy in the Population 14 Years Oid and Over, by Region for Selected Years: 1890 to 1969

(Numbers in thousands)

Black! White
Area and year Illiterate Illiterate
Total Total
Percent Percent
Number of total Number of total

UNITED STATES
1890...ccccecesencencccscosscnncascsoannee 4,259 2,607 61 35,818 2,880 8
1910, cceeencasensosnessascensssoncasonss 6,132 1,997 33 55,881 3,031 5
1930, cc0eeesescoscosasacssncasssnasssacsns 8,027 1,445 18 77,357 2,350 3
19472, it ieieeeaeenseetonaneansnnncnns 10,471 1,152 11 95,952 1,919 2
1959 . cceeceescecsccccssassccscossanscans 12,210 910 7 109,163 1,709 2
1969, .ccveeccesceccocaosasossaccssscnsnnns 14,280 509 4 127,449 891 1

SOUTH

1890. . ccteeerccccrecccesasasosassoncncons 3,769 2,462 65 7,755 1,170 15
1910...cceteeanessoscencscscsnsasannsanne 5,308 1,906 36 12,790 1,087 8
1930.cccevececcecsonccosscssasssoscascannas 6,116 1,351 22 18,390 780 4

NORTH AND WEST
1890. .. iiiiiiiiececncerecnsnocncoscnnnens 631 208 33 28,063 1,710 6
1910, 0cceeeencececsecosccossssacsnccccnns 823 91 11 43,091 1,944 5
1930, 0ceevecanessscccasacascsscansaaenss 1,911 94 5 58,967 1,570 3

lRegional data for 1890 and all data for 1947 and 1959 include persons of "other" races.
2pata have been adjusted.

NOTE: In the censuses of 1870 to 1930 two questions--one on the ability to read and one on the ability
to write--were asked of the total population 10 years old and over. Illiteracy was defined as the inability
to write 'regardless of ability to read.” Since 1930, the questions were combined and reference has been
made as to whether or not the person was able to read and write. The data shown for subsequent years were
obtained from the Current Population Survey and refer to the population 14 years old and over. For 1947,
the literacy question was asked only of persons who had completed less than 5 years of school. For 1959 and
1969 the literacy question was asked only of persons who had completed less than 6 years of school. There-
fore, census data are not strictly comparable with Current Population Survey data.

In this table, data for 1890, 1910, and 1930 are for persons 15 years old and over. Data not available
by region after 1930.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 69. Percent liliterate in the Population 14 Years Oid and Over, by Sex and Age for
Selected Years: 1890 to 1969

Sex, age, and race 1890 1910 1947} 1959 1969
BLACK?

TOtBl..ceeceocsosanssessnsansannanns 61 33 11 7 4

Sex
MeN..occosersesscoscsscsscsacsssassnsanss 57 32 14 10 4
WOMEN. . cooesoorcsecssossasassnssssanssnns 65 33 8 5 3

Age
14 to 24 years.....coceteecenccncesaccens 46 22 4 1 -
25 years and OVOr....cccececoessccsscscss 71 38 13 10 5
25 tO 44 YeArB..cccccecrcsccccssoncncas 63 28 8 5 1
45 to 64 yearS...ccececscccscascnncanes 83 53 16 11 5
65 years and OVer.....ccecsecocsccsccss 90 75 32 26 17

WHITE
TOtAl.cuveesecsosoosssosnssssoscane 8 5 2 2 1

Sex
. PN 7 5 2 2 1
WOMON . ¢ ¢ ccovvscovnsncssssscassscosnssssnss 9 5 2 1 1

Age
14 to 24 years8...cceceeeeeccncsocsesnoscs 5 4 1 - -
25 years and OVer....ccccocecvcrosccccnns 9 6 2 2 1
25 to 44 yeAr8...ccceccsncccnscsccnnnns 8 5 1 1 -
45 to 64 years....coeecevcescconcessoces 11 7 3 2 1
65 years and OVer...cccceceecccescsccocs 16 9 5 5 2

=Rounds to zero.
1Data have been adjusted.

2pata for 1947 and 1959 include persons of "other" races.

NOTE: Data for 1890 and 1910 are for persons 15 years old and over.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 70. Level of Schooling Completed for Persons 25 Years Oid and Over, by Region: 1940, 1960, 1970,

and 1975
Percent of total population
Total Elementary school 4 years of high Nedian
school or more school
Area, year, and race population oars
(thousands) 4 ¥y
years completed
Less than
5 vears 8 years Total or more
¥ of college
BLACK
United States
1940...cc0eeeecccvosascoscesacosnsscassse 6,491 42 112 7 1 5.7
1960.c.cccecescncrensscsssscsoscscnscas 9,054 24 13 20 3 8.2
1970 .. ccceeeeccccsasscaosascnssasonssas 10,375 15 10 31 4 9.8
D . 11,095 12 9 43 6 10.9
South
1940 .. c0erueecansnscoacnnssassssacaans 4,716 49 17 5 1 5.0
1960..0c00cecceccccccooscssasscnssasans 5,174 32 11 15 3 7.0
B L 5,376 21 10 24 4 8.7
1975..cceeeeecencccsscsscssccscossaanns 5,683 19 9 33 6 9.5
North and West
1940, .. 00cceereccccscsosccncccacocsnsans 1,776 22 123 13 2 7.6
1960..0c0cererecccscacsssccssssccnnnans 3,880 13 16 27 3 9.2
1970, ccceecceceesascsosssaneasanoscnans 4,999 8 11 39 4 10.8
1975, ceeececccncecnascessscsossacssace 5,413 6 8 53 7 12.1
WHITE
United States
1940..cccceevccencsccecsssnceancssasens 68,000 11 30 26 5 8.8
1960..cccssesvscccscsssscncaassacnsnses 89,581 7 18 43 8 0.9
1970.cccctceececcecraroscscccoccscnnans 98,246 5 13 55 11 .1
1975..0cecceeeccerevaaccssccsasssnnncas 104,066 3 11 65 14 12.4
South
1940, 0cccececcoscerssccccnsscssconsocans 16,432 16 17 25 5 8.5
1960..00cceecassersvrescsscosaaccsscancs 23,714 10 14 40 8 10.4
19702, .. iceeecescccoccscacsncoscccncns 27,955 7 11 49 11 11.9
1975 ccceeccccacsccscccaccosssasncannns 30,788 5 9 60 14 12.3
North and West
1940, .. 0cieutieeocacsarsesecssscososnnns 51,567 9 3% 27 5 8.8
1960.ccccvecocsosccacsaseaossacocoscsna 65,867 5 20 44 8 11.1
19702, ..t ieetcecncecccnccenneanconans 71,569 4 14 57 12 12.2
1975, cececcecscscaccccacessssccsascans 73,278 3 11 66 15 12.4

lpigures are estimates.

2pata include persons of "other" races.

NOTE:

In tables 70 and 71, for 1940, percentages and medians are based on persons reporting their level

of schooling completed; for 1960, 1970, and 1975 persons who did not report their level of schooling com-

pleted were allocated.

Source:

U.S8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 71. Selected Levels of Schooling Completed for Persons 25 to 34 Years Oid, by Region:

1940, 1960, 1970,and 1975

Percent completed
4 years of high

Median
Total school or more school
Area, year, and race (thousands) years
4 years
Total or more completed
of college
UNITED STATES
1940
Black! . ..uuiirereenosienacnsnnssacnsscnnceans 2,228 11 2 6.9
white.....‘.‘0‘0....‘0...‘.......ll....l.‘... 19'111 39 7 10.4
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 28 5 3.5
1960
BlaCK.:ecosoesacoccsasososssssssssssacananansne 2,405 33 4 10.3
White.coeeeaceossscaossccasssssncssssansacnns 20,162 61 12 12.3
Difference in level of schooling completed... xX) 28 8 2.0
1970
BlaCK. .oeeeeosocoossscosssssassscacassssannsse 2,664 52 6 12.0
White.oeceooeeoroeosooncscsccscssnsnnsnnnsans 21,800 74 17 12.6
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 22 11 0.6
1975
BlaCK.:eoeeeeeesasooooosnsossscsssasssssennsa 3,099 69 11 12.4
Whit@.cueeeeeoonsessoosacscoossscnssconannccsans 26,373 82 22 12.8
Difference in level of schooling completed... xX) 13 11 0.4
SOUTH
1940
Black) . iieuiereeereeceeecoonssccncscnncnnnnas 1,607 8 1 6.2
White.:eeeeeeoosscsoosssccoscsansnssconsacans 5,167 32 6 9.6
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 24 5 3.4
1960
BlaCK..eeeeoosssssssoscsssscsacsssossssssossssnscns 1,274 27 5 9.3
white.O‘.I....I...‘.‘.........I‘.....l.....00 5’665 55 11 12.1
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 28 6 2.8

See footnote at end of table.
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Table 71. Selected Levels of Schooling Completed for Persons 25 to 34 Years Old, by Region:
1940, 1960, 1970, and 1975—Continued

Percent completed
4 years of high

Median
Total school or more school
Area, year, and race
(thousands) 4 years
years completed
Total or more
of college
SOUTH--Con.
1970
BlaCK.eeeeoooeoseoososcooossssossssssasssconsns 1,266 45 6 11.5
Whit@..veeeooeeoonoeoseoscscocscasscsescnnnsns 6,448 68 15 12.5
Difference in level of schooling completed... xX) 23 9 1.0
1975
BlacK..c:eooeeseosocecoscssscossscsanoscssncnss 1,416 63 12 12.3
White...oovoeeeeeecooesooacsssssssssssssnnsnne 7,913 78 20 12.7
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 15 8 0.4
NORTH AND WEST
1940
Black) .. iiteuieeeniiioeeaeencnsocsancanannes 621 20 2 8.7
White..ooeeeseeoereasesssscsaccacassssssacsnns 13,944 41 7 10.7
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 21 5 2.0
1960
BlacK. coeeeecseescsssonscssossccssnoscscnnsse 1,132 41 4 11.2
Whit@.cioeeeenoooeeeroosoooncsossssscsacscnas 14,497 64 12 12.3
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 23 8 1.1
1970
BlaCK..ocececocoossososssososssosnscsosssscsnsosse 1'398 58 6 12,2
Whit@.ceeoooeeaoooosonosossseoossasssoscannnsss 15,352 76 17 12.6
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 18 11 0.4
1975
Black........................................ 1,682 75 10 12.5
Whit@..cooveeeeeoesonesoecasococssscasanannons 18,468 84 23 12.8
Difference in level of schooling completed... x) 9 13 0.3

X Not applicable,
l11ncludes persons of "other' races.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 72. Historically Black Colleges and Universities by Region and Period Founded:

1830-1849 to 1970-1975

Period established

United States

South

North and West

Total, historically Black
institutions.....ccc0cececee

1830-1849...cc0vccrccccnscscscecnns
1850-1859..cccceccccccccccrcccocens
1860-1869..ccccecercnccorccoccnconns
1870-1879..ccceecccceccrccccnconnns
1880-1889...ccccccccececccococccnns
1890-1899....ccccccececcccccccnccans
1900-1909....cccecvccrecccccscccnas
1910-1919...cicecncnrocncoccccnnans
1920-1929..cccceeecncocccncconcenss
1930-1939...ccccerecccncanccccosans
1940-1949. .. ccvcocecccccnccscncnee
1950-1959.c.ccccececcccncencccccnans
1960-1969...ccccecivceccccnconcncns
1970-1975..ccceecencccccoccccancnns

107

100

20
22
18
14

—
IS WWrHENDNO

Bl el el

)

- Represents zero.

NOTE: The definition of historically Black institutions used in this table includes those
postsecondary institutions that were established primarily for Black Americans and which have

continued to identify with Black-oriented issues.
tablished as historically Black institutions but which have under the desegregation mandate so
altered the racial composition of their institution that they are no longer identified as func-

tioning historically Black institutions.

Source: Institute for Services to Education, Inc., Division of Research and Evaluation.

Excluded are some institutions which were es-
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V. Family

Number and Size of Households

Between 1890 and 1975, there was a fivefold increase in the
number of Black households from 1.4 to 7.3 million. During
the same period, there was almost a sixfold increase in the
number of White households. During the first three decades
of this century, the number of households increased at a
slower rate for Blacks than for Whites. In the 1940’s and
1950's, the rate of increase was similar for Black and White
households. Since 1960, however, the number of Black
households has risen at a faster pace than White households
(52 percent compared with 31 percent). Some of the recent
changes since 1960 in the differential growth rate between
Black and White households reflect the higher rate of
population growth among those Blacks most likely to form
new households (table 73). For example, the rate of growth
during the 1960 decade among young Black adults age 18 to
34 was 36 percent as compared with 25 percent for White
persons of the same age. One additional contributing factor
had been the more rapid increase in the number of Black
than White married couples who have separated or divorced
and have subsequently established separate households.

Since 1890, the average number of persons per household
has declined for both Blacks and Whites. For instance, in
1890, the average size of Black households was 5.3 persons,
and in 1975, it was 3.3 persons (table 73). The reduction in
household size has been related to declining fertility and
other factors, such as recent increases in the number of
young persons living alone and elderly persons maintaining
their own households after their families have dissolved.

Families by Type and Distribution

Most of the discussion on changes in the structure and
composition of the Black family relates to the past 35 years;
this is because a reliable series of Census data on this subject
is only available after 1940. A family is defined as two or
more persons living together and related by blood, marriage,
or adoption.

Between 1940 and 1975, the number of Black families
doubled—from 2.7 to 5.5 million. During the same period,
the number of White families increased by about 72 percent.
The numerical increase in Black families is a result of
substantial increase in both families maintained by a woman
with no husband present and husband-wife families; by
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contrast, husband-wife families have accounted for most of
the growth in White families.

One indicator of the change in the structure of the
traditional family unit is the proportion of all families which
include both a husband and a wife. The 1940-75 period has
been characterized by a downward trend in the proportion of
Black families with a husband and wife present. In 1940,
husband-wife families accounted for 77 percent of all Black
families; by 1975, the figure was down to 61 percent. During
this same time span, the proportion of White husband-wife
families of all White families showed little change (table 74).

The decline in the proportion of Black husband-wife
families of all Black families has been evident not only in the
South, but also in the North and West. Although there were
marginal differences in the regional figures, they did not give
any real evidence that Southern Black families have been
either more or less successful at avoiding family frag-
mentation than their Black counterparts in the North and
West (table 76).

Families Maintained by a Woman

The proportion of Black families maintained by a woman
with no husband present has doubled since 1940. These
families constituted about 35 percent of all Black families in
1975, compared with 18 percent in 1940. The increased
frequency of Black women maintaining families may be
largely accounted for by both high rates of marital discord
(separation and divorce) and increased proportions of single
(never married) women maintaining families.

In 1975, about 11 percent of all White families were
maintained by women without a husband living with the
family, a proportion that has shown little change since 1940
(tables 74 and 78).

Differences in the characteristics of Black and White
women maintaining families are very evident. In 1975, about
31 percent of the Black women maintaining families were
separated and 19 percent were divorced. In contrast, 15
percent of the comparable White women were separated and
33 percent were divorced. The Black-White differentials in
the marital status of these women may reflect differences in
both the social acceptability of separation versus divorce and
the relatively greater financial ability of Whites to pay for a
divorce (table 78).



Never-married women comprised about 9 percent of all
Black women maintaining families and 12 percent of their
White counterparts in 1950. By 1975, however, the rela-
tionship was reversed; the proportion of families maintained
by a woman who had never been married was considerably
higher for Blacks (22 percent) than for Whites (9 percent).
This recent difference partially reflects the relatively higher
incidence of births to unmarried Black women.

Black families maintained by women were more likely
than the comparable group of White families to include
children. In 1950, the proportion of Black families main-
tained by women with at least one own child under 18 was
47 percent, compared with 33 percent for Whites. In 1975,
the corresponding proportions for Blacks and Whites were 71
and 57 percent, respectively (table 78).

Living Arrangements of Children

About three-quarters of all Black children under 18 lived
with two parents in 1960, whereas only about one-half (54
percent) were living with both parents in 1975. In 1960,
about 93 percent of White children under 18 lived with both
parents; the corresponding figure for 1975 was 87 percent
(table 79).

For both Blacks and Whites, the proportion of children
living with both parents appears to be associated with family
income. For example, among Black families with incomes
under $4,000, less than one-fifth of the Black children lived
with both parents in 1975. At the $15,000 and over income
level, most (86 percent) Black children were living with both
a mother and a father (table 80).

Marital Status of the Population

The marital status distribution for Black men and women 14
years old and over for the years 1890 to 1975 is presented in
table 81. The distribution has been strongly affected by the
age composition of the Black population. To eliminate the
influence of changing age structure, the discussion of marital
status has been restricted to those 35 to 44 years old (table
82). Paul C. Glick has noted that the age group 35 to 44
years ‘‘may be characterized as ‘approaching middle age’ and
is especially relevant because it covers a stage in life when
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most of those who will ever marry have done so and when
the proportion of persons who are divorced is at or near its
height.”!

In 1890, about 11 percent of Black men and 7 percent of
Black women 35 to 44 years old were reported as single
(never married) and 83 percent of the men and 75 percent of
the women were reported as married. By 1940, the propor-
tions single had increased and the proportions reported as
married had decreased over the 1890 levels. During the next
20-year period (1940 to 1960), there was a general shift in
the marital status distribution for Black men and women
resulting in smaller proportions who were single and larger
proportions who were married. Thus, in this century, the
percent married was at its peak for Blacks during the
1940-60 period (table 82).

In the 15 years since 1960, the proportion of Black
women 35 to 44 years old who were married has declined

while the proportion for Black men remained unchanged and

little variation has been observed in the percent single.

In 1975, among Black men 35 to 44 years old, 1 percent
were widowed and 7 percent divorced; corresponding pro-
portions for Black women were 7 and 11 percent, respec-
tively. Divorce has become more common and widowhood
less common during the 85-years since 1890, with most of
the change occurring after the 1940's. The decline in the
proportion widowed has been due to general improvements
in the life expectancy of Black men. The marital status
trends for the White population have been generally similar
to those for the Black population (table 82).

Larger proportions of Black men than of Black women 35
to 44 years old have consistently been reported “married’’ in
each of the census years shown in table 82. The differences
were at a minimum in the 1960 census possibly as a result of
the peak in marriages during the 1940-60 period. Among
other dissimilarities are larger proportions of single Black
men than women, but larger proportions of widowed or
divorced Black women. Variations in age structure, age at
first marriage, rate of remarriage, and misreporting of marital
status may account for some of the differentials.

'Paul C. Glick, “Marrisge and Marital Stability Among Blacks,”
Milbank Memorial Fund Quertsrly, Vol. XLVIIt, April 1970,p. 100.
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Table 73. Number of Households and Average Size: 1890 to 1975

Percent
Number of change Average
Year and race households over size of
(thousands) preceding household!
date
BLACK
18900...‘l............'0.000..00 1'411 (x) 5032
1900.....0..00.0...0.....000..0. 1'83“ 3000 4083
1910...0.000...0'0.........0.00. 2'173 18.5 4054
19200.0...00....‘..Q.‘.QQ.Q..... 2'431 11.9 1‘031
1930.0.0......0..0.0.'.00...0... 2'80‘ 1503 10027
19“00....0....0.0.....0....0."0 3’162 12.1 4.12
19502, c00ecscacccscccsccancanns 3,822 21.6 4.12
1960.0.....0.‘...0....0.0.'...0. a’779 2500 3.82
1970...0.0.0...‘0...'..0..0..... 6'180 29. 3.5“
1975.0...0...0..0.0....‘........ 7,262 17.5 3.27
WHITE
1890ccccccscrscccccscccsccncanss 11,255 (x) 4.89
1900cccevccocssccossanccccosscnns 14,064 25.0 4.75
1910.0.000lI'0.00.I....O0.0.0..O 18’002 28.0 6'54
1920....0.‘00..‘0'..0.'.‘".0'.' 21'826 21‘2 10034
1930..'.....l..l'l....'."..'... 26'983 23.6 a.w
1960..'.'...........0.'..00....0 31'680 17.4 3073
1950....0.....0..0.0.0...'...'.0 38’429 21.3 3050
1960..00.QOlOOQ..‘.Q.‘.Q.O.QO'.. 47'868 2&06 3.23
1970.0..'0........00.'.00‘...... 56'529 18'1 3.06
1975.0.....'0000000.0..'.0000.‘0 62'9&5 11'3 2.89

X Not applicable.

1pata for Black for the years 1890 to 1950 include persons of "other” races.

2pata include persons of "other" races.

NOTE: Data for number of households are not strictly comparable from year to year due to changes
In general, the definition of households for 1900 and 1930
to 1975 are similar. These years exclude quasi-households, whereas, the figures for 1890, 1910, and

in definition and month of enumeration.

1920 include quasi-households.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 74. Percent Distribution of Families by Type: 1940 to 1970 and 1971 to 1975

Percent of all families

All
Year and race families Husband- Male head, | Female head,
(thousands) Total no wife no husband
wife present present !
BLACK
19402, .. ieeeecersocccoocsccnrenocncons 2,699 100.0 77.1 5.0 17.9
19503 ... cvececeeseonsscnarconsanoncanes 3,432 100.0 77.7 4.7 17.6
1960..cccceeecscacscnsoaascasnscasccnnee 3,950 100.0 74.1 4.1 21.7
1970. .. cccecuccescacescsncscscsncocnnne 4,774 100.0 68.1 3.7 28.3
1971, ieiceecencesacesossasscoscscocanse 4,928 100.0 65.6 3.8 30.6
1972, cicieenccceneccaceccocrcossccscanse 5,157 100.0 63.8 4.4 31.8
1973, cccicecccscccascscscescncsccncnnee 5,265 100.0 61.4 4.0 34.6
1974, . iciieicnesoccececsoscsccacscnnns 5,440 100.0 61.8 4,2 34.0
1975.c.ceeccacocscascscccsssoscsccnanss 5,498 100.0 60.9 3.9 35.3
WHITE

19402, ... vveeeereccecncccacaconccconns 28,740 100.0 85.5 4.4 10.1
1950 . ccuceccccccsccccacanconcncnscnans 35,021 100.0 88.0 3.5 8.5
1960..ccccecncecccecsscccnsascncancnssne 40,873 100.0 89.2 2.7 8.1
1970..cciceececcacecascocsncsnccnasnosne 46,022 100.0 88.7 2.3 9.1
1971, . iteeecececenccnsonsnccscnsncnne 46,535 100.0 88.3 2.3 9.4
1972, 0ceeeeeenceassasesosasscsosnncane 47,641 100.0 88.2 2.3 9.4
1973, . icececnicecocecscncoscscacsacnene 48,477 100.0 87.8 2.5 9.6
1974, .. cieeeiceecceoceascsonocsssocnasne 48,919 100.0 87.7 2.4 9.9
1975, 0iueeeeceeacescecoccnccccscossanns 49,451 100.0 86.9 2.6 10.5

lincludes widowed, divorced, and single women, women whose husbands are in the Armed Forces or otherwise
away from home involuntarily, as well as those separated from their husbands through marital discord.

2pata revised to exclude one-person families.

pata include families of "other' races.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 75. Number of Families by Region: 1940 to 1975

Black families!

White families

All Percent Percent
Area and year families change Percent change Percent
(thousands ) (ttht.ld ) over of all (ttht:;d ) over of all
ousands) | preceding | families ousands) | preceding | families
date date
UNITED STATES
19402, .. 00veeerrnacanncnes 31,542 2,699 (X) 9 28,740 (X) 91
1950...c0cccetcencocccncnee 38,454 3,432 27 9 35,021 22 91
1960...cc000c000ccscanccnns 45,128 3,950 15 9 40,873 17 91
1970, cccceccencscsnocccans 51,237 4,774 21 9 46,022 13 90
1975.cc0cececescccescscosnns 55,712 5,498 15 10 49,451 7 89
SOUTH
19402, ... iiececrccnnnnnne 9,492 2,094 (X) 22 7,380 (X) 78
1950...c0ceccecccrcnccnonns 11,553 2,205 5 19 9,348 27 81
1960...cccceccccaccsccccnns 13,512 2,290 4 17 11,189 20 83
1970, . c0cececccccnccosnnse 15,772 2,477 8 16 13,247 18 84
1975, cceceeccnccccecsocnes 18,101 2,823 14 16 | 15,154 14 84
NORTH AND WEST
19402, , ., 0cceeecnccnnccnans 22,050 605 (X) 3 21,360 (X) | 97
1950..c00cececcecncrcaccnas 26,901 1,227 103 5 25,674 20 95
1960...c000cveccncccccccnns 31,616 1,660 35 5 29,684 16 9%
1970, . c0c0ececccccnncscsens 35,467 2,297 38 6 32,777 10 92
1975, ccieeancnccncocaccnns 37,597 2,668 16 7 34,286 5 91
X Not applicable.
1pata for 1950 include families of "other" races.
2pata revised to exclude one-person families.
NOTE: A family consists of two or more persons living together and related by blood, marriage, or
adoption. Comparable data for families are not available prior to 1940, Detailed figures may not

add to total because of different tabulations.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 76. Percent Distribution of Black Families by Type and Region: 1940 to 1975

All Percent of all Black families
Black
Area and year - Male head, |Female head,
(::::el:::s) Total Husl::nd no wife no husband
wite present present
SOUTH
19401, .. eeiiiirinnasonasonssnancannss 2,094 100.0 77.8 5.1 17.1
19502, . i.ueiieeeceearenccannccocacnnnss 2,205 100.0 77.9 4.6 17.5
1960...c0vevevsesoncnncccncecaccacasens 2,290 100.0 74.1 4.3 21.6
1970......... cesensas ceeseseserssscnnns 2,477 100.0 68.9 4.3 26.8
1975, cieieennans cecsrsesessescsenncsns 2,823 100.0 62.8 3.4 33.8
NORTH AND WEST
19401, . i iiiiiiiennnnnaans cerescannaas 605 100.0 74.7 4,7 20.6
19502,...... tesesescsasaons cesasacsane . 1,227 100.0 77.3 4.9 17.8
1960...0c000vevienccoacnns essessscscesee 1,660 100.0 74,2 4.0 21.8
1970...... ceeseasesecnsannse ceesesccans 2,297 100.0 65.8 4.4 29.8
1975.0ceececnne cttsecssenacans ceeesans 2,668 100.0 59.3 3.9 36.8
lpata revised to exclude one-person families.
2pata include families of "other" races.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Table 77. Husband-Wife Families by Age of Husband: 1940 to 1975
Age of husband and race 1940! 19502 1960 1970 1975
BLACK
Husband-wife families......thousands.. 2,080 2,665 2,929 3,29 3,346
POrcent...ccococeveocecesosncsssccsene 100 100 100 100 100
14 to 34 years......... esecescscscnsescnsass 32 31 28 30 32
35 to 44 years...... ecceescssesescssesscases 27 27 25 23 21
45 to 64 years.........ce00c00000000000s0000 4l 33 36 35 34
65 years and over..... cecesscsssscsnsesssans 9 11 12 13
WHITE
Husband-wife families......thousands.. 24,580 30,821 36,455 40,272 42,969
Percent...cccoccceceeescaconconcsone 100 100 100 100 100
14 to 34 years.......cccovvveecoconcsscnconns 27 29 27 28 30
35 t0 44 FOATB..cceerereerancnocorosconcncns 26 25 25 21 19
45 to 64 yeRIS.....c.ci0c0casctcosessncsocne 47 35 37 38 36
65 years and OVer.......ccccovesssscossccces 10 12 13 14

lpata revised to exclude one-person families.
2pata for Black include families of "other" races.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 78. Selected Characteristics of Families Maintained by Women:

1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

Black White
Selected characteristic
19501 1960 1970 1975 1950 1960 1970 1975
AGE

Total, female head, no husband
present...........00.....thousands.. 605 843| 1,349| 1,940 2,966 | 3,297| 4,185 5,212
Percent....coceeesscccoccacocsccans 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
14 t0 34 yeRrs...ccovvieeiecasrcsnsascoanans 26 29 35 42 12 15 21 29
35 to 64 YeArS...ccceereareecsacracscascnnns 59 58 53 48 61 59 56 54
65 years 8nd OVer......cceceececeesscacscnas 15 13 11 10 27 26 23 17

PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDREN
UNDER 18 YEARS

Total, female head, no husband
present......cc.cc000....thousands.. 605 8901 1,349 1,940 2,966 3,306| 4,185 5,212
Percent......ccccveoesvncccncsncsens 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With own children......ccocceceeceescecoacas 47 56 67 71 33 42 48 57
With 2 or more own children.....ccecoccee. 59 70 71 67 50 54 61 55
With no own children.......cceceeeeeecccccce 53 44 34 29 67 58 52 43

MARITAL STATUS

Total, female head, no husband
present........cc000.....thousands.. 612 843] 1,349 1,940 2,960 | 3,297 4,185 5,212
Percent...cceecesscocccascsossssnas 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With disrupted marriage.....c.cceecceoeeeee 35 40 48 50 21 28 37 48
Separated....ccco0cecseccsssceacssscocscns 27 29 34 31 8 10 11 15
DAVOrced..ceccvessesscrscasscasescsossnnss 8 11 14 19 13 18 25 33
Other...cccoeeecoscoocesssscsssasssassonsnse 65 60 52 50 79 72 63 52
Single (never married)...c..coeceeeevccns 9 12 16 22 12 11 9 9
Widowed..coeocoreroccscanssrcsososonsoanne 51 42 30 25 61 53 47 39
Husband temporarily absent......ceceecee. 5 6 6 3 5 8 7 4

1pata include families of "other'" races.

NOTE: Totals for female family heads do not agree in some cases because data are from different

tabulations.

Source: U.S8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 79. Total Own, Children and Percent of Own Children Living With Both Parents:
1960, 1965, 1970, and 1975

Subject

1960

1965

1970

1975

BLACK

Total, own children..............thousands..
Percent 1living with both
PArONtS .. .vcvetcecocccoccrcnsccasonnane

WHITE

Total, own children.....c.ec....,thousands..
Percent living with both

pRrentS..ccoecevevscvcsscosccscocsecrnsoe

6,915
75

54,446
93

18,922
171

58,825
91

8,944
65

58,244
91

8,721
54

54,266
87

1pata include persons of "other" races.

NOTE: Universe is own unmarried children under 18 years old living in families with at least one parent,
"own" child is a single (never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a married couple or of
a family head or subfamily head. Data on own children first became available in 1960,

Source: U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 80. Total Own Children and Percent of Own Children Living With Both Parents,

by Family Income: 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Income in current dollars and refers to income received during 1959, 1969, and 1974)

Own Black children Own wWhite children
Year and family income Total Percent living with-- Total Percent living with--
(t":"; Both One (t::‘;; Both One
sands parents parent sa parents parent
1960
Total, own children.......cceoese 6,915 75 25 54,446 93 7
Under $4,000....c000ctecoscscssscsances 3,842 64 36 8,674 77 23
$4,000 to $5,999..c.ccieriicnrcncacenns 1,351 87 13 8,565 92 8
$6,000 to $7,999.c.ccceccncccscncesncns 945 92 8 12,633 96 4
$8,000 to $9,999.c.ccctcercacrcrcnannas 422 89 11 9,156 97 3
$10,000 and OVer...ccccvosecacscsnsncsae 355 86 14 15,418 97 3
$10,000 to $14,999...cccvececrcccnnns 307 87 13 10,485 97 3
$15,000 and OVer...cccecvceccacnasans 48 81 19 4,933 97 3
1970
Total, own children.....cceceveeve 8,944 65 35 58,244 91 9
Under $4,000...000000ctcaccsascscocnscs 2,602 30 70 4,567 53 47
$4,000 to $5,999..cccciccracarsaconcnns 1,860 63 37 5,166 79 21
$6,000 to $7,999...ccceccenrcranscsanes 1,592 78 22 7,973 91 9
$8,000 to $9,999.ccccecctricacnnssccans 1,088 90 10 9,399 95 5
$10,000 and OVer.....ccoeoevevecncocacss 1,804 91 9 31,138 97 3
$10,000 to $14,999...cccccteccccnnans 1,291 91 9 18,598 97 3
$15,000 and OVer....cocececocescnasasns 513 89 11 12,540 97 3
1975
Total, own children......cooeeees 8,721 54 46 54,266 87 13
Under $4,000....ccc00c0ccecrcacasocssses 1,896 17 83 3,169 37 63
$4,000 to $5,999..ccciccinncriocananens 1,348 29 71 3,069 61 39
$6,000 to $7,999.cccccicecncsccacnnsans 1,265 51 49 3,793 73 27
$8,000 to $9,999..ccccttrcncecnsnnancns 926 66 34 4,677 83 17
$10,000 and OVer...cccsesvecaccscasscns 3,284 82 18 39,557 95 5
$10,000 to $14,999...cccciiacccncnnns 1,681 79 21 14,392 92 8
$15,000 and OVer....ccecvecacncsanses 1,603 86 14 25,165 96 4

NOTE:
parent is present.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Universe is own unmarried children under 18 years old living in families where at least one



Table 81. Marital Status of the Population 14 Years Old and Over, by Sex,

for Selected Years:

1890 to 1975

109

Marital status, sex, and race 1890! 1910? 1940 1960 1970 1975
BLACK
Men

Total, 14 years and over......thousands.. 2,098 3,043 4,342 5,713 7,020 7,509
POrcOnt...c.coonteencscncoccscncennscne 100 100 100 100 100 100
BiNgle.iceccicocsocvcocsossocsososrsrcsssssrcancs 40 36 33 30 36 38
MRrried....ccoeceovesescsssscscsocsncarcoansoses 56 57 61 63 57 53
Widowed....ccoveevcroncroncosarssenscnsssscnces 4 6 6 5 4 4
DiVOrced....coceveecesecccscevssnccnsosassnsons - 1 1 2 3 4

Women
Total, 14 years and over......thousands.. 2,154 3,093 4,649 6,375 8,121 9,046
Percent....c.ccceccevcscconscssescccscns 100 100 100 100 100 100
BINGLle...cceccecsaccsanssscsscossscacacasassces 30 27 24 22 29 31
MBrried...ccoceececeeacscorscscososnssosnsncnne 55 57 59 60 53 49
WidoOWed .. .ooeveearecscsaccnsasersrssaassnansase 15 15 16 14 13 13
DIVOrCOd...cvocecvevecroccnsorsssosscossnocacanns 1 1 2 4 5 7

WHITE

Men
Total, 14 years and over......thousands.. 18,430 29,024 44,744 55,072 63,574 . 67,655
POrcCeNnt....cccceesessvcosasscscccasscas 100 100 100 100 100 100
BiNGLlO.ce . oeeererancacnocsscnccocccasncncancacs 42 39 33 25 28 28
Married......ccoo00e00e cesececessesnsesraansoes 54 56 61 70 67 66
WidOWed ... .ceoeusoeoecasarsososcssssssonsssncas 4 4 4 3 3 2
DIVOrCOd...ocoecesrcrcocsoncassscsnascscsnssane - 1 1 2 3 3

Women
Total, 14 years and over......thousands.. 17,355 26,800 44,560 58,060 68,875 73,312
Percent....c.cceoceececsccsccccscsoscns 100 100 100 100 100 100
BINGlO..cccsessesccccscrorssssossssssccsccsssne 32 30 26 19 22 22
MArried....cocoeceececrscssssscescasscnsesncass 57 59 61 67 62 62
WidoWed . ..cooveveenocecsearosossonssanosassncones 11 10 11 12 12 12
DIVOrced..cccoeeccsccecscacssosssossssossoscacns - 1 2 3 4 5

- Represents or rounds to zero.

1Total includes a small number of persons whose marital status was not reported.

NOTE: Data for 1890, 1910, and 1940 are for persons 15 years old and over.

Source:

U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 82. Marital Status of the Population 35 to 44 Years Old, by Sex,
for Selected Years:

1890 to 1975

Marital status, sex, and race

1890!

1910?

19402

1960

1970

1975

BLACK
Men

Total, 35 to 44 years.........thousands..
Percent...ccececccescccccccccccsssccccs

SINEle..cceesceesscracorascscracnssossocssssaans

Married....cceeceececcsccssccascscascccocsscncses
Widowed ... cceeeeeorecscccococscsonccsnecsscansons
Divorced...ccccececcccsoscccasssoocccssssscanes

Women

Total, 35 to 44 years.........thousands..
Percent......cccceeoceveccsovsscccsssane

Single......cccccenccncecansacnconcccncncosonans
Married...ccccececccvrccoccscnccossosscsscsnans
Widowed......coecvcoceccccccossssoccoccsscsence

DivOorced..cceeeecccescsoscosoceacscossossssascsnnncss
WHITE
Men

Total, 35 to 44 years.........thousands..
Percent....cccccececcccrccesccccsoccnse

SINgle.ccccccccrcesosevscsnsnsacscscsscccrscnscsss
Married...ccoceccceccccoccocoonssocasocssoancnns
Widowed....ooecesecvocoasocsoncsscescsocsasnans

Divorced....c.ccoecececscoccocsscccocssccsssoncns
Women

Total, 35 to 44 years.........thousands..
Percent..ccoeeeccccvccccscssccccnsscsee

Single...ccecereccosresccssscnosenosssaccsacannss
Married....cccceeeeeccceoccscscsescasascoscnocnans

Widowed....ccoececveeeccoscccssscsscccccoscnnns

Divorced...cccoevececococsccccosoonessanncscnns

344
100

3,327
100

15
81

2,978
100

10
81

550
100

5,561
100

4,951
100

12
81

915
100

15
79

965
100

8,250
100

14
83

8,203
100

1,077
100

11
83

10,556
100

11,007
100

88

1,088
100

12
81

10,023
100

1,043

1,333
100

73
11

9,745

10,073
100

86

= Represents or rounds to zero.

1Total includes a small number of persons whose marital status was not reported.
2pata for Black include persons of "other" races.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 83. Percent Distribution of the Black Population 35 to 44 Years Old by
Marital Status, Sex, and Region for Selected Years: 1890 to 1975

Area and year

Men

Women

Percent of total

Percent of total

Total Total
Widowed Widowed
(thousands) S8ingle Married and (thoueands)' Single Married and
divorced divorced
SOUTH
1890 . ... civienernnnn 293 10 85 6 319 7 75 18
1910 . .. ieetinnnnnns 454 10 82 8 456 6 75 18
19402, ... ieeineeenns 600 12 82 5 665 7 75 18
1960...cc00vevvvccnce 571 11 84 5 673 7 81 13
1970 ccciceccccencnes 521 12 82 6 643 9 77 14
1975, ceececencocense 528 10 81 9 650 9 73 17
NORTH AND WEST
18901 . ...ciiennnnannn 50 21 73 6 45 10 70 19
19102 ... iieeerennnen 96 23 69 8 83 11 70 19
19402, ... ceeeeneennns 315 22 73 6 300 9 74 17
1960.ccccvevecconnnas 506 11 82 6 558 7 79 13
1970...0ccviencececns 570 12 80 8 669 8 76 16
1975, cieeeccancncans 513 12 81 6 682 7 73 20

l1pata include a small number of persons whose marital status was not reported.

2pata include persons of 'other" races.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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VI. Health: Mortality and Fertility

MORTALITY
Historical Trends

The long-term trend of substantial increase of life expectancy
at birth, which began in the late 1800‘'s with the public
health movement, continued well into the 20th century. In
the early 1900's, the expectation of life for the Black
population was about 16 years less than that of the White
population.! (In the 1900-02 period, expectation of life at
birth for Black males and females was about 33 and 35 years,
respectively.) Greater relative gains in life expectancy on the
part of the Black population during the 20th century have
greatly reduced this differential. Nevertheless, as of 1974,
Black males and females had a life expectancy at birth of 63
and 71 years respectively, which was still about 6 years less
than their White counterparts (table 84).

Three phases in a mortality transition for the Black
population in the 20th century were roughly delineated by
the two World Wars.2 During the first two decades of this
century when the Black population resided principally in the
rural South, expectation of life at birth was around 35 years;
the White population had a life expectancy of about 50
years. The decade between 1909-11 and 1919-21 was
characterized by tremendous gains in life expectancy (13
years for Black males and over 9 years for Black females).
Steady improvements were made in the expectation of life
during the 1920’s and 1930’s culminating in another large
increase after World War 11 when the Black-White differential
was reduced to less than 8 years. The present phase so far has
been characterized by a slow improvement in life expectancy
for Black men (a 4-year gain between 1948-61 and 1974), but
a relatively rapid gain for Black women (8.5 years since
1949-51). For both sexes, Blacks have made relatively greater
gains than Whites in life expectancy since World War 11 (table
84).

There are several reasons for the two peaks in the gain in
life expectancy for both the Black and White populations

! In this section, the term “‘Black” is used in the text although the
deta may be for ““Black and other races.”” Blacks constitute about 90
percent of this group.

2For a detailed analysis of this transition, see S.L.N. Rao, “On
Long-Term Mortality Trends in the United States, 1850-1968."
Demography, Vol. 10, No. 3 (August 1973), pp. 406419.

centering around World War | and World War |l. Aside from
the improved medical techniques and drugs introduced
during the war years and the Gl benefits derived by spouses
of Armed Forces personnel, major changes in the economic
structure of the Nation during the war years produced
substantial geographic shifts in the Black population to
northern and urban areas with better educational institutions
and health service delivery systems.

Age Differentials.

Since 1940, the most significant gains in life expectancy have
occurred at the younger ages although smaller gains have
been made at the older ages for both Blacks and Whites.
Whereas Black-White differentials in life expectancy at birth
have decreased due to relatively greater declines in infant
mortality for Blacks, little progress has been made among
middle-aged people (tables 85 and 86).

An increasing differential in the number of additional
years of life expected emerges, however, between Black
males and females at all ages (table 85). For example, in the
1939-41 period, Black men 25 years old expected 35.9
additional years of life while the comparable group of women
expected 38.3 additional years, a difference of 2.4 years. By
1974, this gap had widened to 7.3 years. The principal reason
for this diverging trend at age 25 was the rapid fall in
maternal mortality rates at the childbearing ages (15 to 44
years old) (table 86). High maternal mortality rates among
Black women in the early part of this century were
substantial enough to raise the overall mortality rate for all
Black women in the childbearing ages above the rate for men
at the same ages.>

Examining the age-specific death rates for both the Black
and White populations show that Blacks have substantially
higher death rates than Whites except at the oldest ages (75
years and over). A possible reason for this reversal involves
inaccuracies in age reporting for the Black population at the
older ages. In recent years, Blacks have had a lower crude
death rate than Whites, despite the fact that Whites have had
both lower mortality rates at all ages (except the oldest) and

3Mortimer Spiegelman, Introduction to Demography, rev. ed.
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1970), p. 90.
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have a higher life expectancy. The lower death rate for the
Black population is due to the young age distribution of the
Black population (table 87).

Causes of Death

Early in this century, the principal causes of death were the
infectious diseases of tuberculosis, pneumonia, influenza, and
typhoid fever, and the principal childhood diseases such as
scarlet fever, diphtheria, whooping cough and measles. In
1910, these diseases accounted for 37 percent of all Black
deaths and 26 percent of all White deaths. By 1974, their
proportion of the total number of deaths had fallen to only 3
percent for both races (tables 88 and 89).

Tuberculosis, once called the “’great white plague,” was
the chief cause of death for the Black population in the early
1900’s. With an improved standard of living, X-ray examina-
tions to detect the disease in its early stages, and the use of
antibiotics and other drugs, death rates from tuberculosis
have declined sharply among both the Black and White
populations.

As the diseases of infancy, youth, and middle age were
increasingly brought under control, diseases of old age
became proportionately more important among the causes of
death. In 1910, deaths due to malignant neoplasms (cancer)
and diseases of the heart accounted for 12 percent of all
Black deaths and 16 percent of all White deaths; these same
diseases constituted 46 percent of all Black deaths and 58
percent of all White deaths in 1974.

A diverging trend in rates of accidental death can be seen
in tables 88 and 89 depending on the type of accident.
Deaths due to motor vehicle accidents, which climbed
rapidly for both Blacks and Whites between 1910 and 1930,
have stabilized between 21 and 29 deaths per 100,000
population since 1940 for both races. Accidental fatalities
excluding motor vehicle accidents have continuously fallen
for both races and by 1974 were only 30 percent of the level
recorded in 1910. For both the Black and White populations,
death rates due to homicide have approximately doubled
between 1960 and 1974; the rate for 1974 was 39.7 deaths
per 100,000 for the Black population and 5.8 deaths per
100,000 for the White population (tables 88 and 89).

FERTILITY

Estimates of fertility rates for the United States, based on
annual numbers of registered births, do not exist for the
years prior to 1915, and estimates for Black women are not
available prior to 1960. However, statistical reconstruction
through demographic methods can provide estimates of
fertility for the years before information was available from
vital statistics. According to these estimates (not shown in
the tables), the total fertility rate for Black women in the
1850°'s was about 7.9 per woman. This measure means that if
the birth rates which prevailed in the 1850‘s at each year of
age for women in the childbearing ages were to prevail

“National Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics of the
United States 1973, Vol. 1-Natality, p. 4-3.

throughout the reproductive life for a particular group of
women, they would bear an average of 7.9 children during
their lifetime.5 One hundred years later, in 1950, the total
fertility rate for Black women was about 3.6 births per
woman (table 90). However, the 7.9 figure for the 1850’s
was recorded in a period in which fertility rates were
declining from even higher levels at the beginning of the 19th
century, whereas the rate for the 1950°s occurred at the time
when fertility rates were rising—during the ‘‘baby boom"
after World War |1,

After a century or more of decline, fertility rates among
Black women, as was also true among White women, reached
a low level during the depression years of the 1930’s. In that
decade, the annual total fertility rate for Black women
averaged about 2.7 births per woman. In 1960, just 3 years
after the peak year of the “baby boom,” the total fertility
rate for Black women was 4.5 births per woman (table 90),
an increase of 66 percent from the average in the 1930’s. By
1975, the total fertility rate for Black women had fallen to
an all-time low of 2.3 births per woman, a decline of 50
percent in a decade and a half (table 90).

The increases and decreases in the total fertility rate
occurred during the same time periods for Black and White
women, although the levels for White women have always
been substantially below those of Black women. In the
middle of the 19th century, when the total fertility rate for
Black women was 7.9, the corresponding rate for White
women was about 5.3, an average of over 2.5 children per
woman less than among Blacks. During the 1930's, the
average annual total fertility rate for Whites was about half a
child per woman lower than that of the Blacks; by 1960, the
difference between the races had increased to almost one
child. Currently, with both races posting record lows, the
annual total fertility rate for White women is still averaging
over half a child less than that for Black women.

Whereas the total fertility rate is a summary measure of
birth rates for all years in the reproductive period, the rates
shown in table 91 are specific to designated 5-year age
groups. Unlike the rates in table 90 which are on a
per-woman basis, the age-specific rates of table 91 are
averages per 1,000 women. For all ages shown, the rates for
Black women are almost always higher than those for White
women. An exception to the general rule occurs for women
25 to 29 years old in 1970 and in 1975.

Although fertility rates have declined since 1960 for both
Black and White women, the rate for Whites appears to have
declined slightly more rapidly than that for Blacks.® In 1960,
the total fertility rate for Black women was 128 Pement of

5 For estimates of fertility for Black women see Ansley J. Coale
and Norfleet W. Rives, Jr., *’A Statistical Reconstruction of the Black
Population of the United States: Estimates of True Numbers by Age
and Sex, Birth Rates, and Total Fertility,”” Population Index, Vol. 39,
No. 1 (January 1973) pp.3-36; for estimates for White women see
Ansiey J. Coale and Melvin Zelnik, New Estimates of Fertility and
Population in the United States (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1963).

¢ For a different view on the relative difference in the decline of
White and Black fertility rates, see James A. Sweet, ‘‘Differentials in
the Rate of Fertility Decline: 1960-1970,” Family Planning Per-
spectives, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Spring 1974), pp. 103-107.



that for White women; by 1975 the corresponding ratio had
risen to 136 percent (table 90).

The fertility rates shown in tables 90 and 91 are measures
based on births occurring in the stated year. Tables 92 and
93 show measures of fertility which are cumulative to the
stated year; that is, they are based on births to women in a
stated age group which have occurred during the lifetime of
those women up to the date of the survey. Average numbers
of children born to ever-married women are shown in the
final column of table 92 and in table 93.

Women in their forties may be regarded as having
completed their reproductive career, even though a few
women do bear children after age 39. In 1910, Black women
in their forties who had ever been married had borne an
average of almost six children per woman. These were
women whose prime years of childbearing occurred in the
last two decades of the 19th century. In 1960, the
corresponding average had dropped to about three children
per woman, but in this case the women had spent many of
their principal reproductive years in the late 1920's and
1930’s when fertility rates were relatively low. By 1970 and
1975, the effects of “baby boom” fertility were reflected in
the average number of children ever born to Black women 40
to 49 years old, with the average being close to four in 1975.

The data in table 92 suggest that by 1995 the average
number of children ever born for Black women (who at that
time will be 40 to 49 years old) may well have returned to
the 1960 levels. In 1975, Black women in their twenties
averaged about 1.7 children per ever-married woman, as
compared with the 1940 average of 1.6 children per
ever-married woman 20 to 29 years old. |f the women 20 to
29 years old in 1975 average about as many children in the
next 20 years as did those who were 20 to 29 years old in
1940, the 1995 and 1960 averages for women in their forties
could be quite similar. In fact, the 1995 averages could be
significantly lower than the 1960 averages, since the means
of controlling fertility are more effective and widely used
now than they were 35 years ago.

The data in table 93 illustrate the well-documented
relationship between fertility and educational attainment.
Women with fewer years of education almost always have
higher average numbers of children ever born. This inverse
relationship may be due in part to the fact that women who
remain in school longer usually marry at a later age and have
fewer years of childbearing within marriage. But it may also
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be the result of different values relating to family formation
and childbearing and knowledge about and acceptance of
methods of family limitation.

An interesting difference in the fertility of Black women
and White women is seen in table 93. As has been noted,
White women almost always have lower fertility rates than the
corresponding group of Black women. However, among
ever-married women 35 to 44 years old, Black women with 4
or more years of college education had lower average
numbers of children ever born than did the corresponding
group of White women in each of the years shown.

Births classified as illegitimate are becoming an increas-
ingly large percentage of all births to both Black and White
women. In 1940, about 17 percent of all births to Black
women occurred out of wedlock; in 1975 out-of-wedlock
births accounted for 49 percent of all Black births, an in-
crease of 163 percent in 35 years. At the same time, the
corresponding increase among White women from 1940 to
1975 was 265 percent. The actual percentages of illegitimate
births, however, were much lower among White women
at both dates (table 94).

Although illegitimate births continued to be an increas-
ing percentage of all births to Black women until 1975, the
highest illegitimacy rate appears to have occurred around
1960.” The fact that the percentage of all births that are
illegitimate continued to rise while the illegitimacy rate was
decreasing is due to a combination of factors: first, the
numbers of unmarried women 15 to 24 years old have been
increasing, and it is in these ages that the highest rates of
illegitimacy occur; second, even though illegitimacy rates
have been declining recently, rates of legitimate births have
been declining even faster.®

The 1975 illegitimacy rate for unmarried women 15 to 44
years of age declined from the 1970 levels for both races.
Among Black women this was also true for each 5-year age
group shown in table 95. Among unmarried White women 15
to 19 years of age, however, the rate per 1,000 increased
slightly over the 5-year period (table 95).

7 The illegitimacy rate for woman 15 to 44 years old of ‘‘Black and
other races’” was 100.8 in both 1959 and 1961. Since 1961 this rate
has declined to the 1975 level of 80.4, although some years showed a
minor increase over the preceding year during the 1961-75 period. See
National Center for Health Statistics, op. cit., table 1-30.

tSee Campbell Gibson, ““The U.S. Fertility Decline, 1961-1975:
The Contribution of Changes in Marital Status and Marital Fertility,’”
Family Planning Perspectives, Vol. 8, No. 5 (September/October
1976), pp. 249-252.
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Table 84. Life Expectancy at Birth, by Sex, for Selected 3-Year Averages,
1900 to 1961, and Single-Year Data, 1970 and 1974

(Years of life expected at birth.
in the death registration area.

Statistics prior to 1933 are exclusive of States not yet included
Minus sign (-) denotes Black and other races less than White)

Black and

<« Difference in

Percent Black

Year and sex White and other races
other races years of White
MALE

1900-1902..ccc0ecccoscesnscccasncsansns 32.5 48.2 =15.7 67.4

1909-1911...ccvevccvcccsscscoacsacscasnns 34.1 50.2 -16.1 67.9

1919-1921...c0cencecescranccscscsscsnns 47.1 56.3 -9.2 83.7

1929-1931..ccccevcsccncccesocnsnescnsns 47.6 59.1 -11.5 80.5

1939-1941....00c0ccccscsccccsecnsscsnne 52.3 62.8 -10.5 83.3

1949-195]...cceececcncascscencsccsnonne 58.9 66.3 -7.4 88.8

1959-1961....cc000cenccencecccsscannnns 61.5 67.6 -6.1 91.0

1970, ccieesecancesossacnsoccsssscsoses 61.3 68.0 -6.7 90.1

1974, 0ieteccncoasscoscnsansasssnscnnss 62.9 68.9 -6.0 91.3

Increase in Expectation of
Life at Birth (Years)

1900-1902 t0 1974, .ccceevcccccccnaccnns 30.4 20.7 9.7 (X)
1900-1902 to 1939-1941....ccc000c0cue 19.8 14.6 5.2 X)
1939-1941 to 1970....ccvcvvcccccsnaes 9.0 5.2 3.8 (X)
1970 t0 1974.ccceeeccescccanancsncncs 1.6 0.9 0.7 X)

FEMALE

1900-1902. . ueururnnnnneseeceeennennnnes 35.0 51.1 216.1 68.5

1909-1911...c0cvceccacoccscccnccsccnnsne 37.7 53.6 -15.9 70.3

1919-1921....c0eecesccccsccnsncancnnnne 46.9 58.5 -11.6 80.2

1929-1931..ccceecncsancrsncesassesnncns 49.5 62.7 -13.2 78.9

1939-1941. . .0ceevncescscnnncconeannnne 55.5 67.3 -11.8 82.5

1949-1951..cccececcccscssccencsncsnsnse 62.7 72.0 -9.3 87.1

1959-1961...cccvenecccescacoscssaccnnae 66.5 74.2 -7.7 89.6

1970, 00ceecccesccccnacecsccsanssacenns 69.4 75.6 -6.2 91.8

1974, 000eeeecesecscescsssnscassansnnss 71.2 76.6 -5,4 93.0

Increase in Expectation of
Life at Birth (Years)

1900-1902 t0 1974..cccceeeencsnnceasanes 36.2 25.5 10.7 (X)
1900-1902 to 1939-1941.....0c0000c... 20.5 16.2 4.3 (X)
1939-1941 to 1970....c00evevcecescnns 13.9 9.3 4.6 (x)
1970 to 1974..ccevrecccecsonncnssenee 1.8 1.0 0.8 (x)

X Not applicable.

Source:

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table 85. Life Expectancy at Selected Ages, by Sex for 3-Year Averages, 1939-1941 and
1959-1961 and Single-Year Data, 1970 and 1974

(Years of life expected at birth,

Minus sign (-) denotes Black and other races less than White)

Male Female
Age and year Black Difference Black Difference
and other White in years and other White in years
races of life races of life
1939-1941!
0 years (at birth).....ccco00vaee 52.3 62.8 -10.5 55.5 67.3 -11.8
l yeBF . ovvveeneeaosnsosacsanannns 56.1 65.0 -8.9 58.5 68.9 -10.4
15 years.....occvivereccnncnennen 44.0 52.3 -8.3 46.2 56.1 -9.9
25 JEArS...ceccecreccacssosaanens 35.9 43.3 -7.4 38.3 46.8 -8.5
40 yeBrS..vcesvoeesonocanssonnnns 25.2 30.0 -4.8 27.3 33.3 -6.0
65 YEBrS....cco0eseccssssccsscnas 12.2 12,8 -0.6 14.0 13.6 +0.4
1959-19611
0 years (at birth)..........cc... 61.5 67.6 -6.1 66.5 74.2 -7.7
l yeBr..vooeeenorocoeansoncnsosasns 63.5 68.3 -4.8 68.1 74.7 -6.6
15 years....coveeeevencncncencans 50.4 54.9 -4.5 54.9 61.2 -6.3
25 YJEArS..coeceecscoscasnoscnnnns 41.4 45.7 -4.3 45,4 51.5 -6.1
40 YERTS.eeeeeeceoacrossscoocnnns 28.7 31.7 -3.0 32.2 37.1 -4.9
65 YEBYS...eroresarccacccrccrcans 12.8 13.0 -0.2 15.1 15.9 -0.8
1970
0 years (at birth)........cc00ee. 61.3 68.0 -6.7 69.4 75.6 -6.2
l yeBr..eoeueoreanensoococanannns 62.5 68.4 -5.9 70.4 75.8 -5.4
15 years.....coccceveescccnccscacs 49.2 54.9 -5.7 57.0 62.2 -5.2
25 JEBrB...vcrvessecscnsanssesans 40,6 45.8 =5.2 47.5 52.5 -5.0
40 yeBrs.....ccceecerencaconcnnns 28.6 31.9 -3.3 34,2 38.3 4.1
65 years....eoeccscevescccsasonne 13.3 13.1 0.2 16.4 17.1 -0.7
1974
0 years (at birth)......coceveeee 62.9 68.9 -6.0 71.2 76.6 =-5.4
l yelr...ooeveecesececncscansnnse 63.7 69.1 -5.4 71.8 76.6 -4.8
15 yeBrs...coeeeescececcscssncnse 50.3 55.6 -5.3 58.3 62.9 -4.6
25 YEBrB..cocecccscsccsscnsansans 41.5 46.5 -5.0 48.8 53.3 -4.5
40 yeBrS.cereeeerocaccsseasccoosas 29.3 32.6 -3.3 35.3 38.9 -3.6
65 YEBYrS..eeeeecccecsccnccccannss 13.4 13.4 - 16.7 17.6 -0.9

- Represents zero.
13-year average.

Source:

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table 86. Maternal and Infant Mortality Rates for Selected Years: 1916 to 1975

(Per 1,000 1ive births.

registration area)

Statistics prior to 1933 are exclusive of States not yet included in the death

Maternal Infant
Under 1 year Under 28 days 28 days to 11 months
Year
Black and
White Black and Black and Black and
other races other races White other races White other races White
1916...c000ecee 11.7 6.1 184.9 99.0 68.9 43.5 116.0 55.5
1940...00000nee 7.6 3.2 73.8 43.2 39.7 27.2 34,1 16.0
1960...00000e00e 1.0 0.3 43,2 22.9 26.9 17.2 16.4 5.7
1970, .. 0000anee 0.6 0.1 30.9 17.8 21.4 13.8 9.5 4.0
1974, .0000enens 0.4 0.1 24.9 14.8 17.2 11.1 7.7 3.7
1975, 00cnvnaes 0.3 0.1 24.2 14.2 16.8 10.4 7.5 3.8

Source: U.S. Department of Health,

Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table 87. Death Rates for the Population, by Age, for Selected Years: 1940 to 1975

(Age-specific death rates per 1,000 population in specified group)

Age and race 1940 1960 1970 1974 1975
BLACK AND OTHER RACES

Crude death ratel......c.cecvvvueee 13.8 10.1 9.4 8.7 8.3

Age adjusted?......cccovnennnncse 19.0 12.7 12.0 11.0 10.4

Under 1 year....ccecoeeeceeccccesscencenns 89.2 46.3 36.7 29.2 27.7
1l to 4 years..cceceececescecoccsasccasanne 4.8 1.9 1.4 1.1 1.0
5 to 14 years..coececccceccoscacsanncnses 1.5 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5
15 to 24 yeArs...ccesesencesccnssscoseasans 5.0 1.6 2.0 1.7 1.6
25 t0 34 yeArs..cceceeesacccccscssasnass 7.9 3.2 3.5 3.1 3.0
35 to 44 yeRrsS....ceececencecccncccnscnne 12.4 6.3 6.7 5.7 5.3
45 tO 54 YeBYB.c.escessessccccacsassannns 22.9 13.4 13.0 11.5 10.8
55 t0O 64 YeArB...cccveererscccsassascnnse 35.3 27.7 24.5 22.9 21.8
65 tO 74 YEATB...ceerecesoscoscnccsnanses 57.8 47.8 45.1 42,7 39.7
75 t0 84 yeArB...ccoocecccerccccesccccnes 96.1 76.3 74.7 70.8 70.8
85 years and OVer.....ceecceceesesscancss 176.7 139.1 122.2 112.5 101.0

WHITE

Crude death rate!.........cocv0uuss 10.4 9.5 9.5 9.2 9.0

Age adjusted?......cceceecnencnne 13.4 9.8 9.1 8.6 8.2

Under 1 year.....ceceeeeceecasonseasascnce 50.3 23.6 18.5 15.2 14,1
1l to 4 years...ccececiracsncosoennscnnsas 2.6 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.6
5 to 14 years....ceceveccescscscssescsane 1.0 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3
15 t0 24 YERYB..evevereeeearocacocncnnnns 1.7 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.1
25 to 34 yeArs....ceeceacccsccncscnsccnns 2.5 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.2
35 to 44 YyeBrs....c.ccecececcracsnsosannns 4.4 2.6 2.7 2.4 2.3
45 t0 54 yeRrs...cceeeeccccrsccccccccnnne 9.5 6.9 6.6 6.2 6.0
55 to 64 yeRrS....cc0cecsessccccrscnsanss 21.1 16.3 15.7 14.7 14.2
65 to 74 YyeBrB...cvrereecascrasosncsesane 47.7 37.4 34.7 32.3 31.0
75 to 84 yeBrs....ccoceeseccsescscsccnsace 113.0 88.3 79.8 77.0 73.8
85 years and OVer.....cccoeeeevcenccsscce 242.0 203.5 176.8 170.6 157.1

age as published by the Bureau of the Census in Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 6l4,
U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics and

1Unadjueted for differences in age structure.
2gtandardized on the age distribution of the total population for 1970.

NOTE: Rates for 1970 revised by the Bureau of the Census to be consistent with population estimates by

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 88. Death Rates for the Black Population by Selected Causes for
Selected Years: 1910 to 1974

(Death rates per 100,000 population in specified group.

not yet included in the death registration area)

Statistics prior to 1933 are exclusive of States

Cause of death 1910 1920 1930 1940 1960 1970 1974
All CRUSES...ccorvevvnescesessss | 2,172,4| 1,767.5| 1,633,0] 1,382.8| 1,008.5 938.4 869.1
Tuberculosis, 8l1l fOrmS.....cccceoee. 445.5 262.4 192.0 128.0 13.2 6.0 4.1
Syphilis and its sequelael........... 30.8 38.8 52.5 54.3 4.5 0.7 0.5
Typhoid and paratyphoid fever........ 33.6 19.6 14.8 3.2 - - -
Scarlet fever and streptococcal
S0re thro@t.ceeeeeeeecsnceosceccnces 4.0 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.1 - -
Diphtherif...ccceeeeccccccoscocancees 11.6 8.6 4.9 1.8 0.1 - -
Whooping cough......cevevvcececccccas 35.9 20.6 11.1 5.9 0.4 - -
MEASleS...ocereecracncsccncccocsacnss 9.4 4,1 3.3 0.8 0.5 0.1 -
Malignant neoplasms?,.......cocecee. 54.0 48.5 56.6 78.4 121.6 134.4 144.1
Diabetes mellituUS..ceevevseecooscnnns 7.2 8.0 12.8 17.9 18.8 22.9 21.9
Diseases Of heaArt.....cceceeecencanss 204.8 160.7 224.7 248.5 287.1 274.2 258.0
Hypertension......cceeeeeececcccsccns (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 7.6 5.3
Influenza and pneumoniald............. 273.6 304.4 175.9 125.4 62.0 39.1 25.7
INflUENZB...cverosccccssacacesennsa 16.7 107.5 37.5 32.7 8.0 1.9 0.6
Pneumonia’........coeeeverenneacnns 92.4 27.2 12.0 9.8 54.0 37.1 25,2
Cirrhosis of liver......ceoececeenece 11.0 6.8 6.7 5.8 10.2 19.4 20.4
Motor vehicle accidents®............. 1.0 5.3 22.1 23.8 21.9 28.5 22.0
All other accidents®...........c...... 92.0 72.9 63.9 52.3 44,1 40.3 34.0
Suicide....ceecieenrecnrncsccnccasans 11.8 3.6 5.0 4.6 4.5 5.6 6.5
Homicide...ceveoveeeocosenncncnnnnnns 22.3 28.5 37.9 33.9 21.9 35.5 39.7
Certain diseases of early infancy.... 55.2 32.4 24.0 60.5 77.2 43.2 29.0
Bronchitis®......cccivereennecnnennes 36.5 15.2 5.2 2.4 2.2 8.4 6.0

= Represents or rounds to zero.
NA Not available.

1pata for 1910 and 1920 exclude aneurysm of the aorta.
2includes neoplasms of lymphatic and hematopoietic tissues.
3pata for all years exclude pneumonia of newborn; data for 1910 and 1920 exclude capillary bronchitis.

“Data for 1910 and 1920 exclude automobile collisions with trains and streetcars, and motorcycle

accidents.

5pata for 1910 and 1920 include legal executions.
SData for 1970 and 1974 include emphysema and asthma.

NOTE:

Source:

Data include persons of 'other' races.

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table 89. Death Rates for the White Population, by Selected Causes for
Selected Years: 1910 to 1974

(Death rates per 100,000 population in specified group. Statistics prior to 1933 are
exclusive of States not yet included in the death registration area)

Cause of death 1910 1920 1930 1940 1960 1970 1974
AlL CAUB@B.....cccvvcveccocanns 1,448.8( 1,256.1 1,076.8| 1,041.5 947.8 946.3 921.9
Tuberculosis, all forms.............. 145.9 99.5 57.7 36.6 5.1 2.1 1.3
Syphilis and its sequelael........... 13.0 14.5 11.7 9.9 1.3 0.2 0.1
Typhoid and paratyphoid fever........ 22.2 6.6 3.7 0.9 - - -
Scarlet fever and streptococcal
Bore thro@t....ccveeeeeeeeencocaasans 11.6 5.0 2.1 0.5 0.1 - -
DAphtherif..cccceeccecesasccaccssnnas 21.4 16.0 4.9 1.0 - -
Whooping cough......ccovveevennneennns 11.0 11.7 4.1 1.8 -
MERBleB......ccveeevnnsasosossssasass 12.5 9.3 3.2 0.5 0.2 - -
Malignant neoplasms?................. 76.9 86.5 101.9 125.0 152.8 166.8 174.4
Diabetes mellituB......coccvevuucan .. 15.5 16.9 19.8 27.6 16.4 18.3 17.0
Diseases of heart........ceooceeeeeocecs 157.6 159.5 213.1 297.6 379.6 374.5 362.7
Hypertension......oceeeceecescscacsns (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 3.6 3.0
Influenza and pneumoniad............. 152.6 198.4 94.4 64.0 34.1 29.7 25.9
INTlUeNZAB. ceeveeenersoanccnsnacnnnne 14.1 67.1 17.4 13.3 3.9 1.8 1.1
Pneumoniad......covveeieencncaannnns 49.7 7.7 2.6 2.8 30.1 27.9 24.8
Cirrhosis of 1iver......cceccceeesocne 13.4 7.1 7.3 8.9 11.5 14.9 15.1
Motor vehicle accidents®............. 1.8 10.8 27.2 26.5 21.2 26.7 21.9
All other accidents?........c.c000n.n 82.5 59.6 52.6 46.4 29.4 28.0 26.6
Suilcide.....ccovevenesesnnnccncsanans 15.4 10.8 16.8 15.5 11.4 12.4 13.0
Homicide......... resseresecastenanns 4.1 4.8 5.6 3.2 2.5 4.4 5.8
Certain diseases of early infancy.... 34.7 25.0 17.4 36.8 32.3 18.1. 11.3
Bronchitisb.......cocveernronnonnens 23.5 13.1 4.1 3.1 2.4 16.2 13.7

- Represents or rounds to zero.
NA Not available.

1pata for 1910 and 1920 exclude aneurysm of the aorta.

21ncludes neoplasms of lymphatic and hematopoietic tissues.

3pata for all years exclude pneumonia of newborn; data for 1910 and 1920 exclude capillary bronchitis.

‘Data for 1910 and 1920 exclude automobile collisions with trains and streetcars, and motorcycle
accidents.

3pata for 1910 and 1920 include legal executioas.

Spata for 1970 and 1974 include emphysema and asthma.

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statisticr.
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Table 90. Total Fertility Rates, for Selected Years: 1920 to 1975

(Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

Black and other races Ratio: Black
Year r:i:s White and other races
Total Black to White
19201..... Ceteeseevectessesacntecsoanas 3.26 3.56 (NA) 3.22 1.11
1930%...... Ceeseenanen Ceeesteranaens 2.53 2.73 (NA) 2.51 1.09
1940, . ittt iiitii ittt 2.23 2.62 (NA) 2.18 1.20
1950 . ... iiiiiniennnn. Cereieraraiaaaen 3.03 3.58 (NA) 2.95 1.21
1960....c0ciiiiineiineiernnnnns ceeeenn 3.65 4.52 4.54 3.53 1.28
1970. i ieieiiereatieeencnanns P 2.48 3.07 3.10 2.39 1.28
1974..... crcssassesannse feeereerer e 1.86 2.38 2.33 1.77 1.34
1975........ Ceerieiaeaeeae . . .o 1. 80 2.32 2.28 1.71 1.36
PERCENT CHANGE
1920 to 1930..-...0....0...-0.0.0..-0.. =22 -23 (NA) -22 (x)
1930 to 19‘00.-c-oo--no--o-oo.-ooo.o---- -12 -4 (NA) -13 (x)
1940 to 1950....-.o.ltl..o.o-.clt....n. +36 +37 (NA) +35 (x)
1950 t0 1960.c.cc0ceesccccacssccaccnsse +20 +26 (NA) +20 (X)
1960 to 1970..-'00.0..'.00..00.0....0.. =32 =32 -32 -32 (X)
1970 to 1975..l't.'...lto.o.o....ooooo. -27 -24 -26 '28 (X)
NA Not available from vital statistics.

X Not applicable.

lFertility rates for 1920 to 1950 are derived by a different methodology than those for subsequent
See "References for Tables" for further information.

years

NOTE:

The total fertility